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I.—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


SraTE of THE SKILLED LaBour MARKET. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette ” :— 

There has been a further improvement on the whole during 
the month in the state of the labour market, and the percentage 
of unemployed in unions making returns has continued to decline. 

In the 86 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
391,093, making returns, 20,574 (or.5°3 per cent.) are reported as 
unemployed at the end of July, compared with 5°6 per cent. in 
June and 7:4 per cent. in the 52 unions making returns for July 
1894. 


Coal Mining.—Returns received from the owners of 936 pits, 
at which 229,180 persons were employed, show that the average 


number of days per week worked by the pits during July was 
4°53, as compared with 4°23 in June. 


Iron Mining.—The average number of days per week worked 
by 96 iron mines, employing 12,289 workpeople, was 5°61 in July, 
as against 5°43 in June. 

In the Pig Iron industry the number of furnaces in blast 
included in the returns was 285 at the end of July, as compared 
with the same number in June, and 264 in J wf 1894. The 
number of workpeople employed was 18,712, compared with 
18,703 in the previous month, showing practically no change. 

The number of workpeople employed at Steel and Tin-plate 
Works, Puddling Furnaces, and Rolling Mills by 163 employers 


was 56,992 at the end of July, as compared with 56,839 a year 


' * No comparison is made with J uly 1894, since in that month most of the Scotch 
collieries were idle owing to a wages dispute. 
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ago. Returns from 26 tin-plate manufacturers show that they 
had 108 mills in operation at the end of the month, as against 
88 in the previous month and 129 in July 1894. 

An improvement has taken place in the Engineering and 
kindred trades, the percentage of unemployed union .members 
having fallen from 6°1 in June to 5°6 in July, compared with 
in July 1894. 

The Shipbuilding trades show a slight decline compared with 
the previous month, the percentage of unemployed union members 
having risen from 11-5 in June to 12-0 in July, compared with 
17:3 in July 1894. 

The Building trades on the whole continue busy, and the 
pees of unemployed in unions making returns has fallen 

om 2°5 in June to 2°4 in July, compared with 3°6 in July last 


year. 

The Furnishing and gs peo trades have fallen off to 
some extent, the percentage of unemployed union members having 
risen from 2°4 in June to 3°0 in July, compared with 4°4 in July 
1894, 

The Printing, Bookbinding, and Paper trades have in the 
aggregate been better employed; the improvement, however, 
being confined to cOmpositors, who have been temporarily busy 
on election work. The percentage of unemployed union members 
has: fallen from 5°5 in June to 40 in July, compared with 6°1 in 
July 1894; 

e ready-made Clothing trade has fallen off in most centres, 
and the bespoke trade also became somewhat slack towards the 
closé of the month. 

The Boot and Shoe trade, owing to seasonal causes, is not so 
busy as in June, and short time is being worked in some 

The Leather trades, though still fairly busy, are scarcely so 
well employed as in June, the percentage of unemployed having 
risen from 2°8 to 3°1. 

In the Cotton trade the —— branch is somewhat irregularly 
por wh) and in the weaving branch many are only partially 

oyed. 

mployment in both the Woollen and Worsted trades continues 

ood, overtime being worked in some cases. The Hosiery trade 

is unsettled owing to a dispute. The Silk trade on the whole is 
fairly busy. 

Information received with regard to 336 textile mills, em- 
ploying about 62,000 women and girls, shows that 85 per cent. 
were in mills giving full employment, as compared with 87 per 
cent. in June. stall 
_ ‘The number of seamen shipped on foreign-going vessels at the 
Renee ports was 18-3 per cent. more than in June, but 1°5 "sed 
cent. less than in July 1894, The increase compared with last 


month is due to the taking out of new running agreements in July. 
Trade Disputes——The number of fresh, disputes occurring in 
July was 49, as compared with 65 in June and 66 in July 1894. 
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Eleven disputes took place in the mining and quarrying industry, 
10 in the building trades, 7 in the textile trades, 5 in the metal 
trades, 4 in the clothing trades, 3 in the shipbuilding industry; 
2 in connection with seafaring and dock labour, and the remaining 
7 in the miscellaneous group of industries. In 41 of the 49 
disputes 14,199 persons were involved. 

Twenty-one old disputes, aff:cting about 2,200 people, were 
brought to a settlement in July, and at the end of the month it 
was known that 13 new and 23 old disputes, involving about 
8,000 persons, were still unsettled. 

Changes in Wages—During July the number of workpeople 
reported as affected by changes in rates of wages was 114,500 
(10,000 receiving increases and 104,500 suffering decreases), as 
compared with 13,000 in the previous month and 375,500 in the 
corresponding month of last year. The decreases include a fall 
of 24 per cent. in the rates of 100,000 coal miners in South 
Wales and Monmouthshire, and a reduction in the rates of wages 
of 3,000 operatives in the Leicester hosiery trade. The most 
important increase relates to the tin-plate trade, about 4,500 
workpeople receiving an increase. 


- 


OrFicIAL ENQUIRIES UNDER THE Expuosions Act. 


Boiler Explosion at Redcar Iron Works, Redcar. 


A formal investigation was held at Redcar on the 16th, 17th, 
18th, 19th, 20th, and 22nd July, into the circumstances 
attending the explosion of 12 boilers at the Redcar Iron Works~ 
on the 14th June last, whereby 12 persons were killed and 
9 others were more or less seriously injured. 

The boilers were all of the same type—cylindrical with 
_ hemispherical ends. They were 66 ft. long, 24 ft. 6 ins, in 
diameter, and with three others they were set side by side in- 
brickwork and fired with gas from blast furnaces, and they were 
— for supplying steam to the lift and blast engines at the 
works. 

The boilers were insured and they were periodically examined 
by an inspector from the insurance company, reports of his 
examinations being duly forwarded to the owners. They were 
also periodically examined by the owners’ engineer, and in the 
last six or seven years, repairs were carefully executed, and 
means were taken to cool down the boilers gradually, so as to 
avoid seam rips. 

Seam rips occurred from time to time and the insurance 
company suggested to the owners that, with a view to avoid 
them, the boilers should be cut in two, and that it would be 
desirable to substitute boilers of a more safe type. These 
suggestions were not acted upon. ; 
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In the year 1894, seam rips were of more frequent occurrence. 
The insurance company were of opinion that whilst there was 
some risk in working the boilers, there was no reason to believe 
that there was imminent danger, and having called the owners’ 
attention to the danger of seam rip to which thie type of boiler 
was subject, they continued to insure these boilers, trusting that 
persuasion would induce the owners to substitute others of a 
safer type. 

The Court found that the explosion was owing toa seam rip in 
No. 5 boiler, produced by the unequal expansion and contraction 
to which the bviler was subjected. That the brickwork setting 
being disturbed, the other boilers were deprived of the support 
of the saddle brackets which rested on the brickwork, and that 
the explosion of those boilers followed. : 

They found that the owners’ engineer had grave doubts as to 
the safety of these boilers, and that he had serious apprehension 
of an explosion. He should have warned his employers in dis- 
tinct terms that the boilers were not safe, but that he appeared 
to have been afraid of offending them. They held that the 
engineer was to blame, and that for his neglect the owners were 
responsible. 

he Court were of opinion that the insurance company did not 
inform the owners in express terms that the boilers were unsafe, 
and that their reports should more definitely have pointed out the 
danger loneeed | in working them. They held that blame 
attached to the insurance company. 

The Court were of opinion that in the interests of public safety, 
the use of long externally fired boilers of this type should be dis- 
continued, that they were liable to develop seam rips, and that 
they could not be worked without risk. 

he owners were ordered to pay the sum of 200/., and the 
insurance company were ordered to pay the sum of 501 towards 
the costs and expenses of the investigation. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


India Office —The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply vertical boilers. The conditions of contract may be 
obtained on application to the Director-General of Stores, India 
Office, Whitehall, S.W., and tenders are to be delivered at that 
Attice by éwo o’clock p.m. on Tuesday the 20th August 1895, after 
which time no tender will be received. 

War Office—The Secretary of State for War is prepared to 
receive tenders for the storage and supply of frozen mutton 
for the use of Her Majesty’s land forces at Gibraltar, for a period 
of three years. 

Forms of tender may be obtained on application to the 
Director of Army Contracts, War Office, Pall Mall, S.W., 
and any further information, from the General Officer Com- 
manding, Gibraltar. 
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The tenders are to be delivered at the Head Quarter Office, 
Gibraltar, by 12 o'clock noon on Wednesday, the 18th Sep- 
tember, 1895, marked on the envelope, “ Tender for Frozen 
Mutton at Gibraltar.” 


Boarp or TrapE AWARDS FoR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have awarded a gold watch to Mr. H. H. 
Barends, master of the German s.s. “ Normannia,” in recognitioa 
of his services in rescuing the shipwrecked crew of the British 
sailing ship “ Arno,” of London, which was abandoned in the 
North Atlantic on the 31st March 1895. 

The Board have also awarded a silver medal and a binocular 
glass to Mr. W. H. P. M. Hauer, 2nd officer of the “ Normannia,” 
who took charge of the smaller lifeboat which rescued the ship- 
wrecked men, and silver medals and a sum of 2I. each to the 
seamen who accompanied him in that boat, viz., I. P. C. Weigel, 
W. Temrplin, G. J. Sinnhuber, and W. Peters, and silver medals 
to B. Fraozen, J. H. F. W. Westphalen, and A. T. F. Drenkhahn, 
seamen, who formed part of the crew of the larger lifeboat of the 
“ Normannia,” which made an unsuccessful attempt to rescue the 
shipwrecked men. 


ALBERT Mepat AWARD. 


Her Majesty the Queen has been graciously pleased to confer 
the decoration of the Albert Medal of the Second Class on 
Mr. Hereward Hewison of Newcastle, New South Wales. | 

The following is an account of the services in respect of which 
the decoration has been conferred :— 

While a number of men were bathing on the sea beach at 
Newcastle, New South Wales, on the morning of the 28th 
November 1894, the cry of “shark” was suddenly raised. 
Every one at once made for the shore with the exception of 
Mr. Horace Hewison, who cried out that the shark had seized 
him and immediately afterwards disappeared under the water. 

Mr. Hereward Hewison, realising the dangerous position of 
his elder brother, promptly turned, and swimming to the spot, 
found that the shark had seized his brother’s right arm. 

He at once grasped his brother round the body, and the two 
fought the shark as well as er were able until the complete 
severance of the arm just below the elbow joint released 
Mr. Horace Hewison, and afforded them an opportunity to escape 
to the shore, which they succeeded in reaching without further 
accident. 

Mr. Hereward Hewison assisted his injured brother by keeping 
behind him ard pushing him forward. 
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INSPECTOR OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following inspector of weights and measures has, during 
the month of July 1895, passed the examination provided for’in 
the 11th section of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889, viz, :— 


Holroyd, Gordon John Noitingham Boro’. 


TENDER FOR DRarInaGE Works AT BELGRADE, 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received from 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Belgrade, information respecting tenders 
which the municipality is prepared to receive for the execution of 
drainage works and for the erection of quays and warehouses. 
The execution of these works will involve a al to the munici- 
pality.. Papers on the subject can be ceen at the Commercial 
pepsin’ of the Foreign Office, S.W., between the hours of 
11 and 6. 


Notice To Mariners (Brack Sea NavicaTion). 


The following is a translation of instructions which have been 
issued by the Commander-in-Chief of the Russian Fleet and Ports 
in the Black Sea for the guidance of mariners navigating that sea 
between Odessa, the Crimea, and ports on the Caucasian 
Coast :—To diminish the danger to meeting in thick weather and 
at night near the shores of the Black Sea, I hereby order ships of 
the Black Sea Fleet under my command, when sailing singly from 
Ochakov and Odessa to Sevastopol and the South Coast of the 
Crimea, to pass Tendra and Tarhankut lights at a distance of 
eight miles, and when going back, i.e., from the South Coast of 
the Crimea or Sevastopol towards Odessa or Ochakov to pass 
them at a distance of five miles. In general, as ships meeting one 
another are bound to observe the rule of the road which requires 
them to pass one another on the port side, I consider it necessary 
that to carry out this rule each ship going near the shore and 
having the Cape or light on the starboard side, pass them at a 
distance of five miles, or, if the Cape or light be on their port side, 
then at a distance of eight miles. These orders to keep a certain 
distance from the shore do not apply to ships going straight out 
to sea. 

The course between ports at the above-named distances from 
the shore, lights and capes, should be always kept marked on the 
charts'in pencil, the nearer cour:e to the shore being in red pencil, 
and the further from it in green, Thus the points of intersection 
of the two courses are clearly visible, and a special look-out 
should be kept there. 
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To diminish the risk on meeting near the ports of Odessa and 
Sevastopol I hereby direct all ships coming out of the first-named 
port (Odessa) to steer S.W. 20° (true) to the parallel of the 
Odessa electric light, and, then only to steer. for .Tarhankut. 
From the traverse of Tarhankut to steer a course cutting the line 
of Inkerman lights at three miles to the west of the light at the 

_Khersonese Monastery. Ships leaving the latter port (Sevastopol) 

are to steer their course from the traverze of the light at the 
Khersonese Monastery, and after passing Tarhankut to ee 
their course on to the Worontzoff light. Ships entering the 
port of Sevastopol are to go to the anchorage (the west buoy 
oft Cape Constantine), keeping the line of the Inkerman lights 
to the northward of their course, and those going out are to 
leave this line to the southward. . 

In navigating Lake Dniestr, ships, which on account of their 
light draught (not over 15.feet) are not obliged to keep to the 
Canal, always leave the buoys of the Ochakov Ship Canal on 
their left, ¢.c., going to the east the buoys will be to the northward 
of the ship, and going to the weat will be to the south. 

In navigating at night and in thick weather near the other 

rts of the Crimean and Caucasian Coasts the same rules are to 

e observed, ie., when the shore is to starboard to keep five 
=“ from it, and when it is to port, to keep at eight miles 
istance. 


4 
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Privoreat Contents or THE “ Lasour GazerTe” 
FOR AUGUST. 


State of Employment, general. State of the Coal Mining 
Industry in July. State of the Iron Mining Industry in July. 
State of the Pig Iron Industry in July. State of Employment 
at Steel and Tinplate Works. Puddling Furnaces and Rolling 
Mills in July. © Agricultural Labour in July. Dock Labour: in 
London in July. State of Employment of Seamen in July. 
State of Employment of Women in the Textile and Hat Trades 
in July. State of Employment in London and Provincial 
Districts. "Wages and Hours of Labour. Dispute in the Leices- 
ter Hosiery Trade.- ~Agricultural Hirings in Scotland. Co- 
operative Production by Retail Distributive Societies. Recent 

rbitration and Conciliation Cases. Foreign Official Publica- 
tions recently réceived. Labour in the Colonies and Abroad. 
Foreign Trade. Miscellaneous Trade Notes... &¢., &e. 

To be obtained of any newsagent, or of the printers, Messrs. 
Veale, Chifferiel, and Co., Limited, 31—37, Cursitor Street, 
London, E.C. Price 1d. 
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Il.—IMPORTS OF HAY INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


‘* With reference to previous notifications in the “Board of 
Trade Journal,” the following statement of the quantity of hay 
imported into the United Kingdom from each country during the 
month of July and the seven months ended 31st July 1895, 
together with the corresponding figures for 1894, has been 
ars from particulars supplied to the Board of Trade by Her 


ajesty’s Customs :— 


Seven Months ended 
‘ Month of July Bist July 
Countries. 

1895. 1894, 1895. 1894. 
Tons Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Russia, North Sone — 921 90 26,909 
» South - - 997 
Norway - - - 54 168 393 2,601 
Denmark 100 337 523 8,897 
Germany 304 147 553 1,822 
Holland - - 3,060 832 7,045 9,899 
Belgium . - 72 208 234 2,194 
France - - - 899 356 6,239 2,680 
Turkey, European - 476 
Algeria 30 568 4,219 1,021 
Cape of Good Hope - =<. l 

New South Wales - — <2 4 abe 
New Zealand - - 22 
Canada - - 4,920 3,772 9,733 16,980 
Newfoundland - - — 23 
United States, America - 5,376 7,478 28,056 124,390 
Chile 5 63 17 4,065 

Argentine Republic - 124 67 896 678 
Total - ~ 14,944 14,917 58,014 199,684 


The total quantity of hay imported into the United Kingdom 
in 1893 amounted to 263,050 tons, and in 1894 to 254,214 tons. 


| 
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IIL—THE VINEYARDS OF SOUTHERN RUSSIA * 


As a result of the inquiries instituted by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Imperial Domains, it appears that the ‘viticultural 7 
industry has made decided progress in Southern Russia of late 
years. The year 1893, the latest for which statistics have been 
collected and published, shows the following results. In the 
Government of Bessarabia, where the vineyards cover an area of 
67,021 hectares, the production has reached 1,362,422 hectolitres 
of wine; in Kherson, from 3,931 hectares planted with vines, 
107,624 hectolitres are produced; in Podolia, 8,561 hectolitres 
from 437 hectares ; in Ekatérinoslav, 1,223 hectolitres from 218 
hectares ; in the Crimea, 166,328 hectolitres from 7,768 hectares ; 
in the territory of the Don Cossacks, 45,862 hectolitres from 
2,621 hectares. In the Caucasus the vines cover an area 
of 100,441 hectares and produced 1,644,935 hectolitres of 
wine; in Ouralian Astrakhan, 459 hectares have given 1,223 
hectolitres, and in Turkestan, 14,515 hectares have produced 
3,669 hectolitres. According to these statistics then, which are 
official, there is a total area of about 198,000 hectares planted 
with vines, the production of which in 1893 attained to upwards 
of 3,340,000 hectolitres of wine. 

After the Caucasus, and without excepting the Crimea, it is 
Bessarabia and the region round about Odessa which produce the 
largest quantity of wine in Russia; this amount is estimated at 
from 1,223,000 to 1,834,500 hectolitres yearly; about 70,980 
hectares are devcted to viticulture. Bessarabia grows a special 

pe of its own, but in some vineyards the French kinds are 
ound, The quality of the wine varies with the locality, but this 
must be attributed to different ways of preparation. The price 
per vedro (12°30 litres) varies from 1s. 8d. to 7s.; the annual 
revenue from wine alone in Bessarabia is nearly 1,920,000/., and 
it is stated that this figure could be doubled if more care were 
taken in the preparation. 

The past history of Bessarabian viticulture is not a brilliant 
one ; it occupied quite a secondary place in the industries of the 
province up to the day that disease in the vineyards of other 
countries lessened considerably the importation of foreign wines ; 
up to that time quantity only had been aimed at without thinking 
of improving the’ quality; the wine was sold at about 10d, 
the vedro, or at the most at 1s, 8d. the vedro to manufacturers 
of liqueurs and syrups. The falsification of wines is carried 
on to such a point that only a third of the wine produced 
in Bessarabia is worthy of the name, the remainder being nothing 
but an acid drink, a discredit to the viticulture of the country. 


* Based on a report by M. Sauvaire, French Consul at Odessa (Bulletin du 
Ministére de Agriculture, May 1895). 
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The situation has, however, much improved in the last few 
years; proprietors have introduced better methods of vine culture 
and wine pressing; but much remains to be done. There are 
districts which produce considerable quantities of wine, but are 
from 25 to 50 miles distant from any railway, The urgency of 
constructing local railways in connection with the main lines, is, 
therefore; keenly felt in Bessarabia, in the Ackermann district 
especially ; with the same object the necessary works for the 
regularisation of the navigation of the Dniester should be put in 
hand. The future of the Bessarabian wine industry depends, to 
a great extent,on the method of distillation in use among the 
proprietors of vineyards, and, therefore, the manufacture of fruit 
liqueurs should -be re-organised on a fresh basis. The viti- 
culturists ask, in addition, for the creation of a nursery in 
Bessarabia, rigorous action of the commission instituted at 
Kichinew to prevent falsification, the lowering of railway rates, 
the creation of government depéts in the chief provincial centres, 
and the appointment of viticultural inspectors, such as exist in 
Hungary where they are said to render signal service. Wine 
producers in short, suffering from lack of credit, obliged for want 
of capital to have recourse either to usurers or to a premature sale 
of their crops, demand as a remedy that they should be allowed 
to participate in the regulations as to loans made by the State 
Bank to proprietors on bills of exchange as well as in the advantage 
as — for short periods such as are affected by mortgages on 
cer 

This is a whole series of important reforms for this part of the 
Empire which appears to demand the attention of the Imperial 
Ministry of Agriculture and Domains. Certain products of 
‘Bessarabia, results of a perfected system of preparation are much 
appreciated and make excellent table wines. e crop of 1894is 
stated to be superior both in quantity and quality to that ot 1893, 
and a large part of it has been disposed of with advantage in 
St. Petersburg. 1t is from Bessarabia also that the Franco- 
Odesea establishment obtains the white wine from which is pre- 
pared a sparkling wine sold all over Russia as champagne and 
costing less than is charged as import duty at the Russian Custom- 
houses on each bottle of the real chaning imported from France. 


_ 
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IV.—ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF ARCHANGEL.* 


With reference to the economic development of the port of 
Archangel, and the surrounding districts, the measures now in 
actual construction, or pe sia’ resolved upon include a railway 
line from Vologda to Archangel. 

The Archangel terminus will be on the island of Gluchoff, 
while the passenger and goods station will be near the city tar- 
yards, at a place to which vessels can approach alongside. The 
railway company, at its own expense, is to provide means for 
ferrying passengers and gocds from the station to the rails. 

levators, goods depots, sidings, &c., are to be provided, 
Locomotives, carriages, and rails will be conveyed to Archangel 
this year from abroad. ; 

The railway, which will cost about 40,000 roubles per verst, will 
be 675 versts in length, and is to be completed by 1st January 
1898. 

Thus Archangel will be in direct communication with Moscow, 
and also with the whole network of Russian railways. 

Archangel has recently received the Imperial sanction for 
another and much more eagerly desired railway route, that from 
Perm to Kotlass, on the North Dwina, which is to be begun this 
year and completed by next. This line is of still greater com- 
mercial significance as it will bring the great grain growing and 
agriculturul districts to the very waters of, the harbour, end is 
expected to change the whole future of this port, rendering 
Archangel the quickest, cheapest, and easiest port of exit, not only 
for the grain and other products of the midland provinces, but 
also for the superabundant produce of Western Siberia. At the 
same time it will enable the said districts to be furnished from 
abroad, vid Archangel, with more modern agricultural and other 
appliances. 

ith regard to water communications, during the current year, 
a series of river steamers will regularly ply for 1,100 versts along 
the river Petchora, at times and dates published; and, in con- 
nection with the same, steamer communication between Arc- 
hangel and the mouths of the Petchora have been arranged for this 
season. This will unite all the vast northern and eastern terri- 
tories of this Government, making a 2 the central point, 
as the regular steamboat communications along the shores of the 
White Sea and the Murman coast will likewise this year 
greatly increased. During the year a Russian official geologi 
expedition will visit the islands of Novaia Zemlia, Vaigatz, and 
Kolgueff, for the purpose of investigating the mineral resources of 


* Report of Mr. H. A. Cooke, Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Archangel. (Foreign 
Office Miscellaneous Series, No. 371.) 
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these islands, more especially with reference to the coal resources 
of Novaia Zemlia, to which particular significance is attached in 
view of the projected naval port on the Murman coast. For 
these purposes various steamers have been placed under the 


orders of the Governor of Archangel, to whose energy this great 
improvement is due. The vessels of the Archangel Murman 
Company, Mr. Siberekoff’s steamer “ Nordenskjold,” and the 
Imperial cruiser “ Strielok,” acting under the orders of the 
Governor, will undertake these services, at the same time 
executing all the necessary hydrographical works in the neigh- 
bourhood. In addition to the geological experts, a Government 
mining engineer is to accompany the vessels. 

As the work of watching over Norwegian fishing will be 
concluded by June, the cruiser “ Strielok,” during the following 
months, will make surveys about Novaia Zemlia, convey there 
new colonies of Samoyedes, arrange loading piaces for goods, 
and then survey round Kolgueff, searching for a good anchorage 
on the western side for regular steamboat communications with 
_Archangel and the Petchora, and afterwards work at the mouth 
of the Petchors. All this will aid in utilising the distant, and 
hitherto neglected, portions of the province, and developing the 
mireral and other resources. 

Hardly less important are the telegraphic extensions already 
decided upon. The existing lines from Archangel to Kem are to 
be continued all along the ite Sea littoral and the Murman to 
Vadsé and Vardé. The lines now in course of erection from 
Mezen to Ust-tsilma, the centre of administration to the Petchora 
districts, will thus, in another way, bring the great outlying 
regions in touch with Archangel and with the world. 

A new and larger dredger is to be obtained next year, to 
further develop the accommodation of the port; and a new 
gunboat, now being built in England, will sail for Archangel this 
summer. 

It is to be hoped that the near future may see, perhaps, a dry 
dock and other shipping conveniences established here, and that 
the local merchants may move with the times, and aid in the 
removal of ancient customs obstructive to modern shipping and 
quick dispatch. 

The lighthouse appliances of the White Sea and Polar Sea are 
being continually extended, so that each succeeding summer 
should lessen the difficulties of navigation. 

The Imperial Government has sanctioned the grant of 100,000 r. 
for a commercial school at Archangel, and the merchants are 
entering into arrangements to provide the remaining funds, and 
this in addition to the splendid building in which the newly- 
established technical school carries on its work. ; 
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V.—NEW GREEK CURRANT BILL. 


A despatch, dated July 26, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Mr. F. Elliot, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
Athens, in which he encloses copy of a bill finally passed by the 
Greek Chamber of Deputies on the 24th inst., respecting the 
taxation of currants, 

The following is a translation of the principal clauses of the 
bill in question :— 

Art. —The land tax and export duty on currants, established 
by Articles 81, 128, and 129 of the law of the 5th of August 
1892, will be reduced by 4 drachmas on each 1,000 Venetian Ibs. 
exported, from the time when this law comes into force till the 
15th of Auguat 1896. 


Art. I1.—Currants exported within the time specified in the 
preceding Article shall be submitted to tax paid in kind, as a 
complement to that paid in money. This tax in kind is fixed at 
15 per cent. on the amounts exported, and % is paid in currants 
either of the same kind as those exported, or different in quality 
or place of growing, at the choice of the taxpayer, or in money, 
calculating the value of the currants at 90 druchmas per 1,000 lbs., 
the Government being obliged to buy currants with this money, 
and deposit them in the stores established for that object, when it 
can buy them at a price not exceeding 90 drachmas. 

Currants not perfectly dry, or mixed with other substances, or 
in a crushed condition, are inadmissible ; currants not well cleaned 
are also inadmissible. 


Art. I1I.—In the provinces in which currants are grown there 
shall be established public depédts in proportion to the currants 
grown, in order to receive in them the tax paid in kind, in 
accordance with the preceding Article. These stores will be 
subject to the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Finance. 


Art. 1V.—Exporters of currants must either deposit against 
receipt and keep in the depts mentioned in the preceding Article 
an amount of currants, which will be drawn upon in accordance 
with the requirement of the tax to he paid, as mentioned in 
Article II., or deliver at the time of exportation the proportional 
amount of tax in kind. 

The currants deposited shall be introduced into the stores in 
portions of 150 Ibs. or 300 lbs., or their multiples. 

The receipts proving the deposit shall be issued in the name of 
the person who deposited the currants, and shall be transferred 
by endorsement. Currants deposited in Government stores, in 
accordance with the above established rules, shall not be subject 
to the claim of another person or to an attachment. 
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Art. V.—The receipts for currants deposited, in accordance 
with the preceding Article, in any one of the stores, which will be 
issued in portions of 150 lbs, or 300 lbs. or their multiples, shall 
be good for payment of the tax paid in kind, either for currants 
exported from other | ie or for those exported from ports where 
the stores are located. 

Art. VI.—For amounts of tax payable in kind under 150 lbs., 
which cannot be entirely covered with receipts, as established in 
the preceding Articles, the value in money is collected, calculating 
the price of each 1,000 lbs. of currants at 30 drachmas. — 


Art. VII-—The amounts of currants, for which the corre- 
sponding receipts have not been used for payment of the tax in 
kind, may be withdrawn within three months from date of receipts 
by the owners of those receipts from the store in which currants 
are deposited, 1 per cent. being allowed for shrinkage. 

The Ministry of Finance will order the restitution of currants 
after seeing and annulling those receipts. 

If the store in which the currants were’ originally deposited 
does not contain currants at the time of the demand for restitu- 
tion in accordance with what is established above, the restitution 
may be made from another store, at the choice of the party who 
asks for the restitution. 


Art. VIIZ—On currants exported from abroad in sailing 
vessels or steamers, after the present law comes into force, the 
tax, in accordance with the present law, shall be imposed irrespec- 
tive of the day in which the declaration for exportation or 
shipment has been submitted. 


Art. 1X.—Currants received as established in Article II. shal! 
be sold by the Ministry of Finance altogether, or in paris not 
less than 50,000 lbs., either by public auction or otherwise, at a 
price fixed each time by eel: Decree, for industrial purposes 
exclusively in the interior. Currants which have not undergone 
an industrial process or which are whole or fit for food cannot be 
exported by the State or by purchasers, or put on the market 
in Greece, Purchasers are only permitted to transfer them 
to other manufacturers with the permission of the Finance 
Department. 

This prohibition shall be valid even after the termination of the 
present law. 


Art. X.—If the sums received from the sale of the currants, 
after deducting expenses required for the application of the 
present law, as well as the sums that may be paid in money 
instead of in kind, as established in Art. I1., exceed the total 
of the public revenue deducted in Art. I., the Minister of 
Finance by an Act will define this excess, and this sum will 
remain on deposit at the Public Treasury, and will be restored 
in accordance with what may be established by a special law on 
behalf of measures useful to currants growing. 
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Art. XI.—The Minister of Finance has the right of supervision 
and control of the use that is made of currants received in 
Government stores by purchasers or owners of such currants from 
the time when they are received from the stores till their com- 
plete industrial use. 


Art. XII—It is forbidden to use in distilleries within the 
realm other materials than those proceeding from grape and 
currant vines from the day on which the present law comes into 
force till end of December 1896. 

It is permitted that a pecpintionste delay should be granted 
by Royal Decree for distilling materials other than those grown 
from grape and currant vines, that may be found in stock in 
distilleries on the day on which the present law is enacted. 


Art. XXIV.—Ten days from the day of the establishment and 
organisation of stores in the province from which the exportation 
of currants is to be made, it is permitted to delay the payment in 
kind of the tax upon a guarantee in money being given at the 
Customs, which will be to the effect that the obligation established 
by law will be fulfilled within 20 days from the day in which the 
store shall be established and organised. 

The guarantee is fixed at 90 drachmas per 1,000 lbs. of currants, 

yable in kind; the bond is cancelled upon delivery of receipts 
of storage established in Art. IV. If the giver of the guarantee 
does not present within the 20 days the corresponding receipts of 
storage to cancel the bond, the money shall become the property 
of the Government. 

Art, XXV.—A Royal Decree will fix the time from which the 
present law will be enforced. 
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VI—THE BELGIAN MARGARINE TRADE 


In a report, dated May 22nd last, Mr. George W. Rooseveldt, 
United States Consul at Brussels, states that the consumption of 
margarine in Belgium during the past few years has been very 
considerable, The country produces from 2,000,000 to 3,000,000 
kilograms (4,409,000 to 6,613,000 pounds) annually. The present 
consumption requires an annual importation of about 12,000,000 
(26,455,000 pounds). 

ery nearly the entire quantity of margarine consumed in 
Belgium is imported from Holland. It is estimated that the 
annual consumption in Belgium of this article amounts to 
15,000,000 kilogs. (33,069,000 pounds). 

Statistics show a falling off in the importation of fatty substances 
_ other than butter and margarine, which proves that the latter 
product has almost entirely replaced fats of inferior quality which 
were formerly used. The consumption of margarine steadily 
increases, and it is now sold in all the cities of this country under 
a distinctive name. The Belgian Government is favouring the 
manufacture of margarine, not only to supply the home demand, 
tut, if possible, to compete with Holland for the English market. 
England imports annually more than 65,000,000 kilos.(143,300,000 
pounds) of this product, valued at 90,000,000 frances, princi- 
pally from Holland, which makes a speciality of mixing American 
oleomargarine with oil and milk. 

To secure a part of the trade with England, the Belgian 
Government proposes to establish a duty of 20 frs. per 100 kilos. 
(220°46 pounds) on all imported margarine, and an excise dut 
of 5 frs. on home production. The remittal of the excise tax will 
be authorised by law on exportation. 

In France, margarine, oleomargarine, alimentary fats, and 
similar products are liable to a customs duty of 15 frs. per 100 
kilos. ; and lard, 14°50 frs. per 100 kilos. In Germany, artificial 
butter is taxed 25 frs. per 100 kiloge. Pork, goose, and other 
melted fats, also margarine and beef marrow are taxed 12°50 frs. 
per 100 kilos. The Belgian Government wishes to confine the 
duty to natural butter, margarine, mixtures of fats and oil, and, 
excepting milk, will permit all raw materials free entry. 

To produce 100 kilogs. of margarine at least 65 kilogs. (143°3 
pounds) of oleomargarine, 20 kilogs. (44:2 pounds) of vegetable 
oil, and 30 kilogs. (66°43 pounds) of milk are required, half of 
the latter is eliminated in the form of water. 

Very little oleomargarine is manufactured in Belgium. Large 
quantities are produced in Austria and France, but cme. 
the entire continent of Europe receives its supply from New 
York and Chicago. Importation is almost pi vid the 
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port of Rotterdam, which received, in 1893, more than 35,000,000 
kilogs. (72,651,800 pounds). 

> Some time since, France sent a commission to Holland for the 
purpose of studying the methods employed there for the suppres- 
sion of frauds in butter making, and also to ascertain if the 
manufacture of margarine has ie favourable to agricultural 
interests. The report contains the attestation of seven mayors 
of communes in southern Holland, showing that since the intro- 
duction of the margarine industry in that country, not only has 
the price of milk increased, but also the number of cattle, which 
plainly shows that the industry in question has become a source 
of profit to the farmers. 


VIL—TRADE IN MOZAMBIQUE, 


‘The proximity of the Portuguese colony of Mozambique to 
that mining region of the Transvaal which is just now so active, 
adds interest to the commercial news from the three ports of 
Mozambique, Quilimane, and Lorenzo Marques, which appeared 
likely to benefit from the rapid development of South East 
Africa and maintain a regular trade with the interior, especially 
in goods which have to pass through the Portuguese colony. 

M. Paul Dreyfus, writing in the “Economiste Francais,” says 
that unfortunately, the immediate future of Mozambique is 
complicated by badly organised fiscal laws which impose import 
dues out of all proportion ; and the external trade of Mozambique 
has fallen toa lower point than it has attained for the past 20 
years. In 1888 this trade amounted to 383,000/., but in 1894 
it had sunk to 177,000/. as against 206,000/. in 1893, the drop 
from one year to the other being chiefly, if not wholly due to the 
increase in import dues for 1894. The articles chiefly imported 
into Mozambique consist of cottons, plain and printed; woollen 
and silk goods, wines, fancy goods, muslins, glass ware, sugar, and 
spirits. In 1892, the latest year for which details have been 
published, the value of printed cottons imported was about 
25,000/., and plain cottons 16,0001. These come chiefly from 
India, Zanzibar, and Germany, though it is believed that the 
greater part of the Indian goods come originally from England. 
In 1892 Mozambique sent 2,325 tons of produce to France, 1,480 
tons to Germany, 788 tons to Holland, and only 535 tons to 
England. England and (%ermany between them carry on the 
shipping trade ; the tonnage of English shipping in 1894 being 
81,630 as against 56,142 German in the same year. The high 
import dues are a great hindrance to trade at Quilimane. 

89231. 
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The articles of food imported into Quilimane come from 
England, Germany, Portugal, and France. Amongst the French 
goods ‘are wines and potatoes from Marseilies. Many of the 
French firms have branches in other ports of the country and on 
the Zambesi. The goods imported are sold to Anglo-Indian 
merchants who also buy ivory and gold-dust which they export 
to Bombay. Caravans no onger come to Quilimane as they 
used, the ivory being sold during its. passage through British 
territory where natives also find it easier to provide them- 
selves with what they want. The rapid appropriation of the 
different African regions is changing altogether the commercial 
aspect of affairs. This change is manifested in another way as 
regards Quilimane which has found a rival in the port of Chinde, 
whose export trade is increasing while that of Quilimane is 
growing less. This increase is due to the superior facilities for 
transport which the Zambesi offers over the Quaqua. The 
movement of shipping at Quilimane is for the most part 


Anglo-Indian. 

At Lorenzo-Marques the external trade shows a marked 
increase in 1894, the importation of railroad materials having 
reached 10,000 tons in the month of October. The Customs 
receipts have increased from 39,078/. in 1893 to 59,7641. in 
1894. The junction of the Dutch railway to Pretoria in the 
Transvaal with the railway system of the Cape, contributed much 
to the commercial activity of Lorenzo-Marques during last year. 
This port and the Cape are now connected by a line of about 


1,391 miles in length, and the journey is accomplished in about 
three days and a half. 
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 VIIL—THE SMYRNA FIG INDUSTRY. 


_ A communication has been received at the Foreign Office, dated 

July 15, from Mr. G. H. Fitzmaurice, Acting Consul-General at 
Smyrna, enclosing a special report on the Smyrna fig industry, 
drawn up in answer to a request from the Foreign Office. 

In the report, Mr. G. H. Fitzmaurice states that the Smyrna fig 
of commerce, properly ¢o called, Sad; only in the extensive 
valleys or plains watered by the Meander and Cayster rivers. 
Other inferior varieties from the neighbouring provinces of Asia 
Minor are, however, also dried and exported for the consumption 
of the lower classes in England and America, or to be used on 
the continent in the adulteration of coffee. This latter class is 
known as “Hordas.” The real Smyrna fig of the Meander or 


Cayster districts is of three varieties, of which the native names 


are “ Bardajik,” “ Lop,” and “ Sheker.” Of these the “ Bardajik ” 
is the most’ highly esteemed, being the thinnest-skinned and 
sweetest. 

The flower is not inoculated artifically, but fig-growers deem 
it necessary to hang the caprificus or wild fig in strings on each 
of the fruiting trees. A string consists of about 25 wild figs, 
and between the 15th and 30th May from one to three strings, 
according to the size of the tree, are hung on each fig tree. It 
is believed that the Cynip fly which is to be found in large 
numbers.in the Caprificus, is thus let loose, and helps materially 
towards the impregnation and fertilization of the fruiting fig, and 
experience has shown that trees not subjected to this process, or 
not growing in the immediate vicinity of the wild tree, do not give 
the same yield and often remain to a great extent sterile. The 
wild fig begins to turn yellow and drop, just as the fruiting fig 
begins flowering. The natives attach so much importance to 
these strings of wild figs that in times of scarcity they often 

rocure them from districts hundreds of miles distant and pay 
igh prices for them. 

5) aia fruit trees begin fruiting the third year, and the fruit 
is at once firm — for drying purposes. No trees give good 
crops in very poor dry soil, a deep sandy light yellow loam being 
the best. 

The Smyrniotes plough the soil four times a year, three times 
during winter, and once in April, the plough-share reaching a 
depth of six inches. Watering is not resorted to except in dr 
soils, and that only during the dry months of June and July. In 
some cases the fig gardens are flooded hy the winter rains, which 
bring down with them from the hillsides a rich deposit of 


detritus, and the trees are found to benefit very much by such 

inundations. The fruit commences to ripen about the end of 

July and is allowed to drop from the trees as soon as it matures ; 
B 2 
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the drying season is nearly over by the end of September, and the 
fruit which ripens last is, as a rule, of inferior quality. 

When collected from under the trees, the fruit is placed on 
thick dry grass or rushes, to complete its dessication, no solution 
being well in the drying process. After some three days’ 
exposure to the sun, it is stacked under cover, whence, as soon as 
a sufficient quantity has been collected, it is packed in sacks and 
sent to the market in the town of Smyrna, The fruit is not 
covered at night while drying as there are no heavy dews in 
Smyrna during the months of August and September. Any 
damp weather, especially rain, is found to be most prejudicial, 
often souring the fruit, and rendering it unfit for eating. During 
the ripening on the tree, the moist west wind during the day, and 
the cool land breeze during the night are highly beneficial, while, 
on the other hand, the dry north wind is harmful. The north 
wind, however, is very good for the fruit when ripe on the tree, 
or drying on the ground. 

The figs are packed into boxes as soon as they reach the market 
sometimes only a day or two after drying. Before being packed, 
each fruit is dipped into sea-water, if procurable, or, if not, into 
salted water. This quickens the sugaring which is considered so 
essential in the consuming markets, but is in no way necessary 
for the preservation of the fruit which keeps well in the primary 
state until the following hot season. 

The pressing which is always applied by hand only, is done 
separately as cach fig is placed in the box or drum, in which it is 
conveyed to Europe, and the shape is given according to the 
requirements of the special markets for which it is intended. 

An average crop is about 75 lbs. of dry figs per tree (about 4 
Ibs. of ripe green figs give 1 lb. of dry), but the yield varies 
according to the tree, from 20 lbs. to 120 lbs. 

The rainfall for the Smyrna district shows very marked 
variations from year to year, but an average of twenty years gives 
from 20 to 30 inches according to the district. The effect of 
these variations in the fig trees is most marked, dry years giving 
a yield of small undeveloped fruit, while raining seasons give 
souring and bad-keeping figs. 
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IX.—TRADE ROUTES IN PERSIA. 


The “Times of India” of June 14th last, quoting from the 
“Calcutta Review,” says that over territory equal in extent 
to the combined empires of Germany and Austria, the existing 
means of communication in Persia are practically nil. In the 
extreme north there are “two or three short lengths of abortive 
road” that are hardly worth noting. From Bunder Abbas, the 
port which affects the entire eastern half of Persia, there is 
nothing but a mule track for 700 or 800 miles—a two months’ 
journey ; between Bushire and Shiraz there are 167 miles of 
track, which our authority declares to be merely a succession of 
stairs; while further on, to Ispahan and even beyond, there 
is no road in the proper sense of the term, and the same 
thing is relatively true of the trade routes, such as they are, 
between Baghdad and Teheran, between Ispahan and Baghdad, 
and between the Karun river and Ispahan. What is wanted is 
at least one grand trunk line of railway and a great many good 
and well-made roads. 

The writer of the article in the “Calcutta Review” believes 
that it is possible to convince the Shah of the absolute necessity 
for at least roads for the wealth and contentment of his subjects, 
for the development of his own revenues, and for the uniting of 
his provinces and “consolidating that central authority towards 
“ which so much of his effort has been directed, and which must 
“ ever be a prime object with him.” The roads that are urgently 
needed are from Bunder Abbas to Meshed by way of either Kerman 
or Yezd, from Shiraz to Teheran by way of Ispahan, from the 
Karun river to Ispahan, and from Baghdad, or perhaps Hamadan, 
to Teheran. These could all be completed in atwelvemonth, while 
a railway of 1,500 or 2,000 miles would take about three years 
to construct, and would even then not be of much use without 
feeder roads. But even the railway question, the writer thinks, 
cannot long be deferred, being an 5 a necessity, whether 
viewed commercially or politically, for Persia herself. 

The scheme of the writer in the event of an agreement 
being arrived at between Russia and Great Britain, is for 
Russia to take up the connection between Tiflis and Teheran, 
a distance of about 500 miles, and for England to construct 
1,509 miles or so of grand trunk line and 400 miles to 
connect Shiraz with Bunder Abbas. “At the least cost, 
“ Russia would obtain a free outlet for her goods, not only all 
“ over Persia, but even to the Persian Gulf. England, of 
“ course, would gain the same advantages.” Kurrachee is 
suggested as the most advantageous starting point for such a 
railway, there being, it would seem, certain possible difficulties 
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about carrying it from Quetta through any portion of Afghan- 
istan. From Kurrachee to Bunder Abbas, the first 500 miles 
would be easy, and the grain trade would be an excellent 
source of revenue. The second portion of 500 miles or there- 
abouts—all these distances are obviously very rough—-would 
take in the three largest cities in Persia, Shiraz, Ispahan, and 
Teheran, and “this portion of the line would most assuredly 
pay,” while the last portion would run from Teheran, either to 
Tiflis by way ‘of Tabreez in a north-westerly direction, or due 
west into Turkish territory. It is understood, of course, that 
the line would not be a strategic one, but “a purely commercial 
line for British India, Persia, and even Russia.” But the fact 
is that in consequence of the constant petty revolts which block 
up trade routes for weeks or even months together, and other 
disturbing. causes in the unsettled state of the country, all such 
projects as these must be leit unrealised for some time to come. 

here is another suggestion in the article for the development 
of trade in ‘Persia, viz., the extension of the consular service, the 
. arrangements of the present day being the same as they were 
50 years ago. 


. 
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X.—THE COMMERCIAL CLAUSES OF 
CHINOJAPANESE TREATY OF APRIL 177u, 1895. 


The following is taken from French sources, which have been 
compared with and revised by the official publications issued by 
the apanese Government :— 

The commercial clauses, which are contained in Article VI. of 
the treaty of Shimonoseki are worth more than passing attention, 
for they promise to open up to foreign commerce a new and 
important market hitherto unexploited in the interior of China, 
It is for this reason that the international agreement of ‘the 17th 
of April last, is of interest to other countries than those more 
immediately concerned. No doubt the Japanese will themselves 
profit by the stipulations contained therein, but so also will other 
countries under the most-favoured-nation clause, to which, imore- 
over, the Japanese themselves layclaim under clause 6 of the 
treaty. 

The first concession obtained by Japan relates to the four new 
ports which will’ be opened to'foreign commerce under the same 
conditions as the 22 ports previously opened. The four ‘ports 
are Shashih in the province of Hupeh, Chung King in the 
province of Szechuan, Suchow in the province of Kiang-Su, 
and Hangchow in the province of Chekiang. a ae: 

At first sight it might ‘seem strange that the Japanese should 
especially stipulate for the opening of the town of Chung’ King 
on the upper Yangteze, as this{town has been, at least nominally, 
cpen to foreign’ commerce since 1890, but this is ‘no doubt 
owing to the difficulties which were’ raised by the Chinese during 
the original negotiations‘ for the opening up to commerce of this 
oni and ‘the conquerors ‘were no doubt desirous ‘to’ secure 
the possibility of dispute the right. of establishing them- 

ves in this important centre, for the town'’of Ohung King 
contains over 200,000 inhabitants and is besides the commercial 
metropolis of Szechuan, the richest and most thickly populated 
‘province of China: Shashih is situated considerably lower-down 
on the Yangtsze than Chung King, being 80 knots ‘below I-chang, 
the last port but one opened on the river. It’ is a much more 
important commercial centre than: I-chang, which’ latter is by ail 
‘accounts a poor place, and the Ohinese no doubt were quite aware 
of this’ when they opened it to European ‘commerce;:’ But 
the Japanese know well what they are doing, and they: have 
now exacted the right of trade as regards the most important 
commercial town on the Yangtsze after Hankow. Suchow and 
Hangchow are two towns situated at opposite ends of the canal 
of Woosung, which is a prolongation of the Imperial Canal. 
They are two towns which are still important, although not to 
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the same extent which they once were. The action of the 
Japanese, however, in opening them to foreign commerce will 
no doubt again render these places two of the most celebrated 
“ fou,” or market towns, of the Chinese Empire. 

The second question dealt with in the commercial clauses 
which constitute the 6th article of the treaty of Shimonoseki, 
relate to the steam navigation on the rivers and canals of China. 
The right of way in two directions only is stipulated for. These 
are (1) on the Upper Yangtsze between Ichang and Chung 
King, and (2) on the river and canal of Woosung between 
Suchow and Hangchow. 

The first stipulation is extremely important, as will be under- 
stood from the foregoing remarks on the resources of Ch 
King and of the province of Szechuan. Practically it is the 
realisation of the efforts which have been made with but small: 
success for the last 20 years by the English to open the navigation 
of the upper river. 

The convention of Chefou (1876) had given the English access- 
to Chung King, but only on the condition that the river should 
be opened up to steam navigation as far as that point. The 
Chinese calculated that the rapids on the upper Yangtzse, between 
the provinces of Hupeh and Szechuan, would render this conces- 
sion a dead letter. And, indeed, when in the year 1888 an 
enterprising Englishman, Mr. Little, attempted to make the 
ascent in the steamship “‘ Kuling,” the Chinese authorities raised 
every difficulty, and so successtuly that, aided no doubt by the 
bad construction of the vessel itself, they were able to prevent it 
from ascending even the first rapid above I-chang. The British 
Minister at Pekin and the adventurer himself, however, came very 
well out of the business, the former by obtaining the withdrawal 
of the “condition of navigation,’ and the latter by getting a 
substantial indemnity. The Kuling” was by the 
China Merchants Steam Navigation Company, but no further 
attempt was made to take it up the river. Now no doubt many 
attempts to make tbe ascent in steam vessels will be made by the 
Japanese, and possibly by the Chinese themselves, For, according 
to all accounts, the rapids above I-chang offer no insurmountable 
difficulties—at all events during the period of high water in the 
river—to vessels which are provided with sufficient propelling 
power ; and, indeed, it can be navigated even during thc period or 
low-water by vessels of a small draft. I-chang, the point to which 
the river is at present navigated, is 1,000 miles from the coast, that 
is to say, from 7 to 10 days by steamer from Shanghai according to 
the state of the river. From I-chang to Chung King is 400 miles 
or 8 days, allowance being made for the difficulties of the route. 
At present junks take from 30 to 40 days to accomplish the 
distance. When the proposed change becomes an accomplished 
fact it will revolutionize things on the upper Yangtsze. It is to 
be remarked, moreover, that the river above I-chang passes through 
the great coal basin of the centre of China, thought by some to 
be the richest in the world. The working of this coal will no 
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doubt furnish employment to many who now live by the haulage 
of boats and other industries on the river bank, and who will no 
doubt be at first displaced by the introduction of steam ; although, 
indeed, it should be remarked that, on the lower Yangtsze, the 
introduction of steam has had the effect, not of decreasing, but of 
multiplying the number of junks on the river. 

It is to be noted that, in the definite treaty between Japan 
and China, the former seems to have abandoned the claim for the 
opening up of the Canton river as far as Ou-chow, and eventually 
as far as Nankinfou on one of the branches of the river. Had 
this been insisted on, it would no doubt have had an effect on the 
French routes to Tonkin, considered as an outlet for the trade of 
Yunnan. 

The remaining two sub-sections of Article VI. of the treaty of 
Shimonoseki, which Article relates to the commercial concessions 
exacted by the Japanese, deal with the rights of the latter to carry 
on their commerce in China, their right to establish themselves in 
the towns and ports which are declared open, and to engage in 
industries and manufactures therein. It will be seen from these 
stipulations what minute precautions the Japanese are taking in 
re to avoid all chance of being defrauded of the advanta, 
which they claim; more particularly to guard against the imposition 
of that internal loca] taxation which has been hitherto one of 
the greatest impediments to the development of foreign commerce. 
It is well to remark the careful wording of the Articles in 
question, and more particularly the frequent repetition in it of the 
words “in the interior of China”—a term which it is probable 
will be of much import in the future. 

Such then shortly are the commercial advantages stipulated for 
by the Japanese in their treaty with China. It now remains to 
consider how far Japan is in a position at the present moment, or 
in the near future, herself to profit by it. 

One figure alone is sufficient to indicate the enormous strides 
the country has lately made in the manufacturing line, and that 
relates to the importation of spinning machinery, the value of the 
importations under this head amounting in the year 1893 to 
1,912,000 yen (or about 191,000/.), and in 1894 to 2,858,000 yen 
(or about 289,000/.). 

In late years textile industry in Japan has been developed 
more particularly in the direction of silks and cottons. The 
former has its principal centre at Yokohama, and has, apparently, 
by no means attained to its full development. The export of silk 
tissues from the port of Yokohama in 1893 amounted to more 
than 5,000,000 yen (or about 500,000/). The export of these 
tissues from the ports of Kobé and Osaka have been of little 
importance. 

ith regard to the whole of Japan, the exports of raw and floss 
silk, and of silk waste, have been for years past very large and 
is in fact quite the staple export of the country, being exported 
in 1889 to the value of 28,800,000 yen (or about 2,880,000/.), 
in 1892 to the value of 39,500,000 yen (or about 3,950,000/.), 
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and ‘in 1893 to the value of 30,900,000 yen (or about 3,100,0002.) 
During the same period the export of manufactured silk goods 
had* risen in value from 2,900,000 yen (or about 290,000/.) in 
1889 to 8,400,000 yen (or 840,000/.) in 1893. boobeart 
»These figures give some idea as to the extent to which the 
home industry in silk manufactured stuffs: may possibly be 
eventually developed. There are ‘also figures’ published relating 
to the cotton industries of Japan up to the end of the year 1893. 
In that year there were 40 cotton spinning establishments, with a 
total number of 381,781 spindles at work ; which produced yarns 
to the extent of 10,666,744 kwan, the kwan being equal to about 
8} 1bs,; the output therefrom in the year 1893 amounted to 
little short of 90,000,000 lbs. of cotton yarn. In February 1895 
there were 47 cotton spinning establishments at. work, with an 
aggregate number of 492,979 spindles; and in view of the 
increased importation of cotton spinning machinery referred to 
above, this number may be expected to be further increased. It 
should be observed that as recently as 1887 there were in Japan 
only 19 cotton spinning ‘establishments, with 70,220 spindles at 
work, The number -of spindles at work is of course the 
important factor, and this has increased in eight years to such an 
extent that there are at the present time seven times the number 
of spindles: at work that there were in 1887. At the same time, 
the proportionate production of cotton yarns to importation 
has changed completely; for whereas in the year 1887 the 
percentage of cotton yarn produced at home was 18 as against 
82 per cent. imported from/abroad, in 1893 the proportion had 
changed to 71 per cent. produced at home, against 29 per cent. 
imported from abroad. The production of cotton yarn, it may 
be remarked, is almost entirely confined to Kobé, Osaka, and its 
neighbourhood. 
~The numbers of the yarns produced are at present almost 
entirely confined to the coarser numbers between 16 and 32. 
From: this it has resulted that the -industry which has, up to the 
present most) suffered: from ;the production of cotton yarns in 
Japan°is that of Bombay, where very large quantities of the 
same.coarse numbers are produced. The importation of. these 
yarns from British India into Japan has decreased in the last 
five or six years from 50 to 75 per cent., whilst the importation 
of the yarns from the United Kingdom, which are of a finer 
deseription, has remained almost:stationary, . It is, however, quite 
ible that the latter may find themselves affected if the 
apanese take: to-using a larger proportion of American cotton, of 
which the: long-hank enables.much finer: numbers to be spun than 
does the shorter Chinese hank, which is at present that used by 
the Japanese. It is, however, possible that this contingency 
may be remote for this reason, namely, that the. principal 
customer of Japan for these-yarns is and likely to continue 
tobe China, where the habits and traditional customs will cause 
the continuance of the use of the coarser threads. At the same 
time, the cotton-spinning. and also. the weaving trade of Japan 
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must be at present regarded as a home trade, that is, a trade 
for the supply of the home market; for the export of cotton 
tissues ‘in the year 1893 amounted in value to but 163,000/,, 
whilst cotton yarns were exported to the value of 6,000/. only. 
These are insignificant amounts, but it is this cotton industry 
which may be expected to profit most from the commercial 
clauses of the treaty of Shimonoseki, for the extreme cheap- 
ness of labour, and of coal also, in Japan, as well as the long 
hours of labour, besides other circumstances, such as the present 
rate of exchange, give to the cotton spinner of Osaka such 
advantages in the matter of cost. of production that he is. able 
to work 50 per cent. cheaper than the cotton-spinner of Bombay, 
who also has many considerable advantages as compared with the 
Manchester producer, In this connection it may be well to 
observe that the average daily wages of a male operative in Japan, 
caleulated at the present rate of exchange on London, amounts to 
only a fraction above 4d. per diem, whilst the average daily wage 
of a female operative at the same rate is only 21d. But though 
the silk and the cotton trades show large increases in Japan, there 
is also another industry, namely, the linen trade, which, though as 
yet small, also shows signs of development, for in 1889 the exports 
of linen manufactured amounted to only 750/.; in 1893. this 
amount had risen to 7,636/, The Japanese are also exporting 
linen yarns during the last few years, which it is stated they are 
selling at a loss: inorder to obtain a) footing on the Chinese 
market. As regards the general trade of Japan, this has risen, 
taking the imports and exports together, from 26,000,000 yen in 
1868 to 178,000,000 yen in 1893, and 230,000,000 yen in 1894, 
of which exports were 113,000,000 yen, and imports 117,000,000 
yen, the valueof the “yen,” at the present rate of exchange, being 
about 2s, These are large figures, and when taken in con- 
junction with the activity of. the people and the richness of the 
country in coal and in: mineral ores generally, they indicate the 
possibility of large extension in the future, and the rise of a 
commercial power. which it is very possible may seriously compete 
with European commerce in the far East. ik 
‘There is one other point with regard to the Chinese-Japanese 
arrangement. which must not be forgotten, and that is the cession 
of Formoss. At the present moment, after raw cotton, the .most 
important article of import into Japan is sugar. In the year 1893 
this article was imported to the value of -11,564,000- yen, or-about 
one million and a quarter sterling, By far the largest proportion 
of this is at present imported into Japan from the Dutch Eaat 
Indies, and from Queensland ved Hong Kong, and indeed at -the 
present moment sugar forms the staple and almost only article. of 
import from the latter place to Japan. .With Formosa in the 
hands of the Japanese a large development in-the production of 
sugar in that island may be looked for in the near future, and 
. this may very possibly have the effect of producing considerable 
alterations in the sugar trade in the far East, 
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The Chino-Japanese treaty has been attracting a great deal of 
attention in France, and the ‘London and China Telegraph,” 
which is published in London, in its issue of the 10th 5 uly 
last, states that the Lyons Chamber of Commerce has taken the 
initiative in organising and sending out a French commercial 
mission to China, to which it has subscribed important sums. 

The mission is stated to be composed of 20 members, manu- 
facturers, engineers, doctors, &c., and it will be directed by a high 
official of the Department of Foreign Affairs who has for a long 
time occupied an important post in China. The Mission will 
probably embark on 1st September 1895 at Marseilles on one of 
the boats of the Messageries Maritimes, its destination being the 
Chinese provinces opened to European commerce by the treaty 
of Shimonoseki. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Commerce 
have given special advantages to the mission, which will have an 
official status, The working members of it are to be young men 
who have passed with credit through the higher commercial 
schools, and have gained some practical experience in what the 
“ Temps” calls the “ politics of commerce.” The mission will go 
direct to Shanghai. Thence it will ascend the Yangtsze-Kiang as 
far as Chung-King, which will be made the headquarters. From 
Chung-King as a centre, expeditions will be sent out over the 
provinces of Szechuan, Hunan, and Quei-Chow, and a thorough 
exploration will be made of the province of Yunnan. In the last- 
mentioned province a junction will be effected at Yunnan-Fou, 
with a similar expedition organised in Tong-King, and the two 
missions will devote their combined efforts to making a complete 
survey of the region which adjoins Tong-King, and to ascertaining 
the advantages which may be derived for Tong-King from the 
development of Yunnan. 

The Lyons Chamber of Commerce, it is added, has provided funds 
to support the mission for two years. It has sent a circular to all 
the other leading Chambers of Commerce, inviting their co- 
operation. In this document they state :—* It is beyond question 
“ that the recent events of the war between China and Ja 
“ must lead to an evolution in the policy of the Celestial Empire, 
“ more especially as regards the facilities and commercial advan- 
* tages to be conceded to Europeans. At a time when the Great 
“ Western Powers are about to obtain a greater freedom to 
‘penetrate into the interior of the country, and will possibly be 
“ enabled to instal commercial and industrial establishments, it 
“ has struck us that it would be materially conducive to the 
“ commerce and manufactures of our district that a body of 
“ young men, possessed of adequate technical training, should be 
“ instructed to investigate on the spot the resources and 
* commercial riches capable of being turned to profitable account.” 
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XI—RAILWAY ENTERPRISE IN EGYPT.* 


In no way is the industrial progress of Egypt better illustrated 
than by the present development of its railway system. Railway 
building is not a recent innovation in the ancient land of the Nile 
however, as the first line—from Alexandria to Cairo—dates from 
1852; and five years later the English engineer, Robert Steven- | 


son, completed rail communication between Alexandria and Suez, 

making the “ overland route” to India as practicable for freight- 
ing as it had been for passenger traffic. This is now almost | i 
wholly superseded by the _ canal of De Lesseps. 

It may be stated that eypt, in proportion to population, has 
more railway mileage and better service than Austria, Hungary, 
Spain, or Portugal. All railways are Government property, with | 
the exception of a short suburban road from Alexandria along the | 
Mediterranean to Ramleh, a 15-mile line connecting Cairo with { 
the health resort of Helouan, and a steam tramway on the bank 
of the Suez Canal, joining Port Said with Ismailia. These ' 
private enterprises, as well as the Government lines, are very { 
profitable. The income of the Government lines is pledged to | 
certain European creditors of the country, as a partial consequence | 
of the extravagance of Khedive Ismail. | 

A network of rails spreads over most of the delta, and the q 

main line has during the Jast two or three years been extended 
southward in the Nile valley to Girgeh, 336 miles from Cairo. 
Two years hence the road will be completed to Keneh, 66 miles | 
further south ; and contracts have just been signed for carrying 
it to Assouan, the frontier town of Egypt, at the first cateract of 
the Nile, and 710 miles from the Mediterranean. This terminus 
is expected to be reached in time for the Upper Nile tourist traffic 
of 1897-98. 

The moderate speed at which all trains, save the expresses, 
are driven, and the cheapness of native labour, permit the working 
expenses to be kept much below the European average. A level 
country, with frosts and violent storms unknown, makes railway 
construction a simple matter. Rock blasting, tunnelling, excavat- 
ing, and trestle building are practically unnecessary. Bridging 

the Nile, however, is expensive. The present cost of construc- 
tion in the delta, where bridges over irrigating canals are numerous, 
averages 5,833/. per mile of normal gauge; but in Upper Egypt 
the cost is not more than 5,208/, The narrow-gauge (one metre) 
extension from Keneh to Assouan is to cost only 2,604/. a mile. 

Most of the locomotives come from Belgium, and the first-class 
passenger cars from England. Rails are also supplied by England, 
and bridge work by Belgian and French firms. Most of the 


* Report of Mr. Frederic C. Penfield, Agent and Consul General for the United 


States at Cairo, April 6, 1895. 
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ineers and firemen are natives, the former receiving from 6/. 
to 161 per month, and the latter from 31. to 4/. per month ; the 
wages of the few European engineers employed average 211. a 
month, The railways are managed by an international adminis- 
trative board of three, the chairman of which is an Englishman. 
The others are, respectively, French and Egyptian, while the 
heads of the different departments represent nearly every European 
country. Sealed tenders for all materials are invited from English 
and other ~~ 8 industrial centres, and the most advantageous 
The appended table gives information valuable to anyone 
interested: in railway matters. The enormous increase of. pas- 
sengers carried, the reductions in passenger and freight charges 
= maing the small increase of receipts, are specially wei 
of notice :— 
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, Per Cent. of 
‘ Passengers Mileage open 7 
Year. Total Receipts. to Traffic, with- 
out Sidings. Receipts. 

£ No. Miles. Per Cent. 
1890 1,467,000 4,696,286 961, 43°38 
1891 1,699,000 5,612,562 961 43°3 
1892 1,750,000 7,047,295 1,000 43°3 
1898 1,686,000 9,301,081 1,081 43°2 
1894 1,848,000 9,827,813 1,088 48-2 


Street. railways with electric traction are promised for Cairo 
next year, the concessionaires being Belgians; and Alexandria is 
expected soon to follow suit. There are several bidders fora 
concession for an electric tram line from Cairo to the Pyramids, 
a.distance of 10 miles, to accommodate the enormous number of. 
winter visitors to the capital. The Egyptian ministry recently 
had from a Frenchman a serious application for permission to . 
build a. funicular railway to the top of the great pyramid, The 
request was not taken into consideration. 
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XII—THE CONDITION OF DAHOMEY.* 


The coast line of Dahomey extends about 177 miles round the 
Gulf of Benin; the exact limits of the country inland are not 
clearly defined, but Togo, under a German protectorate, is 
generally included. The temperature of this territory is equa- 
torial, ranging from 20 to 35 degrees Centigrade, and for this 
reason Dahomey will be always inferior as a colonising place to 
Madagascar, at least a third part of which island can be inhabited 
by Europeans, The fauna and flora of Dahomey are of an extra- 
ordinary richness and the negroes, who above all are an agricultural 
race, live in abundance with very little toil, which for the most 
part is left in the hands of the women, The chief articles of 
cultivation are cotton, cocoa-nut, indigo, oil-nuts, palm, manioc 
and maize, and since the French occupation coffee has been tried 
with some degree of success. For the present, however, palm-oil, 
cotton, and oil-nuts are the principal products. 

The palms which yield the oil are cultivated with as much care 
as the date palms of Tunis or the Sahara. Territorial property 
is not recognised except in {the case of palms, and when these 
cease to be cultivated on private soil, the ground again becomes 
the common property of the village. The harvest is regularly 
gathered, and without ane apparent distinguishing mark a native 
will recognise his own palms eyen in the forests. Native agents 
scour the country to buy the oil which is then forwarded to the 
ports. These agents are clients of the chief foreign firms who 
open credit accounts for them in order that they may collect a 
big stock. On the roads there is a constant coming and going of 
merchants and bearers, and on the lagoons, of canoes loaded with 
barrels. In the different markets there.are variations in price as 
in Europe and business is regulated by the law of supply and 
demand. The peasant inhabitant of the interior allows himself to 
be controlled by his own middleman and never gives his produce 
to achance comer. The ports of Whydah and Kotonou are the 
centres of this important trade. The peasant knows all the 
agents or middlemen, and easily obtains credit. 

Dahomey is covered with oil palms, it is possible to travel for 


10 or 15 hours ona cart or in a canoe without losing sight of them. 
The flowers hang in bunches, and the fruit is a sort of nut of a 


fibrous pulp impregnated with fatty substances. The bunches, 
eithiersd! as soon as the nut is red, are first'thrown in a heap; the 
nuts are allowed to ferment, are then shelled and placed in earthen 
pans filled with water and boiled over a slow fire for 6 or 7 hours. 


* Based on an article in the “ Economiste Frangais ” of 6th July 1995. 
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They are then pressed by women with bare feet in mortars 
hollowed in the trunks of trees or disused canoes. This operation 
lasts two or three days to a slow monotonous chant. When the 
nuts are considered to be sufficiently pressed, water is thrown 
into the receptacles and stirred with the hand ; a sort of orange- 
coloured froth, sweet to the taste and having an odour of the 
violet commences to rise to the surface. This is the first oil and 
the finest, fresh and edible. It is collected into jars by means of 
ealabashes. The water is then poured off and there remains at 
the bottom the kernels, which are peeled and taken to the 
factory. From these kernels a second oil is extracted which 
forms about 41 per cent. of the total quantity. 


But the cil is not the only product of the palm. The tuft 
at the extremity forms the palm cabbage which makes an 
excellent salad, and from the trunk itself a liquid is drawn by 
incision, which, fermented, becomes palm wine. The leaves are 
utilised for roofing the wooden buildings. From the flexible fibre, 
cordage, baskets and even tissues are made. The residue of the 
nuts and the kernels make an excellent food for pigs, and thus 
every portion of the tree is utilised in some way or other. The 
palm flowers and bears fruit several times a year, and is extremely 
hardy. Dahomey is likewise rich in cocoa-nut and bananas; 
manioc and maize furnish flour, but wheat will not grow. 


The fertility of the soil, the extraordinary wealth of flora, the 
abundance of the most varied game, has not, however, prevented 
Dahomey from developing a certain amount of industry, espe- 
cially in the working of iron, the weaving of certain coarse 
stuffs, dyeing, pottery, and the preparation of leather. The 
Government of Dahomey, and the military caste, which formed its 
principal element, have not absolutely paralysed the economic 
development of the country, but they have been opposed to any 
' relations with foreign powers, in the fear that sooner or later such 
relations might imperil their sway, especially as they seem 
of late years to have become conscious of the horror which their 
bloody practices inspired. 

Since the commencement of the 17th century, the Portuguese, 
French, and English had opened up trade along the Slave Coast 
for the barter of palm oil, cocoa-nuts, and slaves; and for some 
time Marseilles has kept up a trade of its own with Dahomey. It 
was at the earnest solicitation of the people of Marseilles that the 
expedition against Behanzin was resolved on in 1891. 


Since the defeat and transportation of Béhanzin, Dahomey has 
been formed into a Government, under the control of the 
Governor-General of Western Africa. This Government is 
divided into three districts—annexed territories, protected terri- 
tories, and territories within political influence. 

The protected territories retain their former political organisa- 
tion of little states governed by local kings, and extend as far as 
Houssa and Bornou, Mussulman centres. It is with these 


Aug. 1895.] THE CONDITION OF DAHOMEY,. 153 


kinglets that the various treaties have been made by German or 
English agents, and it is through their dominions that the com- 
petition for supremacy between French, English, and German 
commercial agents is always going on. 

The population of these territories, as indeed of all Africa, has, 
in general, been much exaggerated. The total population of 
Dahomey proper may be estimated at not more than 150,000. 

The following table shows the value of the imports and exports 
of Dahomey for the last five years :— 


Years. Imports. Exports. 
1890 140,000 237,000 
1891 232,000 307,000 
1892 257,000 370,000 
1893 418,000 347,000 
1894 431,000 399,000 


The above figures are quoted from the “ Journal Officiel du 
Dahomey.” Kotonou and Whydah are the two chief centres of 
commerce. Palm oil to the amount of 10,000 tons, as well as 
20,000 tons of almond oil, were exported last year. 

This movement is, it is stated, destined to develop, in conse- 
quence of the security which the French occupation has created and 
which it maintains in this part of Africa. By the Benoué, or the 
Niger, or the affluents of the Volta, or by internal routes in use at 
one time, and likely to be opened up again, communications will 
be established with the Mussulman States of the Soudan. The 
European factories of the Gulf of Benin, epee those of 
Dahomey and the Ivory and Gold Coasts, will, next century, 
become excellent commercial centres. 

The Customs receipts of the French establishments on the 
Gulf of Benin amounted to 12,000/. in 1890, 32,0002 in 1891, 
28,0007. in 1892 (year of the war), 44,000/, in 1893, and it is 
estimated 60,000/. in 1894. 

This steady increase has come about naturally by the develop- 
ment of trade and the collecting of the Customs dues which 
existed before the war, The dues have not been raised, and the 
country has not been unduly pressed. The general situation in 
Dahomey may, therefore, be considered, from a French point of 
view, to be most satisfactory. 
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_ XIIL—COFFEE GROWING IN PERU 


Peru has been ‘known for many years as a coffee-producing 
country, but the coffee grown on the coast has been absorbed by 
home* consumption, and Peru’s ‘appearance as an exporter of 
coffee is of recent date, although she is now likely to be a 
considerable competitor with other countries. Coffee planting was 
begun and_ coffee is still cultivated near the port of Pacasmayo, 
with success, But although the cultivation on the coast could be 
somewhat extended, it must always remain restricted, as there are 
only certain favoured localities in which the planter can hope for 
a profitable return. 

The région which Peru offers to the coffee planter, unsurpassed 
in fertility, and almost unlimited in extent, is situated on the 
eastern slopes of the Andes, at a height of from 2,000 to 6,000 
feet above the sea, among the network of streams and rivulets that 
find their way into the great tributaries of the Amazon. This 
region, known as the montafia, has hitherto been shut off from ihe 
world by lack of communications, and above all by the difficulty 
of crossing the high ridge of the Cordillera that bars it from the 
coast. In spite of these difficulties coffee has been cultivated both 
in the south in the gold-bearing districts of Sandia and Carabaya, 
and in the centre of Peru in the valleys of Chanchamayo, 
Vitoc, and Huanuco. It is Chanchamayo, for most of the 
coffee that passes under the names of Vitoc or Huanuco comes 
from Chanchamayo, which is the real coffee-planting district of 
Peru, and it is the production of this region that has elevated 
Pera to the rank of a coffee-exporting country. This is due to 
_ the completion of the Central Oroya Railway by the Peruvian 
Corporation to its present terminus at Oroya, giving railway 
carriage over the crest of the Cordillera, and also to the opening 
up of the Perené and adjacent valleys which form its prolongations. 
Oroya, the terminus, is situated about 60 miles from the Chancha- 
mayo Valley, and there is a fair road all the way, passing through 
the town of Tarma, the capital of a department, with good hotels 
and some 7,000 inhabitants. The Chanchamayo Valley, itself 
abont 10 miles long, is now in the hands of private owners, but 
the rich and far more extensive valleys beyond it of the Perené, 
Paucartambo, and Rio Colorado hayé ‘now been united with La 
Merced, the last town in Chanchamayo, by the extension of the 
Tarma-Chanchamayo road, through a short but difficult defile. 
The output of coffee from the whole region was about 1,500 tons 
in 1893, but extensiveplanting has lately taken place, and it is 
calculated that production will shortly be trebled. 

It is considered that coffee can be raised at the expense of five 
Peruvian soles per quintal, of 100 lbs., the yield of a tree after 


* “South American Journal,” July 13, 1895. 
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the third year being about 3 lbs." mg the ground is easy, ‘the 
hill sides being covered with dense but light timber, easily felled 
and burned. The average cost of clearing away may be taken 
at 65 soles (62 10s.) a hectare, or about 2/. 12s, per acre.. ‘The 
number of plants that can be planted with advantage on a‘hectare 
is about 1,700 to 1,800, or say 700 to the acre, although a larger 
number are often put into the ground. Young plants can be 
obtained for 5 soles (10s.) per 1,000. t .yote 

Coffee is usually bought at the planter’s door by Italian housés 
in Tarma at prices varying from 18 soles (1/. 16s.) to 30 soles 
(32) :per quintal, and the cost of transport of a quintal from 
Chanchamayo or from the Perené to the port of Callao by mule 
and railway is from 4 to 5 soles per quintal. Recent lots have 
been sold in New York at 22. (gold) per lb., a price which is 
equal to that of the best Mexican or Central American, with the 
exception of one or two favoured qualities, and it is expected that 
this will improve when the coffee is better cleaned for the market. 

The principal difficulty of cultivation in the Peruvian montafia 
lies in the broken character of the ground. This in itself is 
favourable to coffee cultivation, as the hillsides afford slopes where 
the young plants can be raised without being exposed to the sun 
all day long, and the expense of protecting the young plants by 
artificial shade is avoided. But the broken ground and frequent 
streams, the necessity of bridges and cuttings, &c., render ‘the 
question of communications the: most important of all. It is this 
that makes the opening up of the Perené so significant, and 
in that valley the Peruvian Corporation possesses a concession 
in perpotadl proprietorship of 1,260,000 acres. Planters ‘are 
unwilling to settle far from the main roads and to face the cost 
of keeping open trails through the forest and of bridging rivers, 
where these primary ‘necessities are’ not undertaken by large 
capital or by associated effort. There: is, therefore; considerable 
reluctance in taking up free grants from the Government away 
from the main routes, and a tendency to move into lands like 
those of the Peruvian Corporation, where solid bridges and roads 
have been made and are maintained. Moreover, the free conces- 
sions granted by the Peruvian Government have been characterised 
by .recklessness, and as the ground has never been properly 
surveyed, and as the concessions, which have never been officially 
demareated, are located by means of more or less vague geographi- 
cal references, there is no security that they do: not overlap or 
will not be a source of dispute and of law suits, Settlers on the 
concession of the Peruvian Corporation are also exempt from 
taxes for 10 years. Sales of land to planters have lately been 
effected at the price of 1/. a hectare, say 8s. per acre, and there 
are also colonists on the land receiving advances from the com- 
pany, and getting title deeds in their grants when the advances 
are worked off. Special arrangements are made with intending 
planters under special circumstances. 

The climate of the whole Chanchamayo and Perené district is 
excellent, and malarial fever may be said to be unknown. 
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Labour is supplied by the Indians from the Cordillera, the 
ordinary wage being from 50 to 60 c. Peruvian silver per day. 

Besides coffee, cacao, cocoa, tobacco, indigo, rice, sugar-cane, 
maize, &c., can be grown on the Perené, while wild vanilla is 
found in the forest, and could be brought under domestic culture. 

An experimental plantation of tea is also being made. In 
addition to the light timber, cabbage-wood, &c., growing in the 
valley, there are found valuable trees like the walnut and cedar, 
and several kinds of hard woods. 


XIV.—AGRICULTURE IN ARGENTINA.* 


The capacity of Argentina to produce wheat may be almost 
said to have taken the world by surprise. It is comparatively 
but a short time ago that little or no consideration was given to 
the marvellous fertility of ber soil, and to the great advantages 
she would naturally have over other countries in her large level 
plains, in the variety of her climate, in the absence of forests and 
other obstructions, and in her proximity to the seaboard and 
navigable rivers. One has to look back no further than 15 years 
to find that the area of cultivation did not amount to more than 
180,000 acres, and that inasmuch as wheat figured amongst the 
articles of necessity, she was obliged to import to the extent of 
177,000 tons. But since that period agriculture has crept on apace, 
until the area cultivated is now said to siand at 15,000,000 acres. 
And if the statement of Mr. Fieiss, who from time to time was 
appointed as an expert and official reporter both on behalf of the 

ational and Provincial Governments, is correct, it appears 
that out of a total of 1,212,600 square miles, there are some 
240,000,000 acres suitable for the purpose of production of wheat. 
When it is, therefore, taken into consideration that but 15,000,000 
acres is the amount now computed to be given over to agriculture, 
it will readily be appreciated what an immense extent of land 
‘there still remains to be tilled. This operation is carried out, 
mainly, as explained in previous reports on this subject, in the pro- 
vinces of Buenos Ayres, Santa Fé, Cordova, and Entre Rios. 
They comprise a region which may generally be stated to extend 
from latitude 30 degrees to 41 degrees south, and bounded west- 
wards by longitude 65 degrees, and eastwards by the river 
Uruguay and the Atlantic coast, the centre being that portion of 
the province lying between the Central Argentine Railway on the 
north and the Pacitic Railway on the south. 

Before dealing with the most recent figures it is necessary to 
point out again that the statistics uot being altogether reliable, 
can only be taken approximately. The official bureau has 


indeed been at some pains to collect information and establish 


* Based on report of Mr. Pakenham, Her Majesty’s Consul at Buenos Ayres. 
(Foreign Office Miscellaneous Series, No. 369.) 
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from time to time an analysis of the agricultural and pastcral 
state of the country, but through lack of efficient local collabo- 
ration, and the unwillingness common in all countries on the 
pet of the private individual to contribute, the result has not 

en satisfactory, and upon examination the reports show a want 
of thoroughness and an element of conjecture which prevents one 
from resorting too confidingly to its pages. 

Bearing this, however, in mind, we have as the official estimate 
of the yield of the total wheat crop for 1894 the amount given of 
2,154,000 tons, which shows a substantial increase over the cro 
of 1893, estimated at 1,750,000 tons, and that for 1892, whic 
figures at 995,000 tons. 

- Writing from Rosario, which is the principal town of Santa Fé, 
ranking next to Buenos Ayres in importance both as regards its 
and commerce, and known as the granary of the Republic, 

r. Vice-Consul Mallet estimates the total wheat crop of the 
province for the year 1895 at 860,000 tons. 

This is rather a falling off as compared with the previous year’s 
crop, which amounted to 1,200,000 tons. Mr. Malet observes 
that this is due to unfavourable weather, early frosts, and ane, 
and not to any decrease in cultivation. How greatly the wheat 
crop has developed in this province will be seen from the following 
table :— 


Wheat produced in Rosario. 
Year. Quantity. 
Tons. 
1881 2,000 
1891 504,000 
1893 634,000 
1894 1,200,000 


It is, however, looking at the figures with regard to the export 
of wheat that some idea of the enormous advance of Argentina 
as a wheat-growing country may perhaps best be realised, as the 
following table will show :— 


Wkeat exported from Argentina. 
Year. Quantity. 
Tons. 
1889 23,000 
1893 1,008,000 
1,608,000 


| 
| 
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In fact,.in 1893, this country which only.13..years before had 
imported wheat, had as regards the export of this commodity 
actually, taken the rank of the third most important country of 
the world... 


Turning!again.to. Rosario, .or the granary, as it is called, of. the 
Republie, there was an increase in the export of wheat in 1894 of 
322,000 tons. “ I predicted,” says Mr. -Vice+Consul Mallet, “ in. my 
report.on .the trade.and, agriculture of; this province for the year 
1892, when 253,000 tons;of wheat were shipped from Rosario, that 
the.time was not far distant. when the export of grain would reach 
1,000,000 tons.. This prediction has almost been. verified, for in 
1894, in spite of unfavourable circumstances, the total wheat. crop 


reached: 1,200,000 tons,.and.850,000 tons of this were exported.” 


-) Phe-results of 1894 have proved thatthe country has shipped 
-over 3,500,000 tons, and consumed ‘for local requirements a. little 
cover 500,000°tons. It would be:rash to augur the» same: results 
for 1895, as the drought, hailstones, and storms have much 
damaged wheat inthe north of Santa Fé and Entre Rios. In 
1893-94 theraverage yield of an acre of wheat was 13 to 14 
bushels’ per acre, and in view of the unfavourable climatic 
amfluences this year it: may be put down this season at 11 bushels, 
‘so: that a crop of: not more than about 1,700,000 tons is expected, 
of which there will, perhaps, be a surplus for export of 1,000,000 
tons, as against 1,500,000 tons in 1894. But it is considered 
that this falling-off will be more than compensated for by the 
surplus in the export of linseed and maize. There are some, it 
is true, who believe that the export will be much legs, but they 
may be attaching too much importance to the bad yield in the 
province of Santa Fé, and forgetting that the wheat zone is very 
extensive while the crops in the province of Buenos Ayres this 
year are good. 


From the foregoing it will be seen, therefore, that depression 
as generally understood in the United Kingdom cannot be said 
to have reached an acute stage in Argentina. There are happily 
as yet in this country no allusions to be made to the grave state 
of the agricultural population, on the contrary the above statistics 
have shown that the cultivation of wheat, the principal product, 
has largely increased. Yet, although depression has not reached 
the stage it has in Great Britain, it does, however, exist, and it 
arises solely from the fall in prices in European markets, though 
somewhat counteracted by the high premium on gold. This de- 

sion in prices has made itself felt since the year 1891 when 
14 dol. per 100 kilos. (220 lbs.) was paid to the producer. In 
1892 prices at the same rates ranged from 9 dols. 50 c. to 7 dols, 
There was a further drop in 1893 until in 1894 they stood at 
6 dols. for the seller in the market and 4 dols. for the producer on 
the farm. 

Undoubtedly this great fall is the cause of much anxiety, and 
it is generally stated that if the price of grain, more especiall 
wheat, continues so low, and the paper currency, in which all 
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expenses are defrayed, should improve in - value, it’ will not pay 
to grow. wheat, the colonist. sill be obliged to give his 
attention to growing other more profitable produce.:: This year’s: 
crop will probably be- a poor one, so’ that» the ‘continued: fall-i 
prices will leave buta very small profit to the grower. Still it 
appears to be the general opinion of » most» agriculturists in 
Argentina that wheat in average seasons can oultivated, 
profitably so as to sell at 20s. a quarter in England at the presenti 
rate of premium on gold, 

Eo meet this: depression the only remedy so: far resorted) to is. 
to ineréase production, and so: make up :in: quantity what vis lost. 
in value. But there are local causes .which at times prove an 
obstacle; Mr. Vice-Oonsul ; Mallet: says that)in» Santa. Fé) the: 
principal drawbacks: which the agriculturist has to contend 
against are (1) the frequent droughts; (2) the locusts, (3) the late 
frosts: and hail. It has been the unfavourable weather which 
is the cause of the decrease this year in the production of wheat 
in Santa Fé. The locusts,;as a: rule, arrive too late to do harm 
to: the: wheat, but:maize and lucerne, especially the former, have 
suffered severely from the plague, which accounts for the falling off 
in the-maize export. 9 

The: unsettled: state: in “which the country still -remaine, 
and: the absence’ of good: administration, has been the cause 
of the ‘want: of capital whichis’ the real drawback ‘to the 
progess and development of a naturally rich country. That 
eapital comes from abroad,)and it will shun the Republic until 
its reputation has been restored. It is the foreigner who conducts 

commercial enterprises. . It is the foreigner who acquires from 
the Argentinesia large area of agricultural land, and calls in the 
assistance of the nomadic colonist to till his. land-and so eventually 
leave it a good pasturage,’ At present''there ‘has never: been a 
more excellent opportunity of ‘acquiring agricultural lands owing 
to their cheapness in a depreciated paper currency. 

Want of capital is felt in the hindrnce to the development 
of railways in districts where they arae most wanted, in the 
absence of good roads facilitating access to centres of production, 
in the need of improvements to ports, in want of proper means of 
storage, and in the establishment of elevators and granaries which 
are quite insufficient to hold any large quantities ready for ship- 
ment at present. 

The second real drawback is the want of labour, and this is 
due to the decrease in immigration. The number of persons 
arriving within recent years from abroad show a large falling off 
as compared with the year 1889, when 260,909 came to Argen- 
tina. That was, it will be recollected, a time of state-aided 
aoe. The immigration is now spontaneous, and that it 
should not increase to any great extent is not surprising when 
the depreciation in paper currency, and the consequent fall in 

is taken into account. The wages in the country are now 
but a shilling a day, and though subsistence is cheap, the standard 
of comfort is low, and at the rate at which the premium on gold 


160 AGRICULTURE IN ARGENTINA. [Aug. 1895. 


stands, the value of savings is very much diminished. It would 
appear, therefore, that there is not much inducement for people 
to emigrate at. present to the Argentine Republic. The main 
disadvantage which the decrease in numbers entails as far as the 
agricultural condition of the country is concerned, is due to the 
fact that the Argentines themselves prefer the old-established 
tice of stock-raising, and the agricultural classes are drawn 
the foreigners, the bulk of whom are Italians, and these are 
chiefly a nomadic people, merely coming for the wheat season, 
and returning when that is over for the harvest in their own 
country. The consequence is that at a time when labour is most 
in demand, the wages paid are very high. In 1894, in the 
month of November last, up to 10s. per diem, plus rations, were 
paid to every hand. Gardeners, cabmen, mechanics, every sort 
and condition of man emigrated from the city attracted by the 
very high price offered them by the agriculturist, who saw his 
crop in danger of being totally lost through lack of hands. 
These wages fell as rapidly as they rose and two months later, 
the same man who had refused 8s. per diem was fain to accept 
1/. 10s. per month. This is but another example of the variability 
of the agricultural system of this country, lacking as it does a 
stable provision of capital and labour to maintain its equilibrium. 
From what has been stated with regard to the disadvantages 
under which Argentina is suffering, it is clear that no attempt is 
being made to meet the ‘alstiam, Achmad or anything effected 
which might counteract the fall in prices save to ircrease pro- 
duction. The farmer in quest of new land for his labour seeks 
the neighbourhood of railways and waterways, but it may be 
concluded, and it is, in fact, the general opinion of most agricul- 
turists in this country, that if prices do not improve, attention 
will be given to growing more profitable produce. Already a 
me y proportion of the increased acreage has passed under linseed, 
and there has been also a large extension in the growth of alfalfa, 
= ing to the demand from abroad for dried hay, especially from 
razil, 


| | 
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XV.—THE INDUSTRIES OF TURK’S ISLAND. 


A despatch which has been received at the Colonial Office, and 
transmitted for publication in the “Board of Trade Journal,” 
by direction of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, con- 
tains extracts from the annual report of the Commissioner of 
the Turk’s and Caicos Islands (West Indies) for the year 1894. 
Referring especially to the salt mines and manufactures of the 
islands, the Commissioner says that— 

The production of salt from sea water by solar evaporation is 
the one occupation and dependence of three-fourths of the 
inhabitants of this group of islands. ‘Chis production is by no 
means the simple matter that the above sentence would seem to 
imply, but involves constant care and watchfulness on the part of 
the salt pond proprietor in order to secure the existence of such 
of the conditions essential for the reaping of a thoroughly good 
quantity of the article as are within his control. For the rest, nature 
has to be relied on, and no efforts of the salt maker will avail any- 
thing unless she is favourable. An unseasonable spell of rain at 
the critical period of the “ making” will upset all calculations and 
work dire disaster; but an examination of the recorded ship- 
ments of a series of past years will show that a fair amount of 
reliance may he placed on the constancy of the weather. 

A description of the process of ealt-making is, the Commissioner 
states, outside the scope of his report, but the subject is not with- 
out interest, which has a tendency to increase as one begins to 
grasp the different points of it. 

At the present time only a small proportion of the “ salinas” 
(as the tracts of ground adamned for this industry are called) in 
the Dependency are worked. Considerable outlay is necessary 
for placing new ground under “cultivation,” and the price of 
salt of late years has been too low to justify any such expendi- 
ture. With salt however selling at from 7 to 8 cents a bushel, 
and a steady demand, the result of the present fizcal policy of the 
United States, there is a fair profit to be made, and it might be 
worth the while of practical persons, with capital at their command, 
to investigate the possibilities. 

Turks Island is in a good and convenient position for supplying 
the United States and Newfoundland markets, and the jn of 
the article which it sends out is, owing to the specially favourable 
climatic conditions, undeniable. 

The annual crop might easily be half as much again as it now 
is, even on the salina area at present laid out, if worked more 
systematically and with the appliances for economising labour, 
both of man and beast, which capital would probably enable to be 
introduced. There are, however, no local capitalists, and any 
expansion such as has been briefly shadowed can only be looked for 
by the introduction of new blood. 
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The year 1894 was marked by an event of special importance 
to this community, namely, the removal of the duty levied in the 
United States on its one staple export—salt. There was at first 
some. doubt ias 'to whether its: connection with Jamaica,.a colony 
which levies an import duty on American salt, would not debar the 
Dependency from participating in ‘the privileges accorded by’ the 
Wilson ‘Bill;:and much*alarm was occasioned here by the news of 
the-firstiofficial rulings bythe United States Customs authorities 
that Turks Island salt was still liable to the import duty. » On proper 
representation however being made as to the true position of the 
Dependency; which is financially on an entirely separate and 
distinct footing and governed by its own code of laws, withvits 
own tariff, by which American salt is admitted free, these rulings 
were reversed. - 

- With the exception ‘of fibre; there would'seem to be no other 
marketable commodity which the Turks and Caicos Islands: are 
capable of producing in any appreciable quantity but: salt, and it 
is hardly too much to say that their continuance as an inhabited 
possession:of the Crown depends onthe existence of a trade in salt 
under conditions that will leave a moderate margin of profit to the 
producer.: ‘This margin has been steadily decreasing of late years, 
owing tothe growing competition with salt from the Mediterranean 
and elsewhere,:and also in some measure to'the large increase’ in 
the American domestic product. The removal of the duty should 
exercise a decided influence in favour of the Turks ‘Islands 
article, th ‘to what extent the trade will really be benefited 
ean ‘hardly be accurately judged till: the present year’s trans- 
actions have made more progress. : sata 

A small shipment of fibre was made during the year, No new 
land has been taken up for this industry; and the presenti low 
figure at which the article is quoted most naturally militate 
against any immediate further development. 
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XVI.—THE FRANCO-SWISS COMMERCIAL. 
CONVENTION, 


A despatch, dated the 12th July, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty's» Ambassador at Paris, enclos- 
ing a communication from Sir J. A. Crowe, with reference to the 
agreement signed on the 24th June by the plenipotentiaries of 
the French and Swiss Governments at Berne. This agreement 
was sent up in due course to the Chamber of Deputies, where it 
was voted without amendments. On the 11th. Ji uly the French 
Senate confirmed the action of the Deputies by a majority of 253 
to 2. 

A further despatch has. been received from Lord Dufferin and 
Ava under date of the 15th July; enclosing a communication 
from Sir J. A. Crowe, forwarding the text of the modifications in 
the French tariff resulting from the convention. Sir J. Orowe 
stated that a month would probably be required at Berne to pass 
and ratify the arrangement, and the modifications in the French 
tariff were expected to come into force about the 15th August. 

The folllowing is a list of the modified duties in question :— 


No. Tariff Classification. | Rates of Duty. 


Fr. cts. 
85 (c) | Milk, condensed, with an addition of sugar in a pro- |. . — 
portion less than 40 per cent - | 40 per cent. of 
the duty on refined 
sugar, plus 6 frs, 
100 kilos. 
86 | Cheese (Gruyére) - | 100 kilos, 12°00 
298 Extracts of dyewoods and other dyeing products : 
Other, black and violet - - - - » 10°00 
» red and yellow - ” 15°00 
880 Silk thread for sewing, embroidering, trimming for 
mercery, &c., dyed - - - - ” 800°00 
407 Tissues ba cotton, pure, plain, twilled, and drills, 
printed :-— 


The surtax for printing which was levied per 100 
linear metres is in future to be calculated per 100 
square metres. 

411 Tissues of all kinds of cotton, pure or mixed, manu- 

factured wholly or in part with dyed, bleached, or 

glazed threads :— 

The note :—“ Tissues with stripes at a distance 
* of less than one metre, one from the other are 
“ included in this eategory ” is to be replaced by 
the following. “The surtax is only leviable 
when the effect produced by the dyed, bleached, 
or glazed threads does not exeeed a tenth of the 
whole surface. 
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No. Tariff Classification. Rates of Duty. 


419 | Hosiery of cotton : Fr. cts. 

The existing classification :—“ All articles other 
“than gloves embroidered by hand or machine 
“ or ornamented with trimmings or lace work ” 
to be added to as follows: — 

“ Those articles -of hosiery are not to be con- 
sidered as embroidered or ornamented with lace or 
passementerie which have a small amount of crochet 
or other handwork, a small piece of lace or a ribbon 
serving as a string, if these additions consist of 
simple accessories increasing by less than 10 per 
cent. the cost of the article.” 

443 | Hosiery of wool: 

“All articles other than gloves embroidered by 
hand or by machine or with trimmings or 
work ” to be added to as follows :— 

“Those articles of hosiery are not to be con- 
sidered as embroidered or ornamented with lace or 
passementerie which have a small amount of 
crochet or other hand work, a small piece of lace 
or a ribbon serving as a string, if these additions 
consist of simple accessories increasing by less 
than 10 per cent. the cost of the article.” 


459 | Tissues and foulards of pure silk, unbleached 100 kilos. 400-00 


° Do. do. coloured 240°00 
Do. do. black > 200°00 
Crapes, tulles, and passementeries of pure silk - es 400°00 


Hosiery of silk : 
All other articles of every kind, including clothing 
or parts of clothing, made up or not - - y 400°00 

“ All articles of hosiery other than gloves, 

embroidered by hand or by machine, or with 
trimmings of lacework,” to be added to as follows: 
“Those articles of hosiery are not to be con- 
sidered as embroidered or ornamented with lace or 
passementerie which have a small amount of crochet 
+ or other handwork, a small piece of lace or a 
ribbon serving as a string, if these additions consist 
of simple accessories increasing by less than 10 per 
cent. the cost of the article. 
-459(b)} Embroideries, hand or machine made, on tissues of 
all kinds or on tulles :— 

The following note is to be added : — 

Cotton embroideries on plain cotton tissues 
¢with woof and warp) in bands or stripes, and 
presenting regular alternations and equal width 
of tissues, embroidered or not, will pay: — 

1. The-surtax for embroidering on the weight 
of the parts embroidered, that is to say, on the 
total weight, deduction being made for the 
weight of the tissue unembroidered, estimated 
at 30 per cent. 

2. The duty on the tissue, calculated on the 
weight of the foundation, i.e.,on the total weight, 
deduction being made of the weight of the em- 
broidery threads, estimated at 30 per cent. 

Cotton embroideries on cotton tissues, known 
as volants, in which the part of the unembroidered 
tissue has a width greater than that of the em- 
broidered part will equally benefit by this arrange- 
ment. The width or height of the embroidered 
surface of articles trimmed with lacework or fes- 
toons is to be measured from the point of the lace- 
work to the points of the embroidery forming the 
apposite extremity of the embroidered band. 
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No. Tariff Classification. Rates of Duties. 
Fr. cts. 
497 | Watch movements, without cases :— 
Movements and escapement bearers, rough or 
finished, without any trace of oe 
being fitted - - | Dozen 0°75 
498 | Watch movements aad escapement bearers with 
escapements fitted, or only presenting traces of the 
escapements havin es fitted, but neither gilt, 
silvered, nor nick] 
If the are cylinders 3°50 
If the escapements are lever or other - a 6°00 
499 | Movements entirely finished, gilt, silvered, or 
nickled : 
If the escapements are cylinder - - - * 27-00 
If the escapements are lever or other - - ne 33°00 
500 | Watches finished with simple movements : 
With gold cases : 
Cylinder escapments - - | Each 3°25 
Lever or other escapements - - 4°00 
500(6)| Withsilvercases: 
Cylinder escapements - - - » 1:00 
Lever or other escapements - 1°25 
500 (c)| With cases of all other metals 
Cylinder escapements - - 0°50 
Lever or other escapements “A 0°75 
501 | Watches complicated (repeaters) with independent 
seconds, whatever be the form of escapement, 
pocket chronometersf :-~ 
With gold cases - - - 10°00 
501b With silver cases - - 4°00 
50le With cases of non-precious metals* 2 50 
501d | Chronographs, whatever be the kind — 
With gold cases - - - 5:00 
With silver cases - - - 2-00 
With cases of non-precious metals* - - “ 1°25 
503 | Watch cases finished in non-precious metals* - - sl 0°25 
50386 | Rough watch meinen of gold, ame, or non-precious 
metals - 100 kilos. 16°00 
507 & Chimes and boxes of all sizes 50°00 
508. 
5126 | Hydraulic machinery, wheel and piston, turbines, 
pumps, ventilators, weighing— 
More than 3,000 kilos. containing at a 50 per 
cent. of cast iron - » 8:00 
More than 3,000 kilos. containing ‘ess than 
50 per cent. of cast iron - ” 10°00 
From 250 to 3,000 kilos. - - - | om 10-00 
Less than 250 kilos. - - - - | *» 15°00 
520 | Paper-making machinery - - - - ” 8°00 
524 | Dynamo-electric machines weighing— 
5,000 kilos. and more, containing at least 50 on 
cent. of cast iron - 2” 12-00 
5,000 kilos. and more, containing less than 50 per 
cent. of cast iron ” 20°00 


* Those watch cases of which the adjuncts are gilt, silvered, or plated, shall be 
considered as of non-precious metals. Cases of silver entirely gilt, and cases of 
non-precious metals entirely bg or silvered must be treated as cases of silver, or 
cases of non: precious metals if they bear on the inside the inscription “ silver gilt ” 


or “ metal gilt” or “ silvered metal.” 

+ By pocket chronometers are understoud watches with ratchet or spring 
escapements. 

t Those cases are considered as rough which have no finished hinge, and which 
are neither polished, turned, nor engraved. 
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No. Tariff Classification. Rates of Duty. 
Fr. cts. 
From 2,000 to 5,000 kilos. containing at least 
50 per cent. of cast iron - 100 kilos. 18°00 
From 2,000 to 5,000 kilos. containing les ‘than 
50 per cent. of cast iron - Fis 20°00 
From 1,000 to 2,000 kilos. - 20°00 
From 50 to 1,000 kilos. - - - - 80-00 
From 10 to 50 kilos. - - 15 80-00 
5276 | Refrigerating apparatus weighing: - 
250 kilos. and more - 14:00 
Less than 250 kilos. 25°00 


536 | Electric dynamo machines and detached pieces) such 
as metal coils, surrounded by insulated copper, 
worked parts of copper, weighing less than 1 kilo., 
numbered and marked, fitted together or not for 
electr:c machines, weighing : — 


More than 2,000 kilos. - - - 35°00 
From 1,000 to 2,000 kilos: - - - & 40°00 
From 200 to 1,000 kilos. - - 45°00 
From 1 to 200 kilos. 60°00 
Less than 1 kilo. - - - - 4 75°00 


5366 | Arc lamps as regulators 60°00 
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-XVIL—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS’ 
REGULATIONS, 


Russia, 


Tariff Modifications. 


- A despatch, dated 17th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir F. ©. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador at St. Petersburg, stating that'the Department of Customs 
has notified that tissues of vegetable substances, the nap of which 
is formed from the fibrous materials enumerated in section 192 
of the Customs Tariff, even though they be mixed with cotton, 
ate to be cleared under section 192 of the tariff. Duty from 
40 to 90 copecks gold’ per pound Russian: (Pound Russian = 
144 ounces avoirdupois.) 


BELGium AND Norway. 
Treaty of Commerce and Navigation. 


A communication, dated the 20th July, has been received at 
the Board of Trade from the Foreign Office, forwarding an 
extract from the “ Moniteur Belge,” promulgating the treaty of 
commerce and navigation between Belgium and Norway, the 
ratifications of which were exchanged on the 3rd July last. 
Article 14 of this treaty, which contains the regulations respecting 
the Customs treatment of goods on their importation in _the 
respective countries, is as follows :— 

Neither of the High Contracting Powers shall impose on goods 
the product of the soil and industry of the other power other or 
higher import duties than those which are or may hereafter be 
levied on the same goods coming from any other foreign 
country. 

Each of the two Powers engages to accord to the other any 
favours, privileges, or reductions in the tariff of import or export 
duties that maybe granted to a third power. ‘They equally 
undertake not to establish towards one another any import or 
export duty which is not at the same time applicable to other 
nations. 

It is, moreovery understood that during the time the present 
treaty remains in force, namely, 10 years, Belgian goods, of which 
a list is given below, shall not be subjected on their entry into 
Norway, to a less favourable regime than the following :— 

Fertilizers.—Free. ‘Tariff No. 119. bk 

Plate or sheet glass, not silvered, polished, coloured, gilt, 
varnished, engraved, ground, or figured—15 dre per kilog. 
No, 122, (Tare allowance, cases 25 per. cent.) 
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Plate or sheet glass, not silvered—other kinds. 6 Gre per 
kilog. No. 123. (Tare allowance, cases 18 per cent.) 

Iron and steel, bar, bolt, and hoop iron, axles, axle-boxes, crow- 
bars, ships knees, angle and T-iron and steel or other rolled or 
shaped iron or steel. Cast-iron pieces, railway rails, fish-plates, 
points, wheels, and springs for railway vehicles. Forged or 
rolled plates (even tinned or galvanized plates) not further 
manufactured than grooved, bent, or perforated ready to be put 
together. Plates of a thickness of 3 millimetres or more in 
manufactures. Iron and steel tubes, cast, drawn, welded, or rolled, 
ventilators for tubes, chimney cowls, girders, pillars and posts. 
Iron or steel wire, even coppered or zinced, not worked.—Free. 
Nos. 308, 309, 311, and 315. 
mS Earthenware, common, neither varnished nor coloured.—Free, 

o. 183. 

Earthenware, common, other—3 dre per kilog. No. 184. 
(Tare allowance, baskets 25 per cent.; casks or cases, 35 per cent.) 

Insulators of earth and clay.—-Free. No. 178a. 

Candles, stearic—13 dre per kilog. No. 91. 

Cordage of flax, hemp, manilla hemp, gunny, jute, ramié, and 
other similar textiles and their products, tarred.—F ree. No. 257. 
Not tarred, of more than 2 millimetres in diameter.—Free 
No. 258. 

During the same period the Norwegian goods enumerated 
below are not to be subjected on their entry into Belgium to a 
less favourable regime than the following :— 


Wood pulp - - - - - - Free 
Nails, iron or steel - - - - - | 4 frs. per 100 kilogs. 
Fish oil - - - - ~ Free 


Free 
4 frs. per 100 kilos. 
10 °/, ad val. 


BELGIUM. 


Tarif, Changes. 

With reference to the Belgian tariff modifications notified on 
pp. 37—46 of the July number of the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” despatches have been received at the Foreign Office 
from Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary 
at Brussels, stating that the law referred to, passed finally in the 
Senate on the 12th inst., and received the Royal sanction the 
same day. 

Sir F. R. Plunkett encloses copies of Royal Decrees announcing 
that the new rate of duties on flour and on malt were to take 
effect from the 14th July last. On the Ist January 1896 will 
come into force the new scale on the following articles, viz. :— 

* Wood for building and cabinet-making, other than oak an 

walnut ; unbarked, unsawn, sawn, or planed : ; 
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“Poles and pieces cf unbarked or unsawn wood having a 
circumference of less than 75 centimetres at the thicker 
end”: 

With regard to the remaining articles enumerated in the list 
given in the July number of this Journal, the new rate 
of duties was to take effect on the 24th July, except as 
regards butter, margarine, cream and milk, meal and yeast, 
for which a date is apparently not yet fixed. 

Articles 3 and 4 of the same law, which are enumerated in 
p. 44 of the July number of this Journal were also to 
come into force on the 24th July. 


Regulations as to Cotton Yarns, 

A despatch dated July 16th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Brussels, enclosing copy of a Royal Decree, allowing the 
temporary withdrawal from bond of raw cotton yarns, measuring 
more than 20,000 metres to the half kilogram, destined to be 
twisted for exportation. 

Under the hitherto existing Royal Decree of March 13th 1883, 
this privilege was granted only to cotton yarns measuring more 
than 33,000 metres to the half kilog. 


FRANCE. 
Tariff Changes. 

“Le Journal des Tarifs et Traités du Commerce ” for 20 June 
laat, says that according to the Committee of Arts and manufac- 
turers of Sept. 19, 1894, bandages and india-rubber pneumatic 
tubes for velocipede wheels must be classed as “parts of 
velocipedes.” 

The committee now explain that the coverings should be 
lined with a closely woven, and often gummed tissue, before being 
applied to the air chambers, and that such articles do not con- 
stitute “parts of velocipedes” till they are lined. Bandages 
which have not been completed with this tissue will therefore not 
be taxed as “ parts of velocipedes,” but as “ other manufactures 
of caoutchouc.” 


Increased Port Dues at Bayonne. 


A despatch has been received from the Foreign Office, dated 
25th June last, enclosing extract from the Preach “ Journal 


Officiel” of the 20th June, containing decree authorising the 
Bayonne Chamber of Commerce to levy certain increased port dues. 
88231. D 
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The following is a translation of the principal clauses of the 
- decree in question :— 

Art.3,§ 1... . . There will be established at the port 
of Bayonne from the date of the promulgation of this decree 
(17th June last) a maximum toll of 30 centimes per ton on every 
vessel, French or foreign, entering with cargo or to ship cargo 
in this port. 

§ 2. In the case of any vessel putting into Bayonne after 
having left at, or before carrying to, another French port where 
there.is alocal toll, part of its cargo coming from a foreign port, 
or of any vessel continuing at Bayonne loading for a foreign 
destination, begun at another French port where a local toll is 
established,—the above toll shall be reduced as follows :—- 

(a.) To a fourth of the toll if the total quantity of cargo 
landed and shipped only represents, at most, a number of 
metric tons equal to half its legal tonnage measurement. 

(6.) To the half of the toll if the total quantity of cargo 
shipped and landed only represents a number of metric 

. tons not exceeding three-fourths of its legal tonnage. 
The entire toll will be levied if the total quantity of cargo 
shipped and landed represents a number of metric tons exceeding 
three-fourths of its legal tonnage. 

- §3.°The following are exempt from all tolls, viz., vessels 
belonging to the State or employed in its service, vessels in the 
coasting trade between Bayonne and other French ports, includ- 
ing Algeria; pilot vessels or tow-boats, coast fishing boats, 
vessels for internal navigation, and vessels which are forced to 
put into port when they have not completed any commercial 
operation in the port. 


The product of the above toll will go to the Bayonne 
Chamber of Commerce to be devoted exclusively to the payment. 


of the loan of 1,500,000 francs raised for the carrying out of the 
port improvemente. 


» 
_. Reduction of Export Duty on Alfa Grass. 


A report, dated 2nd July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Mr. W. H. D. Hoggard, Her Majesty's Consul-General 
at Tunis, in which he states that the export duty on alfa grass, 
which has hitherto been 1:35 frances per 100 kilos. for the south 
and 1°95 francs for the rest of the Regency, will now be only 
50 centimes per 100 kilos. for the whole Regency, i.e. 4s. instead 
of as formerly 10s. 2d. per ton. The new duty will only, however, 
‘come int9 force at the beginning of next year. 
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Frencu Possessions 1n InpIA. 
Duty on Intoxicating Drugs. 

According to the French “Journal des Tarifs et Traités de 
Commerce,” of 20th June last, a decree has been issued by the 
Governor of the French possessions in India, establishing a duty on 
intoxicating drugs made from “ ganja” and the seeds of the green 

ppy, such as opium, &c. The entry and sale of sucli substances 
in the colony is reserved exclusively to the Government ; fraudu- 
lent entry is punishable with penalties. The cultivation of the 
poppy and “ ganja” is forbidden. 


SWITZERLAND. 
Alteration of Duty on Vaseline. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. F R. St. John, Her Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary at 


Berne, notifying the following Oustoms decisions with regard to 
the duty on vaseline :— 


Frs. Cts. 
Vaseline, not purified, or purified, in boxes 
weighing up to 10 kilogs. each - - 10 0 
Vaseline, purified, in barrels, or in boxes, &c. 
weighing more than 10 kilogs. each - soak 50 
Vaseline, not purified, in barrels or in boxes bares 
weighing more than 10 kilogs. each - 010 
PORTUGAL. 


Import Duty on Blankets. 


A despatch, dated July 22nd last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. C. Conway Thornton, Secretary of 
Legation at Lisbon, enclosing printed copy and translation of a 
Royal Decree inserting a new item in ‘the Portuguese Customs 
Tariff under the heading of ‘ blankets” (a woollen: tissue) which 
is to pay a duty of 60 reis (3-2d.) per kilog. 


Spain. 

Modification of Import Dutyron Wool, > 

A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from Sir 
G. F. Bonham, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at. Madrid, 
D 2 
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enclosing copy and translation of a law published in the Official 
Gazette containing an alteration on the duties in the Spanish 
Customs tariff on combed, carded, and raw wool as follows :— 

No. 165. Wool combed and prepared for spinning, unbleached 
carded wool and waste wool from carding, resulting from the 
working up of rags unbleached or dyed. These will pay 100 
-pesetas for 100 kilogrammesfor the first column of the tariff, and 80 
pesetas for the second column. 

No. 166. Wool combed or carded, dyed, 112 pesetas per 100 
kilos. for the first column, and 100 pesetas for the second. 


Tariff Changes. 
The “Gaceta de Madrid,” of July 12, publishes the follow- 


ing :— 

“ Extract of liquorice will in future pay on being imported into 
the Peninsula and the Balearic Islands, 50 pesetas for the first 
column of Customs tariff, and 40 pesetas for the second column, 
on each 100 kilogrammes. 

A despatch, dated 24th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond- Wolff, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Madrid, enclosing copy of Royal Orders making 
the following changes in the Customs tariff now in force :— 

Silicate of soda and silicate of potash, whether in solid or 
liquid form, are to be included under partida No. 107 instead of 
under partida No. 5 as hitherto. The duty is thus increased 
from 40 centimos to 4 pesetas 55 centimos for column 1, and from 
30 centimos to 3 pesetas 80 centimos for column 2 per 100 kilo- 

mes. 

Cardboard match - boxes decorated with photographs or 
lithographs are to pay under partida No. 213 instead of under 
No. 212 as heretofore. In this case the duty is reduced from 
10 pesetas 40 centimos for column 1, and 8 pesetas for column 
.2 to 1 peseta 95 centimos and 1 peseta 50 centimos respectively. 

Whalebone or manufactured horn for stays is to pay under 
partida No. 343 instead of under No. 341 as hitherto. The duty 

ig thus increased from 15 centimos to 3 pesetas 25 centimos per 
kilo. for column 1, and from 10 centimos to 2 pesetas 50 centimos 
for column 2. 

The duties on horn in the rough or manufactured into other 
forms remain the same. 

Further despatches have been received from Sir H. Drummond- 
Wolff, enclosing (1) copy of a law published in the official 
“ Gaceta de Madrid” of the 30th July last, providing that hence- 
forward in State contracts no Customs duties shall be returned 
on materials imported for carrying out any work. 

Persons at present enjoying the privilege of free entry must 
give an account of the concession and of the materials they wish 
to import, at the Ministry of Finance. 

(2.) Copy of a Royal Order published in the official “ Gaceta 
de Madrid” of the 28th July last, by which Article 116 of the 
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Customs regulations is modified so that, when in Customs permits 
(polizas) for the embarkation of goods from Spanieh Colonial 
possessions the exporters declare that the goods are produced in 
the country, and this is confirmed by the Customs surveyor, 
these documents are sufficient evidence for their free admission. 

This does away with the necessity for attaching a certificate to 
the invoices at the export Custom-houses. 


New Pinotage anp Moorine oF MaaGa, 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade 
from Mr. Charles Cowan, Acting British Consul at Malaga, 
enclosing a translation of the new tariffs and pilotage rules of 
that port. This document will be published in eztenso in a 
forthcoming number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” but can 
meanwhile be seen by any interested in the subject on application 
at the Harbour Department of the Board of Trade, between the 
hours of 11 and 5. 


GREECE. 
Commercial Treaty between Russia and Greece. 


The commercial treaty signed at St. Petersburg a short 
time ago between Russia and Greece contains, according to the 
* Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople,” the 
following stipulations :— 

Consolidation of the tariff with regard to animals of the ovine 
species coming from Russia. 

Exemption of all duty on building wood for the duration of the 


Reduction of 50 per cent. on the duties on cooking butter, 
caviare, oak, and hoops for barrels. 

Import duties on other articles of Russian origin, corn, flour, &c., 
hitherto payable in paper, will be payable in gold. 

For the duration of the treaty, Russia undertakes not to levy 
any duty on raisins of Greek origin. The duties on dried figs, 
olives and oils of Greek origin, which constitute, with raisins, 
almost the whole of the imports from Greece into Russia, are 
reduced 50 per cent. 

A special clause provides that the Administration of Monopolies 
will dispose of Russian petroleum. If the monopoly should be 
suppressed, a special convention shall fix the amount of duty to be 
levied on Russian petroleum imported into Greece. A supple- 
ment to the treaty fixes the quality, price, and conditions of 
delivery of the petroleum to the administration of Greek 
monopolies. 
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Proposed Tariff Changes. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 4th July last, Mr. F. 
Elliot, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Athens, states that 
Mr. Delyanni has submitted to the Chamber a Bill effecting the 
following further changes in the Greek Customs tariff :— 

Class 300. The following two sub-classes and note are added. 

c. Printing paper, exclusively for printing newspapers, common, 
unglazed, duty per 100 okes, in gold, drs. 10°00; in bank notes, 
drs. 13°25. 

d, Printing paper, exclusively for printing newspapers, glazed, 
duty per 100 okes, in gold, drs. 15°00; in bank notes, drs 20:00. 

Note,—Imported’ printing paper, for printing newspapers and 
supplements, must, in order to be “classed ‘in sub-classes and’ d 
of class 300, be distinguished from other printing paper by a 
water-mark crossing diagonally X-wise the whole extent of the 
printed paper. 

Class 1. note j.: The words “and goats” are added between the 
words “ sheep” and “ proceeding.” The note in question allowed 
the temporary free entry of sheep in the frontier districts for the 
purpose of passing the winter, goats having been deliberatel 
excluded on account of the damage done by those animals. it 
is found, however, that Turkish shepherds are deterred from 
availing themselves of the Thessalian pastures for their sheep 
by the inconvenience of separating them from the goats, and it is 
proposed to remove this difficulty. 

‘) Olass 239a: “Articles of marble, &c., duty per 100 okes, in gold, 
drs..20; in paper, drs: 26°45; the duty as printed in the tariff, 
drs. 200, being stated to be an obvious clerical error. t* 

The above changes will not come into force until the law is 
passed and promulgated. 

The following are the tariff clauses of the Greek Commercial 
@onvention ‘with Belgium, which is now under consideration 
in the chamber. 

“Common window-glass (class 235a present duty drs. 25), duty 

per 100 okes, drs. 10. Note.—No reduction shall be made in the 
tare allowed upon common window glass at the date of the signa- 
ture of the Convention. 
’ Wrought iron in pieces, for the construction of railway bridges, 
free. (This is an item of class 63d, or of class 241, for both of 
Chich freedom from duty is already secured by the German 
yvonvention.) 

Cast-iron pipes and iron girders (class 242a, present duty drs. 8), 
duty per 100 okes; drs. 4.° Note——In this class are comprised 
iron girders, simply bored or fitted with angle ties. 

Wrought iron in pieces for buildings and bridges, except 
railway bridges (class 244, present duty drs. 40), duty, per 
100 okes, dra. 10. 

Railway and tramway cars for goods and passengers (class 
319 g, h), duty 10 per cent. ad valorem, as at present. 


. 
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Iron in plain bars, in plates of all dimensions for building and 
other purposes, in hoops, in sheets untinned, and in other forms 
unwrought, not specially mentioned (class 63d), free of duty. 
Iron and steel springs of all kinds, free of. duty. {These classes 
are already free of duty under the German Convention.) 


All other mineral or metallic colours, not liquid, such as red 
lead, white lead, litharge, &c. (class 89a), free of duty (already 
free under German Convention). 

‘ Starch (class 94a, present duty, drs. 20), duty, per 100 okes, 
rs; 8. 

Tissues of linen hemp and jute not. specially mentioned 
{class 168) 

a. Containing less than 14 threads of warp in 5 millimetres 
square, with the exception of the coarze tissue for making sacks, 
duty, per 100 okes, drs, 90. 

6. Containing 14 threads and upwards of warp in 5 millimetres 
square, duty, per 100 okes, dra, 200. 

(The British Convention stipulates the same duties, but with a 
limit of 12 threads instead of 14.) 

A note appended to the preceding clause provides that ticking 
(coutils) with stripes of dyed cotton or dyed linen threads, shall 


pay duty in proportion to the number of threads of warp in the. 


foundation tissues, the number of threads in the stripes. being 
left out of account, unless the combined width of the stripes 
exceeds that of the foundation tissue. 


A further despatch, dated July 26th, has been received at the 


Foreign Office from Mr. F. Elliot, Chargé d’Affaires at Athens, 


in which it is stated that the proposed tariff changes referred to 
above have been passed into law, and took effect from the date 
of their promulgation, the 25th July. 

A slight modification has been made in the wording of the 
conditions to be fulfilled by printing paper claiming to be 
admitted at the reduced rate of duty. The water-mark is to 
consist of “two parallel lines five centimetres apart and easily 
distinguishable throughout the whole length of the paper.” 

The commercial treaty with Belgium has also been promulgated. 


Customs Regulations, 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 26th July last, 
Mr. F. Elliot, Her, Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Athens, reports 
that Article 14 j of the Customs Law of 1892 respecting the 
free importation for a limited period of receptacles for packing 
national produce, has been modified by a law which fixes at three 
years the period within which they must be re-exported, when 
imported at places where transit-warehouses exist, and at one 
year for places where there is no transit-warehouse, 
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Java. 
Export Duty on Java Sugars. 


Mr. Quinby, Minister of the United States at the Hague, 
oe under date of April 9 last, reports to his Government as 

ollows :— 

“Referring to my predecessor’s despatch dated April 5, 1892, 
relating to the suspension by the government of the Netherlands 
of the export duty on Java sugar until June 1, 1893, I have the 
honour to state that a measure providing for the readoption of the 
suspension for one year, from June 1, 1895, has just passed the: 
second chamber of the States-General, and will undoubtedly 
become a law by the concurrence of the first chamber. In a 
brief introduction to the measure, the Minister of the Colonies 
states that by reason of the dissolution of Parliament last year, 
the bill providing for the continuation of the above-mentioned. 
suspension from June 1, 1893, lapsed ; that, meanwhile, the price 
of sugar in Java fell from 9°54 florins (15s. 11d.) per picul 
(1381 lbs.) to 6°50 florins (10s.10d.) per picul in December last, 
while the overstocked European markets and the small sale of 
sugar in Eastern Asia at the present time, on account of the war 
between China and Japan, will have reduced the prices even 
more ; that, in consequence, five Indian sugar factories have been 
closed, and a like fate is expected for four others ; that temporary 
suspension has become an urgent necessity, the more so because, 
by failure of the sugar industry in Java, thousands of the natives 
would be deprived of a living, and poverty and discontent would 
result therefrom ; that the first of June is chosen as the date for 
the commencement of the suspension, that being the time at which 
the shipping of sugar begins ; and, lastly, that it is hoped that the 
need for the suspension will not extend beyond the year.” 


UnITED STATEs. 
Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions respecting the construction to be given 
to Acts of Congress relating to the classification of articles in 
the Customs Tariff, and the application of the Customs laws of 
the United States, have recently been given by the Customs. 
authorities in that country :— 

Ground asbestos rock is dutiable at 20 per cent. ad valorem 
under the provisions of section 3 as a manufacture of asbestos, 

Pasteboard easel frames for photographs, composed of straw 
board covered with surface coated paper made to imitate leather, 
are assessed for duty at 30 per cent..ad valorem as manufactures 
of surface coated paper. 

Japanese paper napkins are dutiable at 20 per cent. ad valorem 
as “ manufactures of paper not specially provided for.” 

Cotton bone casings are dutiable at 35 per cent. ad valorem 


under paragraph 264. 
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Shell, manufactured mother-of-pearl chips or flakes, irregular 
in form, cut or chipped from the abalone or awabi, a spezies of 
marine shell, are dutiable at 40 per cent, ad valorem under 
paragraph 462, Act of October Ist, 1890. 


Crystal carbonate is dutiable at 25 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraph 60. 

Calcutta jute bags made of buriany, 36 inches in length and 
20 inches in width, are entitled to free entry under paragraph 
4241 as “burlaps, and bags for grain made of burlaps.” 


Oranges and lemons contained in boxes are assessed for duty 
at the rate of 8 cents per cubic foot of capacity, and in addition 
thereto a duty of 30 per cent. ad valorem on the boxes containing 
the fruit, under the provisions of 216 of Tariff Act of 1894. 

Anchovies in cylindrical half boxes are dutiable at 5 cents per 
box under the provisions of paragraph 208 of the Act of August 
28, 1894. 


Parts of optical instruments are dutiable at 40 per cent. ad 
valorem in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 98, Act 
of August 1894, for optical instruments and frames. 


Enibroidering-machine needles in form resembling sewing- 
machine needles, but specially adapted for and used with 
embroidering machines, are dutiable at 25 per cent. ad valorem 
under the provisions of paragraph 179, Act of October 1, 1890, 
for needles not specially provided for. 


Cotton elastic cords, of which india-rubber is the component. 


material of chief value, are dutiable at 45 per cent. ad valorem 
under paragraph 263. 


Costa Rica. 
Tariff Changes. 


A report has been received at the Foreign Office from‘Mr. J. F. 
Roberts, Her Majesty’s Consul at Guatemala, enclosing a com- 
munication from Mr. Percy G. Harrison, Her Majesty’s Consul 
at San José (Costa Rica) in which the following additions are 
notified in the Customs Tariff of Costa Rica :— 


Cotton yarns, white or coloured, for weaving, per kilog., 0:07 
dol. 
a \uanans yarns, white or coloured, for weaving, per kilog., 0°11 
ol. 


sg yarns, white or coloured, for weaving, per kilog., 1°00 
do: 
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GUATEMALA. 


Temporary removal of Tax on Vehicles, 

In a report to the-Foreign Office, dated Ist July last, Mr. J. F. 
Roberts, Her Majesty’s Consul at Guatemala, reports that the 
following kinds of vehicles will be admitted free into Guatemala 
for a period of six months from 15th July last :-— 

Carts or cars with or without springs intended exclusively for 
delivering goods of little weight within towns. 

Hand cars of wood of one or two wheels. 

_ Cars, carts and waggons with or without springs for cargo, 
_ Carriages. 
Carriages in the rough, neither lined nor painted. 
Diligences or omnibuses for the conveyance of passengers. 


BRAZIL, 
Shipping Dues at Pernambuco. 


The Board of Trade haye received through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Pernambuco, calling attention to a decree which has 
recently been passed by the Brazilian Chamber of Deputies, to the 
effect that from the Ist of July of this year a tax of 300 
reis per ton (which at the present rate of exchange on London is 
about 3d. sterling), was to be levied on all foreign vessels which 
discharge cargo in that port. 


Tariff Changes, 


The “ French Journal des Tarifs et Traiiés de Commerce,” in its 
issue of 6th June last, notifies the follewing changes in the Customs 
Tariff of Brazil :— ‘ 

The duty on matches, as fixed by.the law of December 30, 
1891, has been trebled, and the duties on tobacco and salt have 
been doubled. 

~The duties on fermented drinks (Art. 120 of the tariff), 
liqueurs (Art. 126), alcoholic drinks (Art, 127), playing cards, 
carriages, harness, and articles comprised in class 27, have been 
increased by 40 per cent. 

The tax on sulphur of carbon has been diminished by 50 per 
cent. 

The tax on.macaroni has been made the same as that payable 
on biscuits and fancy pastry. 

‘Taxes affecting liquids have been fixed as follows :— 

15 per cent. on casks containing oils. 

i. per cent. on casks containing fermented and alcoholic 
drinks. 
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PERUv. 


Import and Export Dues. 


With reference to the alterations noticed on pages 56-57 of the 
July number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” a despatch to the 
Foreign Office, dated June 22nd last, from Capt. Henry M. 
Jones, Her Majesty’s Minister resident at Lima, notifies the 
following additional modifications in the Customs Tariff of Peru :— 

The Provisional Government in charge of the Executive 
power—taking into consideration that it is not conducive to the 
furtherance of national industry that the tax imposed by the 
Decrees of October 30, 1894, and January 9 of the present year 
should continue on the importation of certain merchandise 
declared to be free of duty by the law of December 31, 1888, and 
also on the exportation of certain native products, such as cotton, 
india-rubber, and other articles set forth in one of those Decrees— 
hereby enacts 

Art. 1. Both of .the aforesaid Decrees are hereby annulled, 
and the previous law eee oie, remains in full vigour and 
force, and the specifications of the new Customs tariff, in which 
the aforesaid dues are mentioned, are declared null and void. 

Art. 2. This present Decree will come into force in all the 
Custom-houses of the Republic from the date on which their 
administrators may receive the present notification. 


Anchorage Dues at Callao, 


A report, dated June 6th last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Mr. St. John, Her Majesty’s Consul at Callao, who, 
with reference to.a previous. despatch of the 4th March last, 
states that Article XIV. of the Decree of the 9th of January 
1895, referred to in the Decree of February 28, 1895, a copy of 
which was transmitted in the above-mentioned despatch, has been 
repealed by the Peruvian Government, and that in future the 
anchorage dues shall be paid every six months, at the rate esta- 
blished by the Decree of November 4th, 1886, viz., 20 cents per 


ton register by foreign-going vessels, and 10 cents per ton by 
coasting vessels, 


VENEZUELA. 


Duty upon Angostura Bitters, 


In a report, dated April 23 last, Mr. Plumacher, American 
Consul at Maracaibo, encloses translation of au Executive resolu- 
tion fixing the import duty upon Siegert’s Angostura bitters at 
15 cents per kilog. (2-204 Ibs.). 

The following 1s the translation referred to :— 

‘* The president of the Republic in use of the powers conferred 
upon him by article 10 of the import tariff law, has determined 
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that Siegert’s bitters, manufactured in Port of Spain, chiefly of 
natural products of Venezuela, shall be scheduled in the fourth 
tariff class (15 cents per kilog.) when imported from abroad 
through the Custom-houses of the Republic.” 


Importation of Dynamite. 


By an Order of the High Commissioner of Cyprus in Council, 
dated 30th May last, published in the “Cyprus Gazette,” of 
7th June, 

1. The importation of dynamite and kindred articles, viz., 
nitroglycerine, guncotton, fulminate of mercury or of other metals, 
into any port or place of the Island of Cyprus other than the port 
of Larnaca, is prohibited. 

2. No person shall import into the port of Larnaca any quantity 
of dynamite, or of the aforesaid kindred articles, without the 

rmission of the High Commissioner previously obtained. 
Bach rmission shall be given in writing, under the hand of 
the Chief Secretary, and shall be subject to such conditions as 
the High Commissioner may deem it expedient to impose. 


CarE or Goop Hope. 
Tariff Changes. 


A despatch, dated 10th July last, has been received at the 
Board of Trade from the Colonial Office, transmitting documents 
relating to the Customs Tariff of the Cape of Good Hope and 
copy of an Act of the present year by which the tariff of 1889 is 
amended as follows :-— 

“Meats salted and preserved in tins, cases, or otherwise, 
include fresh or salted meat imported into this colony, whether 
frozen or not, and whether imported in tins or cases or not.” 


BritisH Inp1a. 


Valuation of Aniline Dye. 

In Customs Circular No. XV., dated the 27th June last, 
which has been received at the Board of Trade from the India 
Office, the Government of India has notified that aniline dye 
(dry), assessable to duty ad valorem under the Indian Tariff Act, 


is to be valued at 1 rupee 8 annas per lb. 
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Sr, Luora. 
Tariff Modifications, 

A despatch, dated 25th July last, has been received at the 
Board of Trade from the Administrator-in-Chief of St. Lucia, 
forwarding a copy of the Customs tariff in force at that island. 

The following addition has been made to the free list, by an 
order of the Governor in Council, dated the 23rd July last :— 

“ All articles connected with games, such as cricket bats and 
balls, lawn tennis racquets and balls, and footballs and other 
articles of that nature, imported solely for the recreation of the 
non-commissioned officers and men of the garrison, if by an 
established and recognised non-commissioned officers’ and men’s 
recreation club.” 

By Ordinance 3 of 1895 the export duties have been suspended 
from January 1, 1895, for 12 months. 


British GUIANA. 


Modifications in Customs Tariff. 

With reference to the Customs Tariff of British Guiana, 
published in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” for December 1894, 
a communication has been received from the Colonial Office, 
enclosing copy of an ordinance (No. 4, of 1895), dated 5th March 
1895, by which it is enacted that the above Customs tariff shall 
continue in force to the 31st March 1896, but subject to the 


following alterations :— 


(1.) Section 3 shall be modified to read as follows :— 

There shall be raised, levied, collected, and paid, for the public 
use of this colony, upon all goods, wares, and merchandise, not 
enumerated in the First Schedule to this Ordinance, and not 
herein-after exempted from payment of duty, which shall be im- 
ported into this colony, or taken out of bond for consumption in 
this colony, an ad valorem duty at the rate of 10 per cent., or 10 
dols, upon every 100 dols. of the value of such goods, wares, and 


merchandise at their respective places of shipment. 


(2.) In the first schedule— : 
(a.) The duty on arrowroot shall be increased from one half 


of one cent per lb. to one cent. per lb. 
(4.) The duty on “Beef, admitted by the Comptroller of 
“ Customs as pickled, dried, or smoked, per barrel of 200 lbs. 
“ 1:50 dols.” shall be omitted. 
(c.) The duty on cigars and cigarettes shall be increased from 
1:20 dols. per lb. to 2°00 dols. per lb. 
(d.) The duty on essences, flavouring, shall be increased from 
0:30 dols per pint to 0°60 dols. per pint. 
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(e.) The duty on malt liquor shall be increased as follows :— 
Malt liquor, in wood, per gallon, from 0°10 dols. to 0°12 dols. 


Malt liquor, in .bottle, per dozen reputed quarts, from 
0°24 dols. to 0°30 dols. 


Malt liquor, in bottle, per dozen reputed pints, from 
0:12 dols. to 0°15 dols. 


‘(f.) In the article “Opium, including powdered opium for 
~“ medicinal purposes, charas, extract of opium and bhang, 
* per Ib., 4-00 dels.,” the words, “ extract of opium ” shal! be 
‘omitted, and after such article there shall be inserted 
the foliowing words and figures :— 


Opium, extract of, per lb., 8:00 dols. 


(g.) After the duty on “ Oils per gallon, 3°00 dols.,” there shall 
_stvebe inserted the following words and figures :— 


Crude petroleum (when admitted with the sanction of the 
Governor in Council) per gallon, 0°05 dols. 


And in the article “Oils, all other, including castor oil, 
“ gasoline, and crude petroleum, when admitted with the 
“ sanction of the Governor-in-Council (essential, medicinal, 
“ and perfumed oils excepted), per gallon, 0°25 dols.,” the 
words “and crude petroleum ” shall be omitted ; 


(h.) The duty on “ Pork, admitted by the Comptroller of 
Customs as pickled, per barrel of 200 Ibs., 1°50 dols.,” shall 
~ ‘be omitted. 
(#.) The duty on “ sago” shall be increased from one half of 
one cent per |b. to one cent per lb. 
(j.) The duty on “ snuff” shall be increased from 0°75 dole, per 
Ib. to 1°50 dols, per lb. 
(k.) The duty on “spirits and strong waters ” shall be increased 
from 2°50 dols, per gallon to 2°75 dols. per gallon. 
‘«* Spirits, medicinal, admitted by the Comptroller of Customs 
as ‘such, shall pay per liquid gallon, 0°50 dols. 
The duty on “ spirits, perfumed, overproof,” shall be increased 
from 4°00 dols. per liquid gallon to 6-00 dols. per liquid gallon. 
In the article “spirits, naphtha and methylic alcohol, passed 
“ by the Comptroller of Customs as being not potable, per gallon, 
“ 0°50 dols.,” there shall be inserted after the word “alcohol ” 
the words “ methylic, ether, and methylic chloroform.” 


(1) The duty on “ starch of all kinds,” shall be reduced from 
two cents per lb. to one cent per Ib. 

(m.) The duty on “tapioca” shall be increased: from one-half 

.. of one cent per Ib. to one cent per lb. 


(n.) The duty on “ tobacco, manufactured (cigars, cigarettes, 
. and snuff excepted)” shall be increased from 0°45 dols. per 
Ib. to 0°90 dols. per Ib. 
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(o.) The duty on wine shall be increased as follows :— 
Wine, the declared value of which is any sum 
not exceeding two dollars a gallon, and con- 
taining less than 26 per cent. of proof spirit 
as verified by Sykes hydrometer— onl 


in wood - - per gallon from 0°50 to ‘55 
in bottle per dozen reputed quarts from 1:00 to 1:10 
in bottle - per dozen reputed pints from 0°50 to 0°55 
Wine of all other descriptions, in wood per — 
gallon from - - 0°80 to 0°88 
‘Wine of all other descriptions, in bottle per 
‘ dozen reputed quarts from - - 2:00 to 2°20 
Wine of all other descriptions in bottle per ies 
dozen reputed pints from - - - 100 to 110 

(3.) In the second schedule. 

(a.) After the article “articles for the official use of the 
Consulate of any foreign country or place” there shall be 
inserted the following words :— 

*“ Beef and pork admitted by the Comptroller of Customs 
as pickled,” 

(b.) Under the article “macbinery” after the item “ locomotive 
engines and railway plant,” there shall be inserted the 
following words :— 

Launches of all kinds” 
(c.) The following words shall be added at the end thereof :— ~ 
All materials for use in railways or other special works 
which, in the opinion of the Gesemne-th-tleenidl may 
be useful in the development of the resources of the 
interior of the Colony.” 
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XVIII—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


Russian SuGar. 


A despatch, dated 23rd July, has been received from the 
Foreign Office enclosing text of a Ruesian Ukase, ordering su, 
refineries and factories to establish a reserve during 1895-96, with 
the object of ensuring the maintenance ofa stock of sugar sufficient 
for consumption, as well as of keeping sugar at a moderate price. 

The subject was referred to at length in an article in the 
* Board of Trade Journal” for July 1895. 

The English translation of the text of the Ukase is as 
follows :— 

“1, During the sugar campaign of 1895-96 sugar refineries 
and manufactories must ectablish a stock of 5,000,000 pouds 
of sugar, by reserving in each refinery 25 per cent. of all sugar 
produced over and above 60,000 pouds. 

“2. The reserve stock is exempt from excise as long as it does 
not leave the manufactory or refinery which produced it. 

“3. Sugar forming part of the reserve shall only be placed on 
the internal market in proportion as the price of sugar rises above 
the fixed normal rate.” 


Russian TRADE WITH PERSIA. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 10th June last, 
Sir F. Lascelles, Her Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
forwards extract from an article in the “Journal de St. 
Petersbourg” having reference to the condition of Russian 
trade with Persia. The article comments on a report by 
M. Tomara, Russian delegate in Persia during the years 
1893 and 1894, in which the author remarks on the progress 
made by Russian commerce in Persia, especially with regard 
to the importation into that country of sugar, petroleum, and 
cotton tissues. Russian sugar amounts to two-thirds of the total 
quantity imported into Persia; Russian petroleum is the only 
description used; while Russian cotton goods, which in 1890 
formed but the thirteenth part of all the foreign importation, in 
1893 amounted to one-third of the same. 

Among European importers into Persia, however, England 
still holds the first place, English imports into Persia being twice 
the amount of Persian exports to England; while Persia exports 
to Russia more than she receives therefrom. 

The only advantage which the Russian trade with Persia has 
over the English lies in the significant fact that it increases in 
volume each year, while that of England decreases, in spite of its 
advantages in the way of transport. 
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long dtinces which -sepurate Persia from Europe are, for 


the most part, covered by sea on large ocean-going vessels, while 
Russo-Persian ttade has to choose between a long and costly land 


journey or the Volga-Caspian route. This latter alternative is 


rendered dearer by the lack of harbours on the Caspian and the 
consequent impossibility of employing sufficiently large vessels 
to diminish the cost of transport. The high rates for freight are 
maintained also by a subsidised company (the “ Caucase et 


Mercure”), which virtually enjoys a monopoly of the Caspian 
trade, while that carried on over the ocean highway is open to 


competition, and therefore far less costly. M. Tomara quotes 


some of the cost of transport during the spring of 1894 :—A_ 


poud of cotton goods (poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois) from Astrakan 
to Persia costs 16 kopecks, and « poud of sugar 12 to 14 kopecks ; 
while from Trieste to Trebizond the freight of a pond of cloth 
is 21 kopecks, and of a poud of sugar 15 kopecks. 

According to M. Tomara, the “Caucase et Mercure” is not at 
all interested in the development of Russian commerce with 


Persia by way of the Caspian Sea; such a development would © 
tend to the formation of new companies, more competition, and — 


reduced freight. 


The Persian harbours are meagre and badly provided. Those, 


however, frequented by the commerce of Western Europe, such 
as the harbours of the Persian Gulf (Bender-Abaz, Lingué, 
Bender-Bouschir ( Bushire), Mohammera, and Bassora) and Trebi- 
zond on the Black Sea ace rather better ; but the Persian harbours 


on the Caspian, with the exception, perhaps, of Enzéli, are 


extremely dangerous. 

The Transcaspian railway, which borders the frontier of 
Khorassan, has had a most beneficial result on Russo-Persian 
commercial relations, but the advantages gained are likely to be 
counterbalanced by the opening up of the Afghan-Indian line, 
which will pass close to the provinces of Kaine and Seistan. 

In addition to this, once the railways of Turkey in Asia are 
finished, new advantages will be offered to Western Europe in’ 
its communications with Persia, by means of the Syrian ports— 
Samsoun and Izmid. The route to Western Persia most 
convenient for Russian commerce is that by way of Baku, 
Batoum, and the Caucasian frontier. 


GERMAN COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISE IN ANTWERP. 

A report, dated 3rd July 1895, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Mr, G. R. de Courcy Perry, Her Majesty’s Consul- 
Generai at Antwerp, enclosing extracts from a report by 
M. Angelis, the French Consul-General, which shows. that 


the French as well as other countries are feeling the effects of | 


German competition in every branch of commerce. 


Monsieur d’Angelis remarks, inter alia, “ That there are excellent 
“ openings for young commercial men in Antwerp, of which the 
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« Germans have taken full advantage. Many young men belong- 
“ ing to. good German families, some of whom have completed 
“ their studies at the ,, universities, come to work as. clerks, 
“ generally commencing as volunteers without pay, in the large 
‘“< mercantile hoyses of this town. They acquire there a know- 
“ ledge of the customs and needs of the market, and are, therefore, 
« often able to form valuable commercial connections. When 
“ they have gained experience of the class of business in which 
they’ are interested, these young Germans establish them- 
* selves on their,own account, and often succeed in founding very 
«prosperous undertakings, It is thus that the greater part of 
“ the. import: trade of Antwerp has fallen into the hands of 
“ Germans. There is nothing to prevent our compatriots from 
“. following this example, Young Frenchmen with a small 
“ capital sufficient to enable them to accept unpaid, or nominally 
“ paid situations at first, might come to Antwerp under the same 
* conditions as the Germans, and ultimately enter with success 
“ into one.of the numerous branches of trade which ftourish in 

In addition, to the above it may be added, in order to illustrate 
how largely German trade has increased at this port, that in 1888 
only 511 German. vessels, with an_ aggregate tonnage of 497,027, 
visited Antwerp, whereas in 1894 the number of German ships 
rose to 719 and the aggregate tonnage to 971,049; on the other 
hand,, British shipping did not jncrease in the same proportion. 

In 1888, 2,464 British ships entered this port, their total 
tonnage.,being 2,266,449. In 1894 the corresponding figures 
were as follows :—Vessels, 2,611 ; tonnage, 2,817,777, 9 , 

During the same period. French shipping exhibited but a very 
slight, increase, viz.:—In 1888, 117 ships, 95,719 tons. In 1894, 
125 ships, 111,183. tons. - webs 

Monsieur, d’Angelis’ report, contains also some information 

ding,.the choice of agents.at Antwerp. He says :— 

*‘If.our shipowners ;would send their vessels. more frequently 
to Antwerp, and select; active.and intelligent brokers who have 
time to devote to, the interests of their clients, instead of choosing 
for.agentay-as they: generally do at present, large firms which have 

too mueh work on their hands, it would, in my opinion, 
lead toa pre proportion of the freight that leaves this port 
falling to the lot of French vessels, and thus extend the trade 

of our mercantile marine.” 


‘German Law acainst ‘Unrarit 

In a-veport of Mr. Charles: Oppenheimer, Her Majesty's 
Consul-General. at Frankfort, dated June 6th 1895, it is stated 
that the GermanGovernment is trying to meet the wishes of 
many by preparing a Jaw against “ unfair competition,” a draft of 
which was sibmitted to the criticism of economic bodies at the 
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commencement of last. year in the hope that it might be passed 
during the present. session of the Imperial Parliament. By. its 
terms misleading advertisements, the injuring of the field of sales 
of a concern, or the credit of a proprietor by actual assertions ‘which 
cannot be proyed to be true, the unauthorised using of a name of 
a firm, or the, special, classification of a branch iof business, the 
betraying of business or factory secrets, are to be liable to punish- 
ment, and permission is.to be granted to.the Bundesrath. to order 
that certain goods can only be sold in specified quantities in,retail, 
and with a notification to be affixed to the goods or the wrapper 
as to the quantity. sold. Advertising is to be punishable in cases 
where the likelihood of a specially favourable bargain is presented 
by incorrect statements as to the quality or the price of the goods, 
their origin, or as to the possession of awards, or to the quantities 
in stock or the reason for sale of same. In cases where the 
advertisements are meant for a large circle of readérs, in most 
instances a criminal suit can be enforced at the same time, whereat 
fines not exceeding .1,500. marks, or. detention or imprisonment 
not exceeding six months are provided. . Besides, single. business 
men or trading. companies may be, forced. to.stop their unfair ” 
advertisements, and damages may be claimed. for injuries sustained. 
In place of damages the judge may impose.each time a fine as 
high as 10,000 marks. The paragraph reads as follows :— 

Sec. 1. Whoever undertakes in business intercourse to create 
an appearance of a specially favourable bargain by incorrect 
statements as to the condition or the price of goods, the origin 
of goods, the possession of awards, the quantity of stock, or the 
reason for the sales, may be sued and compelled to cease making 
these false statements.. Action can be taken by any’ trades- 
man who manufactures goods. of the same kind or, brings such 
on the market, as well as by trade unions. In order to ensure 
the claims preliminary writs may be issued, even when the pre- 
supposition as mentioned in sections 814 and. 819 of the Civil 
Statutes do not apply exactly to the points at issue. 

Besides the claim to have the false. statements’ stopped, the 
aforesaid tradesmen also can claim damage for such wrong state- 
ments from their author in case he can prove that he knew the 
incorrectness of the same or ought to have known them. 

Sec. 2. Whoever undertakes by ‘public notices or communi- 
cations addressed to.a large circle of readers by knowingly making 
false statements as to the condition, price or origin. of goods, 
the possession of diplomas, or the reason for, sales, so as to 
create the appearance of a specially favourable. offer, is to be 
punished by a fine not exceeding 1,500 marks, or by detention or 
imprisonment not exceeding six months. ugh te 

According to the Imperial Code hitherto in force, puaishment 
could be awarded for asserting or publishing any untrue fact 
againet one’s better knowledge, which was. likely to endanger the 
eredit of a third party.. According to. the Bill now. proposed, 
in addition to the credit, the market of a business is also to be 


protected, and a liability for damage is to exist, even when an 
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assertion is spread in goo:l faith which proves to be untrue. The 
regulations referring hereto read as follows :— 

Sec. 4. Whoever makes or publishes statements about a 
business, the proprietor of same, about the goods or produc- 
tion of a business or its proprietor, which are likely to injure the 
sales of the business (or the credit of the proprietor), is liable to 
refund the loss caused to the injured party, in case the assertions 
are proved untrue. The injured party can also claim an injunc- 
tion against the repetition of the publication of these statements. 

The regulations of the first part are not applicable in cases 
where it seems there was no intention on the part of the person 
making the communications of injuring the sales of the business 
or the credit of its proprietor. This must be so regarded 
principally in cases where the utterer or hearer of the communi- 
cation has a justifiable interest in the matter. 

Sec. 5. Whoever, contrary to a better knowledge of the facts, 
makes or propagates untrue statements about a business or the 
person of its proprietor, about the goods or the productions of a 
business or its proprietor, which are liable to injure the sale of 
the business, is to be punished with a fine not exceeding 1,500 
marks, or with imprisonment not exceeding one yenesuo(Nk 1586 , 
Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


Frencu Maritime Postar SERVICE. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade from 
the Foreign Office, transmitting extract from the French “ Journal 
Officiel” containing the text of a law approving the convention 
made on November 5th, 1894, between the French Government 
«nd the Company of Messageries Maritimes, for the re-arrange- 
ment of the maritime postal services. 

- The text, which is too voluminous for publication, can be 
seen on application at the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, between the hours of 11 and 5. 


ConcEssions IN TUNIS. 


A report, dated July 9th last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Mr. W. H. D. Haggard, Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General at Tunis, transmitting copy of a Decree published in the 
‘ Journal Officiel,” approving of the agreement entered into 
‘between the Director of Public Works and Monsieur Maurice de 
Robert, for the concession to the latter of the Gafsa phosphates, 
and the right to construct a railway from Sfax to Gafsa and the 
‘Oued Seldja. 

‘ The text of the above Decree can be seen at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, between the hours of 11 
and 5. 
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Suee@estep Passencer Line To 


Tn a report to the Foreign Office, dated May 6th last (No. 1572, 
Foreign Office, Annual Series), Mr. C. 5. Smith, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Bilbao, suggests that a good passenger service between 
Bilbao, La Rochelle, and an English port—say Plymouth, which 
is about 440 sea miles from Bilbao, a distance which an 11-knot 
steamer could cover in 40 hours—would prove a profitable under- 
taking. If good steamers ran each way—that is to say, one 
running from Plymouth to J.a Rochelle, then to Bilbao, and so 
back to Plymouth, and another running from Plymouth to 
Bilbao and La Rochelle—many people would no doubt avail 
themselves of it, in order to avoid the tedious journey by 
rail between Bilbao and the uorth of Europe. The time taken 
in going by this route from London to Bilbao would be about 
48 hours. It takes at present, by ordinary express, as much as 
334 hours. By Plymouth the cost of the journey, first-class, 
including food, would probably be under 5/. By land it will 
be found to be well over 8/. The route by Plymouth and Bilbao 
would also be found to save much fatigue in going to Madrid 
from London. From Bilbao to Madrid is only 18 hours; 80 
the whole journey from London might be done in 66 hours. 
By the Sud express, for which specially high fares are charged, 
it can now be done in 37 hours; by ordinary train it takes 
444 hours. The question of cargo would be partly solved if 
the steamship company which opened this line also undertook 
the import of meat and the export of vegetables, 


CoaL FoR THE SpaNisu Navy. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 7th July last, Sir H. 
Drummond-Wolff, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, calls 
attention to a Royal Order published in the “ Offivial Gazette,” 
interesting to coal-owners in Spain, and illustrating the present 
protectionist policy of the country. 

With a view to coal of home production being exclusively used 
in the Spanish navy, owners of mines in Spain are invited to 
send, within three months, to the arsenals at Ferrol and Cadiz, 
specimens of the coal produced by them, to be tested, ia order 
that a new classification may be made. 


Concession 1N 


A despatch, dated 6th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond-Wolff, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Madrid, enclosing copy of a law published iu the 
Official Gazette of 6th July granting, without subvention, to 
Senior D. Tomas Varona, a concession to construct a narrow 
gauge railway from Baeza (a station on the line frovi Madrid io 
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Seville) to’Villavarrillo’ and Villanueva del Arzobispo in the 
~The ,concession is for 99 years, and the railway is to be 
completed within four years, apne als 


a 
oo o “ENGLISH ENTERPRISE IN.AUSTRIA. 
Ima report to the Foreign Office, dated May 25th last, M. vo 
Schoeller, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Vienna, says that :-— 
. Hitherto the policy on the part of-Englishmen to abstain from 
investing capital in Vienna was best explained by the fact “that 
they have not as a rule been over successful.” A Scotch contractor 
10.years ago lost over 80,0001. because the concession obtained 
by him for the consiructacn of the Vienna’ Metropolitan. Railway 
was:ullowed to overrun the date fixed for taking it up, although 
the authorities prolonged it. Great regret was expressed at the 
time by the Viennese, whose local steam communication is behind 
that df other large Furopean capitals. However, now that the rail- 
way is being constructed by the Government, some satisfaction 
is expressed oat the fact that all the latest appliances and 
inventions are to be adopted,.and among others may be men- 
tioned .as the most prominent, the “Holden” injector for using 
liquid fuel, already so successfully worked by the Austrian State, 
chiefly on account of the control the system gives the fireman 
over his fire. This damper to English enterprise made English- 
men very chary with their investments here for a long time, 
although it is true that the Vienna Omnibus Company and the 
Vienna Ice Works, Limited, are still both established and doing 
well, yet the former was a dead loss a number of years. The 
latter was originally a German company. Another English 
establishment, known under the name of “ Ronacher, Limited,” 
a.,sort,.of |“ Empire Theatre,” was. to undergo a change, and be 
converted into a theatre, but the negotiations, have been broken 
off, and the establishment will be. continued as heretofore. About 
five years ago, the so-called English Gardens were purchased 
from the first Chamberlain acting for the Imperial House of 
Austria, to whom it belonged, by an English company, for. the 
purpose of erecting places of amusement as well as country villas. 
Meanwhile the gardens have gone) into the: possession of a local 
show company who have erected “ Venice in Vienna.” The newest 
English company, however, is the Vienna Brick Works, a 
company registered in London a few months ago, to acquire the 
ession of some brick works in an outlying district of the city. 
‘he reason for forming this company was the high price being paid 
here for bricks for the aforesaid Metropolitan Railway running 
on brick arches, likewise for the new Vienna barracks, and 
Rumerous other structures planned. Regarding British capital 
in industrial enterprises in Austria, an English firm have 
established at Eger, in Bohemia, last year, a large manufactory 
for making cycles, having the year previously successfully erected 
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one at Doos, near Niiremberg, the object being to save the 
heavy import dues levied. |... 
This was followed last year by the Coveney Machinists 
Company entering into arrangements with the Small Arms Com- 
pany at Steyr, Upper Austria, to manufacture their “Swift 
ycle,” a large staff of experienced English workmen being 
sent out for that purpose, For some months past the manu- 
facturing of these cycles proceeded very fast, and in February 
this year the first results were successfully shown in Vienna, , 


Port or CONSTANTZA. 

With reference to the note on the above subject on p, 61 of the 
July number of the Board of Trade Journal, a despatch has been 
received at the Foreign Office, dated 13th July last, from Sir G. 
H. Wyndham, Her Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary at Bucharest, 
stating that eight firms tendered for the work of the enlargement 
of the port of Constantza, and that the contract has been given 
to the firm of Adrien Hallier of Paris, who offered a reduction of 
21 per cent, on the sum of 12,318,000 frs. (492,720/) estimated 
for the works to be undertaken now, and of 23°80 per cent. on 
the further estimate for the eventual completion of the whole of 
the works, and engaged to complete what they have now con- 
tracted for within three to five years. It is understood that the 
reason why this firm was able to offer such a large reduction was, 
that they had been engaged in harbour works at the Hayre, and 
that they have consequently all the necessary plant, &c., ready. 

The London Tilbury Lighterage Company was invited, but, 
it is stated, did not compete. shies 

It has been stated on good authority that it is quite possi- 
ble that the Government will not spend more than the sum now 
contracted for, viz., about 13 million francs, which they. think will 
suffice to enlarge the harbour sufficiently to admit about eight 
steamers of the average tonnage which trade to the Danube, and 
that there is no intention of adopting any measures which would 
substitute the port of Constantza for the ports of Sulina, Galatz, 
and Braila. | 


Minine Laws 1n Roumanta. 


A Serpetch has been received at the Foreign Office from Sir 
G. H. Wyndham, Her Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary: at 
Bucharest, enclosing a translation in French, taken from the 
* Financial Courier” of Roumania, relating to the regulations for 
the concession of the right of searching for and: working petroleum, 
as well as those for working quarries on State lands. “tis 

These regulations, which are too voluminous for publication in 
this Journal, can be seen at the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade between the hours of 11 and 5. fore 


| 

| 

| 
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Seville) to’’Villavarrillo’and ‘Villanueva del Arzobispo in the 
~The ,concession is for 99 years, and the railway is to be 
completed within four years, aig 


ISL il We 


»» Ina report tothe Foreign Office, dated May 25th last, M. von 
Schoeller, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Vienna, says that :-— 
. Hitherto the policy on the part of-Englishmen to abstain from 
investing capital in Vienna was best explained by the fact “that 
they have not asa rule been over successful.” A Scotch contractor 
10:\years ago lost over 80,000/. because the concession obtained 
by him for the consiructicn of the Vienna’ Metropolitan Railway 
was:xullowed to overrun the date fixed for taking it up, although 
the authorities prolonged it. Great regret was expressed at the 
time by the Viennese, whose local steam communication is behind 
that of other large European capitals. However, now that the rail- 
way is being constructed by the Government, some satisfaction 
is expressed -at) the fact that all the latest appliances and 
inventions are» to be adopted, and among others ‘may be men- 
tioned \as the most prominent, the “Holden” injector for using 
liquid fuel, already so successfully worked by the Austrian State, 
chiefly .on account of the control the system gives the fireman 
over his fire. This damper to English enterprise made English- 
men very chary with their investments here for a long time, 
although it is true that the Vienna Omnibus Company and the 
Vienna Ice Works, Limited, are still both established and doing 
well, yet the former was a dead loss a number of years. The 
latter was originally a German company. Another English 
establishment, known under the name of “Ronacher, Limited,” 
a.sort,.of Empire. Theatre,” was, to undergo a change, and be 
converted into a theatre, but the negotiations have been broken 
off, and the establishment will be. continued as heretofore... About 
five years ago, the so-called English Gardens were purchased 
from the first Chamberlain acting for the Imperial House of 
Austria, to whom it belonged, by an English company, for the 
purpose of erecting places of amusement as well as country villas. 
Meanwhile the gardens have gone) into the) possession of a local 
show company who have erected “ Venice in Vienna.” The newest 
English company, however, is the Vienna Brick Works, a 
company registered in London a few months ago, to acquire the 
gai of some brick works in an outlyitig district of the city. 
he reason for forming this company was the high price being paid 
here for bricks for the aforesaid Metropolitan Railway running 
on brick arches, likewise for the new Vienna barracks, and 
‘numerous other structures planned. Regarding British capital 
in industrial enterprises in Austria, an English firm have 
established at Eger, in Bohemia, last year, a large manufactory 
for making cycles, having the year previously successfully erected 
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one at Doos, near Niiremberg; the object being to save the 
heavy import dues levied, | 


This was followed last year by the Coyentry Machinists 
Company arrangements with the Small Arms Com- 
pany at Steyr, Upper Austria, to manufacture their “Swift 

ycle,” a large staff of experienced English workmen being 
sent out for that purpose, For some months past the manu- 
facturing of these cycles proceeded very fast, and in February 
this year the first results were successfully shown in Vienna, , 


» Port or 


With reference to the note on the above subject on p. 61 of the 
July number of the Board of Trade Journal, a despatch has been 
received at the Foreign Office, dated 13th July last, from Sir G. 
H, Wyndham, Her Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary at Bucharest, 
stating that eight firms tendered for the work of the enlargement 
of the port of Constantza, and that the contract has been given 
to the firm of Adrien Hallier of Paris, who offered a reduction of 
21 per cent. on the sum of 12,318,000 frs. (492,720/.) estimated 
for the works to be undertaken now, and of 23°80 per cent. on 
the further estimate for the eventual completion of the whole of 
the works, and engaged to complete what they have now con- 
tracted for within three to five years. It is understood that the 
reason why this firm was able to offer such a large reduction was, 
that they had been engaged in harbour works at the Havre, and 
that they have consequently all the necessary plant, &., ready. 

The London Tilbury Lighterage Company was invited, but, 
it is stated, did not compete, 

It has been stated on good authority that it is quite possi- 
ble that the Government will not spend more than the sum now 
contracted for, viz., about 13 million francs, which they: think will 
suffice to enlarge the harbour sufficiently to admit about, eight 
steamers of the average tonnage which trade to the Danube, and 
that there is no intention of adopting any measures which woul 
substitute the port of Constantza for the ports of Sulina, Galatz, 


Laws 1n Roumania. 


A soapetch has been received at the Foreign Office from Sir 
G. H, Wyndham, Her Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary at 
Bucharest, enclosing a translation in French, taken from the 
* Financial Courier” of Roumania, relating to the regulations for 
the concession of the right of searching for and working petroleum, 
as well as those for working quarries on State lands, = 
These regulations, which are too voluminous for publication in 
this Journal, can be seen at the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade between the hours of 11 and 5. 


| 


q 
| 
{ 
i 
| 
q 
{ 
OOOO Oh 4 


‘192 _BXTRAOTS FROM DIPLOMATIC, ETC, REPORTS. [Aug. 1895. 


- SERVIAN INDUSTRIES. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated June 4, Mr. Ranald 


G. Macdonald, Her Majesty's Consul at Belgrade, siutes that 
‘the dread of creating a prvletariate by establishing industrial 
“centres in agricultural Servia, which was a few years ago the 
‘bugbear of many influential Servian politicians, is giving way, 
‘as might have been expected, before a general desire for 
cheapness. 

A ‘series of conferences have been held at the Ministry of 
Commerce, where representatives of Servian trades were sum- 
moned to consult as to the most practical means to be adupted 
for placing Servian artisans and manufacturers in a position 
which might enable their products to compete more successfully 
“with those of foreign lands. At the first of these conferences, 
‘which took place on February 19th last, the Minister of 
‘Commerce opened the proceedings in a speech in which he 
‘depicted in terms of sadness the low condition to which home 
industries had been reduced. The causes of Servian inability to 
compete on her own soil with low-priced articles of foreign 
manufacture lie deep in the system, or rather want of system, 
under which her workmen have been content to labour, each 
artisan toiling for himself, with no other hands than his own to 
help him through the day’s work, and without any attempt to 
increase his output or to reduce the costs of production by a 
‘combination of capital or labour. The small scale on which 
individual work has been conducted has precluded the possibility 
of a division of labour, or of the employment of steam power or 
other labour - saving apparatus; and raw material, being 
purchased third or fourth hand and in small quantities, is paid 
for at proportionately high prices. The Minister quoted instances 
of soap-boiling works, where in 10 separate establishments, 10 
masters and as many apprentices would be engaged, with 
separate fires, sheds, and shops in each case, and ten separate 
families looking to the profits of these 10 small concerns for 
their livelihood. Experiments have been made from time to 
time in granting State aid to industrial undertakings, but the 
recipient, flushed with the possession of means on which he had 
expended no toil, has frittered away the assistance in idle existence 
at coffee-houses and taverns. After several conferences and 
long and exhaustive discussion of tbis problem, a resolution was 
embodied to the effect that an improvement in the moral and 
material condition of Servian manufacturing industry is only t> 
be attained by the establishment of industrial unions, subject to 
the rules and regulations of existing guilds, and endowed with 
such special privileges as the law permits Government to cunfer 
upon struggling native industries. Chief amongst such privileges 
is an entire or partial exemption from Customs dues on raw 
materinl or machinery required for the use of factories. As most 
financial institutions in Servia are, according to the Belgrade 
* Trgovinski Glasnik,” absorbed in the profitable business of 
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discount, such sinews of war as are required for developing the 
new scheme must be obtained by a mutual co-operation of artisans 
‘and workmen. A step in this direction has been taken in the 
-establishment of a cv-operative society styled the “Servian 
Artisans’ Bank,” OM ob in which is limited to artisans and 
master workmen, or guilds and trading corporations. The bank 
is authorized to raise a capital of 1,000,000 fr. in 20,000 shares of 
50 fr, each, the first. call to be one of 10 fr., of which 3 fr. were 
to be paid on application. The bank will advance sums of 
‘money to its shareholders on guarantee of goods manufactured by 
the latter, and, in order to prevent the process from degenerating 
into one of simple discount, “bazaars” will be organised, at 
which such goods will be exposed for sale, whilst the producer, 
who was formerly dependent upon the sale of his manufactures 
for means of further production, will be enabled by the money 
received in advance to set himself at once to fresh work ; in other 
words, the producer will cease to be his own salesman.—(No. 
1,604, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


REVENUE OF GUATEMALA. 


Ibn a report to the Foreign Office, dated 29th May last, Mr. 
James F. Roberts, Her Majesty’s Consul at Guatemala, trans- 
mits copies and translations of two financial statements that 
appeared last week in the Official Journal, “ E] Guatemalteco,” 
giving a comparative statement of the revenue received from 
export and import duties at the Custom House of the city of 
Guatemala and throughout the whole Republic respectively, for 
the quarter ended 30th March, 1895, as compared with the same 
period in 1894. From these statements it appears that the 
Customs revenue of the Republic of Guatemala for the quarter 
ended March 30th, 1895, amounted to 2,775,099 dols, (about 
277,5101.), or an increase of 1,019,672 dols. (about 101,967/.) 
over the amount for the same period of 1894. 


CoNncESSIONAIRES OF IN GUATEMALA. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 10th July last, 
Mr. J. Frederick Roberts, Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at 
Guatemala, reports that concessions for the construction of certain 
railways have been granted, as follows:— —_—_ 

_I.—Between Guatemala City, Quesaltenango, and. Antigua 
(electricity to be the motive-power), to Mr. Enrique Neutze, a 
German resident in the city of Guatemala. si, 

Il.—Between the station of Obero (on the Central Railway) 
and the port of Istapa, to Mr. P. W. Chamberlain, an American 


subject residing in Guatemala, 
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TiT.—Between the station of Escuintla the Central Rail- 
way) and San José Barbarena to Mr. Luis G. Schlessinger, a 
German subject of Guatemala. : 

_ TV.—Between the port of Ocos and Santa Catarina or 
Nahuatan, to Mr. Enrique Neutze. , 

Tn all the above concessions it is stipulated that the rails be of 
steel, and to weigh 26 lbs. to the lineal metre; the sleepers to be 
of steel (in the electric railway to Antigua, of iron), or of wood of 
the best quality, and to be placed at distances of 25 to 30 inches. 
The ballast of the road to be of a thickness of at least 15 centi- 


metres. 
The water-courses are to be constructed in masonry of brick or 
stone, or by the use of tubes. f ogh 
“The bridges to be of iron or steel and wood combined, in the 
substructure, and with pieces of stone, iron, or steel, 


Coat FOR SuRINAM. 


With reference to the Board of Trade Notice on p. 624 of the 
June number of the “Board of Trade Journal,” a despatch has 
been received at the Foreign Office from Mr. Sydney J, A. 
Churchill, Her Majesty’s Consul at Paramaribo, stating. that the 
tender for 2,000 tons of Cardiff coal of Messrs, Van Tubergen 
and Daam, of Amsterdam, has been accepted by the Surinam 
Government, 


Port oF Rio GRANDE po Sut. 


Mr. W. H. Hearn, Her Majesty’s Consul at Rio Grande do Sul, 
in a report to, the Foreign Office, dated 30th April last, states 
that no one living outside the State of Rio Grande do Sul can have 
any idea of the all-pervading importance of the bar at the mouth 
of the river. The harbours of Rio Grande, Pelotas and Porto 
Alegre depend for their shipping entirely on the practicability of 
the Rio Grande Bar, and, in days gone by, a vessel which could 


cross the bar without touching bottom could reach either of the 


three ports. Now it is not so. Nature took the bar in her own 
hands at the same time that man was going, once more, to 
endeavour to improve it, and throw more good money after the 
much bad that had already been swallowed up by the sea. She 
has been slowly and steadily bringing it to such a pitch of per- 
fection that it is not possible for either of the three harbours to 
float the vessels that now cross it, until they have got rid of a 


large t of their ca 

t is true that for some time past the Bar and Harbour 
Commissioners have been doing good work’ by facing the river 
banks near the mouth with stone and confining the stream to 
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a narrower and deeper channel with fascines, thus bringing a 
compact straight volume of water to bear directly on the bar 
and keep it to an ever-increasing depth, so long as the natural 
conditions are favourable. An abnormal change took place in 
1891, contemporaneous with the natural closing of the north- 
east channel, so that whereas in 1889 and 1890 the average 
depth varied from 11 feet to 12 feet 9 inches, in 1891 it rose to 
14 feet 3 inches, and from 1892 to 1894 rose from 14 feet 5 inches 
to 15 feet 10 inches, the average for the month of October in last 
year being as much as 16 feet 4 inches. There is every prospect 
that this improvement will not only be maintained but increased. 
The difficulty now is with the channels and harbours inside, and 
the State Government, recognising this, lately advertised for 
tenders for deepening the channels, but the terms offered were 
too uncertain and risky to tempt. people, with the necessary 
capital and plant, to undertake such a work, which after all is one 
that the Bar and Harbour Commissioners with the dredgers and 
machinery which they have at their disposal might easily carry 
out with a little energy and determination. ' ai a 
When these obstacles are dotie a with, there is nd State in 
Brazil that will’ have more favourable conditions for shipping. 
At present, however, the obstacles of nature and red-tapeism are 
anything but favourable, the want of water keeping vessels weeks 
in reaching Pelotas or Porto Alegre, necessitating lighterage, 
towage, and not seldom salvage, while delays in clearing, 
despatching, and useless rules as to places of discharge and 
loading increase the expenses of vessels, so that only a certain 
class can afford to visit the port, and that only at freights which 
these conditions require to be abnormally high—( Foreign Office 
Annual Series, No, 1583). vd ae 


ConsuLaR Invoices IN 
_ A communication has been received from the Consulate-General 
of Peru, stating that the Peruvian Government, with the object of 
giving to British merchants every facility and convenience with 
reference to shipments to Peru, has issued a decree to the effect 
that: 
©The Consular invoices regarding merchandise shipped from 
any port in the British Isles to Peruvian ports may be presented 
for legalisation at the offices of the Peruvian Consulate-General 


TT 


CONSTRUCTION OF A IN THE Bay oF 

A despatch, dated June 17th last, has been received at’ the 
Foreign Office from Mr, Walter Baring, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Montevideo, enclosing an extract from the ‘“ Montevideo 
Times,” giving the principal conditions of a scheme for the con- 
struction of a port in the Bay of Sauce, drawn up by Messrs. 
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Lacaze and Co., and which received the approval of the Committee 
of Public Works. 
Tue Bay of Sauce is situate] at the mouth of the river of the 
same name between Montevideo and Colonia, and a little to the 
south of the Swiss and Piedmontese azricultural colonies, which 
roduce a considerable quantity of grain and are in a fairly 
tame condition, There are considerable stone quarries in 
the neighbourhool Under these circumstances the construction 
of a port and railway would nv doubt be of advantage to the 
country. 
_ The following are the principal conditions attached to the 
scheme :—The definite plans to be presented by the concessionnaires 
(Lacaze and Co.) within three months; work to be commenced 
within six months from approval of the plans, and to be concluded 
in two years. Theentrance channel to the port to have a depth of 
6 metres at ordinary tide. The bay to be dredged for a super- 
ficies of 12 hectares, and to a depth varying from 7°80 metres 
within the breakwater to 4 metres at the head. The concession 
to be for 25 years, counting from the conclusion of the works. 
After that, the port, wharves, cranes, lighthouses, and all annexes 
and properties, are to be transferred to the Government in good 
condition, The concessionnaires will have the right to charge fees 
for entrance, stay, and wharfage, according to a tariff approved 
by the Executive, the charges to be reduced when the profits 
exceed 8 per cent per annum. Vessels of the national squadron 
to be exempt from all charges. The general administration and 
regulation of the port to 4 in charge of the Executive, and no 
monopolies to be permitted. Pilotage and towing to be free. 
No fee to be charged for the landing or embarkation of passengers. 
Fruit, birds, eggs, ice, and empty packages for the same to be 
free of port dues. The port to be declared open for exportation, 
importation, and warehouse deposit, for which purposes the con- 
cessionnaires shall make the necessary arrangements. 

The concessionnaires are further authorised to extend the 
narrow gauge (80 centimetres) railway already at work to the 
confluence of the Cuchilla de la Colonia with the Sauce and 
Colla streams near the roads of Mercedes, Carmelo, Rosario, and 
Colonia, accordivg to plans duly submitted. The plans for this 
extension to be submitted within 8 months ; work to commence 
12. months after approval, and to be concluded in 18 months. 
Should the Government definitely adopt 1 metre as the gauge for 
narrow railways, this must be adopted by the concessionnaires, 
The usual rights of expropriation to be allowed, also exemption 
from property and municipal taxes for 10 years. Exemption to 
be allowed for 25 years of import duty on all construction 
material for port and railway. The railway to become State 
property in 50 years. 

It is stated that Lacaze and Co., applicants for the above con- 
cessions, are owners of considerable properties and quarries in 
the neighbourhood where it is proposed to build the port, and 
they have already expended some 45,000 dojs. in a break- 
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water, wharves, and a narrow gauge railway some 14 kilometres 
long with the necessary rolling stock. The concession, for 
which they have been agitating since 1888, is to enable them to 
embark still more capital in an enterprise which will undoubtedly 
conduce to the development of an important section of the 
Republic. “Sauce is directly south of the Rosario colony, and 
within a short distance of a very fertile region. 


Dare CULTIVATION IN PerRsIAN ARABIA. 


A report of Mr. McDouall, Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at 
Mohammerah, which is enclosed in a despatch to the Foreign 
Office by Colonel F. A. Wilson, Her Majesty's Consul-General at 
Bushire, gives the following particulars as to the conditions of 
date cultivation in Persian bia. 

The date gardens are held on payment of half the crop to the 
owner of the soil. 

When the dates are nearly ripe, an estimate of the crop is 
made by the empioyés of the Muez-es-Sultaneh, who claims all 
land in the Mohammerah district, and the head man of the 
village, or of each group of gardens, is invited to guarantee half 
this estimate, which is always excessive ; some outsider generally 
offers to take the gardens on this estimate, and unless the head 
man for himself and the other date owners agrees to this 
estimate, they are turned out of the gardens and of their houses 
until the crop is gathered, the man who has accepted with his 
men being put in, in their place. To avoid this the garden 
owners generally guarantee an excessive crop, and it often 
happens that they have actually to buy dates to make up the 
landlord’s estimated half crop. Consequently, the fellahin take 
little care of the trees and land is going out of cultivation. On 
the Turkish side of the river, though the tenure is on the same 
terms it is differently carried out. There the crops are valued 
twice, once by the Government for the tax, and once by the 
landlord. The landlord arranges with each occupier separately ; 
in the event of disputes, the occupier gets half of his valuation 
and the landlord the balance, and in no case is a stranger put in. 
This arrangement works well. 

The Sheikh of Mohammerah claims and is in possession of the 
whole of the land in his district; but the Persian Government 
claim that the land belongs to the State. The Arab claim 
— to be that the district is under Persian protection for 
which they pay tribute, and is not an integral part of Persia. 


The Chaab, according to their own histories, have only been in 
these parts since A.D. 1690. They have paid tribute regularly 
to Persia since about A.D. 1763. The Sheikhs of the Muhesen 
tribe have been appointed Governors of Mohammerah district by 
the Persian Government for some 40 years. Previously this 
district was under the hereditary Sheikh of the Chaab at Dorak 
el Fellahieh. 
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_.The reclamation of waste or new ground is as follows :—The 
fellahin receive the land rent free for a period of 10 to 15 years, 
on the condition that they make the necessary dams and irrigation 
canals, and plant date trees to be in, bearing at the expiration of 
the period. They plant corn, beans, roses, apples, melons, and 
flax, and make a fair profit; at the end of the period they can 
continue to occupy on condition of handing half the crop to the 
landlord. This reclamation is principally going on at Gusba of 
the Nessar tribe, near the mouth of the Shat-el-Arab. Opposite 
there at Fao, on the Turkish side, the land has all been 
reclaimed on these terms, and most of the occupiers there were 
originally poor fellahin. | 7, 

Their sons, to avoid the Turkish conscription, are now taking 
up the waste ground at Gusba, and much land is now being) 
reclaimed, there... 

The present crops could be at least doubled, and perhaps 
quadrupled, by, the ;bringing of new or waste ground into cul- 


tivation, and the paying of more attention to the present trees. 
If Planting .were, encouraged, a crop could be obtained on part 
of the ground reclaimed after seven years of occupancy. Date 
trees do not. make. much progress while other crops are grown 
round them, as the.roeots require space; therefore it must be 
Pi: to the ;interest,of the planter to encourage the growth of 


despatch; dated June 14 last, has been received" at the 
Foreign’ Office from>Mr. Gerald Lowther, Her Majesty’s Secretary 
of Legation at: Tokio, calling attention to an article which was 
published*'a ‘short time previously in a Japanese paper, the 
‘Nichi’ Nichi ‘Shimbun,” with reference to the port of Shashi 
recently opened ‘on the Yang-tsze ‘to’ Japanese’ trade by the 
treaty'of ‘peace.’ The Japanese journal alluded to goes on to 
state that’ Shashi, as a commercial centre,:has many advantages 
over Ichang.. The latter has: in its favour the fact of its lying 
midway*between Hangkow and Chung-king, but for Shashi there 
is much ‘more to be said. Like Ichang, it benefits by the river- 
borne traffic of the Yang-teze, but it acts also as a distributing 
centre through qhich Chinese produce passes to and from the 
rovinces of Hunan and Kinan-tung by way of the Tung T’ing 
lake, while owing to the existence of canals, water communication 
with Hankow is more direct than by the river. Ty ATG 
Great Britain, the paper adds, once tried to secure the opening 
of Shiashi'to her ‘trade, but the Chinese thought that the opening 
of port’ would injure the interests of the boat-owners and 
boatmen concerned in the transport business, and so Ichang was 
stbstituted, lo bel alongs ovat oct 
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XIX.GENERAL TRADE 
Meeting or ne [zon AND Steen InstrTUTE. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade 
from the Iron and Steel Institute, notifying that the autumn 
meeting of the Institute will be held at Birmingham, on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, the 20th, 21st, 22nd, and 
23rd August. 

The following papers have been offered for reading :— 
“TY. On the Direct Puddling of Iron. By E. Bonehill (Mar- 
chienne-au-Pont, Belgium). = 

2, On the Production of Iron by a New Process. By R. A. 
Hadfield, Member of Council (Sheffield). a Sat) 

3. On the Thermo-chemistry of the Bessemer Process. By. 
Professor W. N. Hartley, F.R.S. (Dublin). 
era ret the Hardening of Steel. By H. M. Howe (Boston, 

5. On the Mineral Resources of South ‘Staffordshire. By 
H.W. Hughes, Assoc. R.S.M., F.G.S. (Dudley). 

6. On the Iron Industry of South Staffordshire. By D. Jones, 
Secretary of the South Staffordshire Ironmasters’ Association 
(Shifnal). 

7., On the Iron Industry of the South of Russia. By George 
Kamensky, Assoc. R.S.M, (St. Petersburg). 

8. On Tests of Cast Iron. By W. J. Keep (Detroit, U.S.A.). 
mm On the Analysis of Ferro-chromium. By E. H. Saniter 

igan). 
‘ 10. Sn Small Cast Ingots. By R. Smith-Casson (Bir-. 
mingham), _ 

11, On the Estimation of Oxide of Iron in, Steel, By A. E, 
Tucker, F.1.C. (Birmingham). 

12. On Tests of Cast Iron. By T. D. West (Sharpsville, 
Pennsylvania). 

13. On the Use of Nickel in the Metallurgy of Iron. By 
H. A. Wiggin (Birmingham). 


Frax Crop or 1894, 

Much that has been written respecting the flax crop of 1893 
applies with equal truthfulness to that of 1894. In both cases the 
yield per acre was large, but in the latter year the character of 
the fibre does not stand so high, owing largely to too much rain and 
too little sunshine at a critical stage. In the early scutching 
eeason water was scarce, and there was some delay in sending in 
the returns; consequently the estimated production of flax in 
Ireland was later than usual in being published, i 


tow 
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The area under flax cultivation, according to the Twenty- 
seventh Annual Report of the Flax Supply Association, is the 
largest since 1889, and equals the average for the last 10 years 
(the satisfactory yields and remunerative prices of 1893 have 
had much to do with this result); but while the yields are again 
very large, the same cannot be said of tle quality of the fibre, it 
having deteriorated seriously and become considerably reduced in 
value. Carelessness, to a large extent in the cleaning, still calls 
for remark. It is a well-known fact that a large proportion of 
the Irish flax sent into the markets could, with more care in 
handling and cleaning, be made 20 to 25 per cent. more valuable. 
The producers cannot be too often reminded of this. Much can 
be done by them to raise the value of their crop, while the 
spinner or consumer, who must be guided by the state of trade, 
is helpless. 

The number of acres under flax in Ireland in the year 1894 
was 101,081 as compared with 67,487 in 1893, the chief increases 
being in Fermanagh, Donegal, Cavan, Monaghan, and Tyrone. 

‘Lhis has been a second successful ‘year as regards yields, last 
season having recorded a general advance from the low level of 
the previous crop to a very high level; now it is more a variation 
in the counties that has to be noticed. Antrim, Armagh, 
Down, and Londonderry have increased their yields in quantities 
varying from 24 stones to 5 stones per acre. Cavan, Donegal, 
Monaghan, and Tyrone have fallen off in quantities ranging 
from 3} to 6} stones. 

The acreage and yield being both satisfactory, the total 
production must necessarily be Jarge. The details require little 
comment, and beyond the fact that Down turned out the largest 
quantity of flax in the Ulster counties, and that Leinster and 
Connaught have the usual very large yields, there is nothing to 
note specially. 

The total number of tons produced in 1894 was 22,061, to 
which Ulster contributed 21,767, as against « total of 14,513 in 
1893 (Ulster 14,373), or an increase of 52 per cent. 


Russian PrRopvuction. 


According to “ Kuhlow’s” of 12th June last, Russia holds the 
third place among gold-producing countries. Gold is only 
found im large quantity in the Ural Mountains and East and 
West Siberia; the very limited output of washed gold in 
Finland is not of any importance. The production fluctuates 
considerably ; during the decade 1880-1890 it was greatest in 
1880, when the output reached 43,277 kilogrammes, gradually 
sinking to 33,020 kilogrammes, and subsequently again rising 
to 39,405 kilogrammes in 1890. The decline in the beginning 
of the decade was owing to the smaller yield of the gold 
mines in the Olekminsk and Jenniseisk districts in Last 
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Siberia, which were at one time amongst the richest gold 
mines in Russia. The subsequent increase of the production- 
is not owing to the discovery of new mines, but to improved 
methods of extraction. The output of gold in the Ural 
Mountains and in Western Siberia appears to be steadily 
increasing, while there is a falling off as regards Eastern Siberia, 
with the exception of the Amur district, where the output is 
rapidly increasing. According to the official statistics, the output 
for the year 1890—official reports are generally years behind 
in Russia—was for 


Kilogrammes. 
West and East Siberia - - = 29,000 
Finland - - 18 


This was the outcome of 23,000,000 tons of gold-carrying sand 
and ore. In the period from 1834 to 1892 East Siberia alone 
has yielded over 1,000 tons of gold.. The question as to what 
percentage of gold in the ore is considered necessary to make the 
pencese of extraction pay, is answered very differently in [astern 

iberia and in the Ural district. One of the largest go!d-mining 
companies in the Amur district does not consider it advantageous 
to work mines in which there is less gold than about 3:5 grammes 
per ton of sand, whilst in Ural a minimum of 0°7 of a gramme of 
gold per ton of sand is considered sufficient to make the process 
of extraction remunerative. The natural consequence is that 
deposits, which are thought worth working in Ural, are left 
entirely unworked in the Amur district. This is no doubt caused 
by the distant situation of the latter locality, where labour, food, 
machinery, transport, &c., are very expensive. It ie only natural 
that the Russian Government should do all in its power to advance 
the gold-mining industry. Its planis to train up a staff of mining 
engineers, and to let these experts visit North America, South 
Africa, and Australasia. It is also proposed to attempt a second 
extraction of gold from some of the vast quantities of residues, 
&c., in the various mining districts. 


FoREIGNERS IN GERMAN TECHNICAL SCHOOLS. 


In a report to his Government, dated April 16 last, Mr. 
Monaghan, United States Consul at Chemnitz, says that, in 
Saxony, an effort is being made to keep foreigners out of the 
technica], industrial, and industrial art schools. A petition to. 
that effect is being circulated in all the Saxon cities. Mr. 
Monaghan asked to see a copy of the petition, but thus far has 
not been successful. He states that he is told that while its 
purpose, as expressed in the preamble, is general, its real object 
is to keep out Englishmen and Americans. This, however, is 
only, he remarks, hearsay—one of those things that can be heard 
everywhere when conversation about the petition comes up. 
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Bertin InpustrRiaAL 


An industrial exhibition to celebrate the jubilee of the 
recognition of Berlin as the imperial capital is to be held next 
year in the Treptow Park near that town from May to October. 
Its object is to represent the development of the various trades 
and industries of Berlin and to exhibit its importance as a centre 
of commerce and industry. The exhibition will embrace the 
following groups :— 

I.—Textile industries. II.— Clothing industries. III].— 
Building and engineering. IV.— Wood industries (cabinet- 
making, &c., &c.). V.—Porcelain, ger and fire-brick industry. 
VI.—Swmallwarés and fancy goods, VII. — Metal industry. 
VIII.—Engraving, the decorative arts, and the book trades. 
IX.—Chemical industry, X.—Food products (including tobacco, 
spirits, &c.). XI.— Scientific instruments. XII.— Musical 
instruments. XII1,— Machine-construction, shipbuilding and 
transport trade. XIV.—Applied electricity. XV.—Leather 
and india-rubber industry. XVI.—Paper industry. 
Photography. XVIII. — Hygiene and sanitary dwellings. 
XIX.—Education and instruction. XX.—Fishing and boating, 
as industries and sports. XXI.—Riding and racing, aquatic 
sport; cycling; shooting and hunting; pleasure - boating. 
XXII.—Horticulture. XXIII.— German colonial exhibition. 
X XIV.—Hotel and restaurant trades. 

The exhibition will also include representations of “ Old Berlin ” 
and “ A street in Cairo.” 


ForEIGN TRADE OF FRANCE. 


The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels ” for the 25th July last, 
publishes some figures with reference to the export and import 
trade of France during the first six months of 1895. From these 
it would appear that the total value of goods imported into France 
during the above period was 72,638,000/,, as against 86,806,000/. 
during the same period of 1894. Of this total in 1895, articles 
of food represented a value of 18,947,000/, raw materials 
42,839,000/, and manufactured articles 10,852,000/., as against 
25,106,000/., 46,661,000/, and 11,038,000/. respectively during 
the same period of 1894. With regard to exports, the total 
value for the first six months of 1895 was 64,824,000/., as against 
59,902,000/. in 1894, of which articles of food represented 
11,621,0007. (172,668,0001, 1894), raw materials, 16,624,000/. 
(94,356,000, 1894), manufactured articles 34,224,000/. 
(3/,282,0001., 1894), and Parcel Post Service 2,356,000/. 
(1,643,0001., 1894). 

During the same period, the value of the _— imported from 
the United Kirgdom was 9,863,000/., from Germany 5,949,000/., 


from Belgium 5,907,0007, and from the United States 6,925,000. ;. 
whereas the value of the export trade to the above four countries 
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- was as follows: To United Kingdom, 18,682,000/., to Germany 
6,250,000/,, to Belgium 10,385,000/., and to the United State 
5,821,0002. 


CoMMERCIAL CONCESSIONS IN SERVI1A. 


According to a report of the Italian Consul at Belgrade, 

blished in the June number .of the “ Bolletino di Notizie 
Dommereiali,” the Servian Minister of Commerce has granted 
several concessions to certain native manufacturers of Belgrade, 
Nisch, and Leskovatz, for the establishment of manufactories of 
various kinds of goods, the most important of which are iron wire 
and nails, oil, linen goods, hemp tissues, trunks, and aniline. In 
some cases the manufacturers are specially exempted from paying 
duty on the raw material imported for their use. ' 

n granting these concessions the Minister has, above all, desired 
to give an impetus to Servian industries, and the use of home- 
produced raw material. But his action may also serve to benefit 
the raw material and half-manufactured goods imported from 
abroad as these latter are admitted on payment of half the duty, 
anf in some cases altogether free for the use of the privileged 

rms. 

The manufacturers who have obtained concessions are, it is 
said, already in treaty with various Austrian and German firms to 
obtain the necessary capital. 


The export trade of wine in the island of Crete is, says the 
G Bollesino di Notizie Commerciali,” principally from the port of 
andia, 

There are two chief kinds of Cretan wine known as Malevisi 
and Arhanes... This latter, exported to France in considerable 
quantities, is of a dark red colour and contains 13 or 14 degrees 
of alcohol ; the former is of a rather lighter tint and contains 14 
or 15 degrees .of alcohol. There is, besides, a white wine which 
has no special name. 

The average price is 7°50 francs per hectolitre on board. 

In the year 1894 there were exported from Candia 70,000 
quintals of wine of which the greater part went to Nice, a certain 
quantity to Egypt and Trieste, but none to Italy. To Trieste 
was also sent a small quantity of raisins. 

The exports from the port of Canea are not of any great im- 

rtance. The wine there is also of a dark red colour and the 
better kinds are known by the names of Kissamos and Ebraica, 
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With regard to Cretan oil, the actual cost on the market is 
about 61 frances per quintal, with a tendency to fall lower still 
considering the abundant harvest which is anticipated this year. 
The quality of the oil is generally very poor, so that in England, 
whither the greater part of it is'sent, it is chiefly used for industrial 


purposes. 


INDUSTRY IN TURKEY. 


The “Revue d’Orient” of the 2nd July last states that 
17 authorisations for the construction of steam factories were 
issued by the authorities in Turkey during the Mussulman 
year 1312 (June 1894 to June 1895). The most important of 


these is the sugar refinery to be opened shortly in the district of 
Douma, Dama province. 


Money IN SMYRNA. 


The “Bolletino di Notizie Commerciali” quoting from the 
bulletin of the French Chamber of Commerce at Smyrna, says, 
that the value of current coins at Smyrna varies according to the 
class of payments made. 

Thus, the Turkish gold lira and silver medjidié are worth 
respectively 178 piastres and 33 piastres, if they are used to pay 
salaries, daily expenses, or articles of necessity ; in the purchase 
of raisins, cottons, wool, &c., they are only worth 125 and 23 
piastres ; 135°25 and 25 in wholesale sales of cclonial goods and 
manufactured tissues ; 110°75 and 20°50 when paying for barley, 
oleaginous seeds, skins, wax, gums, &c.; 108 and 20 in the case 
of oils, opium, iron, copper, &c., and are only worth 100 and 19 
piastres respectively when making payments connected with the 
public administration. These differences in the value of money 
at Smyrna are the consequence of the monetary disorder produced 
at the commencement of the century by the Sublime Porte 
issuing a legal currency containing a great amount of copper of a 
value intrinsically much lower than its nominal value. . 

Since 1844, that is from the time that the Sultan Abdul 
Medjid decreed certain monetary reforms, the above debased 
coinage has been gradually witadrawn, but the Smyrna merchants 
are so used to their complicated system that they are averse to 
any change, and it will be long before any other is adopted. 


Smx Currure my 


The “London and China Telegraph” of the Ist July last, 
notices a recent French consular report by M. C. Gauthier, 
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Vice-Consul at Pakhoi, which gives some particulars concern- 
ing the silk industry of Kwang-si, The provinciai authorities 
‘seem to encourage the enterprise, whilst a syndicate of capi- 
talists, whose agents are distributed throughout the country, 
makes advances of money to small proprietors willing to 
cultivate mulberry-trees and produce silk. These proprietors 
engage to sell their produce to the syndicate on conditions made 
when the advance is given. The mulberry plantations in the 
neighbourhood of Pakhoi are becoming much more numerous, 
and the export of silk in this region is rapidly developing, as the 
following figures will show, the value in taels being given in 
brackets. Before 1887, nil; 1887, 5°25 quintals (7,630) ; 1888, 
754 quintals (11,275); 1889, 32°65 yuintals (51,970); 1890, 
18°64 quintals (29,650); 1891, 21°60 quintals (34,950); 1892, 
29°70 quintals (49,500); 1893, 32°50 quintals (54,450); 1894, 
87°50 quintals (149,565). It is not only, however, in Pakhoi 


that shipments are made, for some of the produce finds its way by 
means of the West river to Canton. 


TRADE OF THE PHILIPPINES. 

The “London and China Telegraph” of June 24th last, 
gecking a report for the year 1894 on the trade of the Philip- 
pines by the French Consul, M. de Bérard, states that the crops 
of the principal products, sugar, rice, &c., have been most 
abundant, relatively to the cultivated land, because in reality the 
soil of the islands could be made to render ten times more tban 
it does; but all enterprises are crippled by the apathy of the 
natives, who only do what is absolutely necessary. In industries 


also they are most rudimentary, and, apart from a few articles of 
local consumption, they manufacture nothing worth mentioning, 
In spite of exchange, trade was prosperous in 1894, but it is to 
be feared that in the future the monetary crisis will be more felt. 
The total customs receipts for tke Philippine Islands during the 
year 1894 were 4,822,815 dols, against 4,269,803 dols. in 1893, 
showing a difference of 553,000 dols. in favour of 1894. Of these 
figures, import duties totalled 3,307,677 dols. in 1894, against 
3,118,456 dols. in 1893, whilst tonnage and other duties account 
for over 700,000 dols. in 1894 and 620,000 dols. in 1893. The 
gross figures are all the more satisfactory, as in 1893 they were 
more than 200,000 dols. in excess of the previous year. The 
export duties in 1894 were 545,000 dols., against 295,000 dols. in 
1893, showing a greater ratio of increase than import duties, but 
the increase of 20 per cent. in certain import duties which came 
into force on September 15, 1894, will probably soon show an 
increase in imports if the monetary crisis does not cause a 
diminution in trade. The total result of duties to the Treasury 
is 4,500,000 dols. against only 2,000,000 dols. 10 years ago. 
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. Turning to the statistics of shipping, the gross total in 1893 
was 490 ships, of 520,884 tons, which decreased to 4%2 ships in 
1894, of an increased tonnage, however, of 520,884 tons. Gene- 
rally speaking, most nationalities showed decreases in vessels, but 
increases in tonnage, in 1894. The Japanese sent fewer steamers, 
a result of the war. M. de Bérard regrets that the French flag 
has not been represented during the year. 

M., de Bérard insists strongly on the fact that the increase m 
exports is due to fall in exchange, which has enabled merchants 
to ship at lower sterling prices,.and that the markets of London, 
Hamburg, and New York have profited by this fact to buy more 
largely of hemp, sugar, tobacco, and cigars. On the other hand, 
imports have been restricted, and purchasers have ceased to buy 
unless the gold price has been reduced to meet the fall in 
exchange. 


Tue Tin-PLate InpustrY OF THE UNITED SRATES, 


According to the “ Iron Age” of 20th June last, manufacturers 
of tin plates have good reason to view the rising prices of raw 
material with uneasiness. Other iron and steel manufacturers 
are able to advance the selling prices of their products to cover 
increased costs, and consequently until such prices become consider- 

_ably. higher will have no special concern. But the tin-plate makers 
have only a small margin of tariff protection until they come under 
the harrow of foreign competiiion. There has been no advance 
in Enropean markets,’ while in the United States the cost of tin 
plate bars has risen $4 to $5 per ton. Hence fereign tin plates 
can be laid down here as cheaply as ever and American tin plates 
must be sold at prices to correspond, although the cost of manu- 
facture is much higher. It appears to be inevitable, however, that 
home prices must advance as soon as existing contracts for tin 
plate bars at old prices shall generally expire and the mills get to 
running on the dearer material. In that event increased quantities 
of foreign tin plate will be bought, but manufacturers hope that 
any considerable increase in the American demand will advance 
elsh prices, which have long been so low that it will be hard for 
Welsh makers to resist the temptation of asking a little more 
when they perceive the chance to obtain it. 


ENTERING Passencers’ LuGGaGE 1N VENEZUELA. 


Mr. Plumacher, United States Consul at Maracaibo, in a report 
dated April 25, last, writes as follows :— 

« As it frequently happens that passengers arriving at Venezuelan 
ports from abroad have trouble respecting their baggage, the 
collector of Customs at this port has published extracts from the . 
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- law upon the subject, defining also what may be properly 
considered as baggage. I have the honour to enclose a translation 
of these extracts, believing that their publication may be of service 
to persons visiting this country. 

* Art. 54. The following will be considered as baggage : 
Clothing, shoes, bed, saddle, arms, professional instruments, and 
other articles already used, which are clearly for the personal use 
of the passenger, presented by him to the Custom-house, Furni- 
ture, although already used, will not be considered as baggage, 
and will pay the corresponding duties, with discount for wear, 
estimated by the inspectors in union with an expert appointed by 
the party interested. 

* Art. 55. Passengers may not bring among their baggage 
foreign effects which have not been used, the duties upon which 
may exceed 500 bolivars (about 20/.), and should they exceed this 
‘sum the goods which cause the excess shall be confiscated, 
although they may have been duly manifested. Passengers 
bringing among their baggage Ba foreign effects within the 
limits of the maximum allowed by this article, should be mani- 
fested to the Custom-house before the inspection of the baggage, 
and will pay the corresponding duties ; should the goods not be 
manifested before, inspection duties thereon will be paid and thie 
goods declared contraband, 

* Art, 57. Baggage embarked in the Antilles must be 
weighed and examined by the chiefs of the Custom-house, assisted 
by the commandant of the coast guard and the official weigher, 
the manifest vised by the consul being also presented. Should 
this manifest of baggage not be presented, or received at the 
Custon-house, a fine of from 125 to 1,000 bolivars (5/. to 401.), 
. according to the judgment of the inspectors, will be imposed, and 
the unused goods will be declared contraband.” 


BREWERIES IN Brirtisu Inp1a. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade 
from the India Office with reference to breweries established in 
British India, from which it appears that the quantity of beer 
brewed during 1894 amounted to 6,121,905 gallons, of which 
more than half was bought by the army commissariat, the 
remainder being left for consumption by the civil population. 
The average purchases of the commissariat for the last five 
years(1890—94) have amounted to about 2,897,000 gallons yearly, 
the total average production in the same period having been 
about 5,285,000 gallons. The army, therefore, consumes about 
55 per cent. of the production and the civil population about 
45 per cent. The quantity taken for the troops does. not, 
however, represent the whole consumption of malt liquor by the 
troops, for they also consume imported beer to a substantial 
extent, though it is imported by the trade and no longer by 
Government. 
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The quantity of beer imported into India has averaged 
2,849,167 gallons yearly in the last five years, and the ov 
brewed in India in the same period has averaged, as noted above, 
5,285,000 gallons, the local production being thus nearly double 
the quantity imported. 

Twelve out of the 22 breweries are located at stations in the 
Himalayas from Murree to Darjeeling, and much of the beer is 
brewed there. A good deal is also brewed at Lucknow, 
Rawalpindi, Poona, Bangalore, at and near Ootacamund, and at 
Quetta and Mandalay. Last year the quautity brewed in the 
plains exceeded two million gallons, though in the beginning 
of the industry, and for a considerable period thereafter. it 
was supposed to be impossible to brew in the plains. The 
largest of the breweries is at Murree, where about 811,000 
gallons were brewed last year. The next largest is at Poona, 
where the brewing of last year amounted to about 795,000 
gallons. About one-third of the whole production is brewed in 
the Punjab. 

The capital employed in the brewing industry (so far as it is 
known) is Rx. 170,000. 

The commencement of the industry dates from 1850 when a 
brewery was established at Mussooree. This was followed by 
another st Kasauli in 1852. These were followed by the brewery 
at Murree in 1860 and at Simla in 1862, 


REVENUE RetTuRNS OF CaPE COLONY. 


A communication, dated 16th July last, has been received from 
the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing com- 
parative statements, from which it appears that the revenue 
received in the month of May last amounted to 466,026/., showing 
a net increase of 14,405/. on the corresponding amount for 1894. 
For the 11 months, July to May 1894-95, it amounted to 
4,900,026/., showing a net decrease of 13,818/. on the amount for 
the corresponding period of 1893-94. 


TRADE OF THE CaPE OF Goop Hope. 


A communication, dated 6th of August, has been received from 
the Agent-General of the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts 
from the Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette of July 16th 
last, from which it appears that the value of the imports into the 
Colony for the first six months of the year 1895 amounted to 
5,686,000/. as compared with 5,532,000/. for the corresponding 
period of 1894. 

With regard to the exports the total value for the half-year 
ending June 30th, 1895, was 7,867,009/. as against 7,300,000/. for 
a like period in 1894. 
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AUSTRALASIAN GOLD IN 1894. 


The “ Adelaide Observer ” for June 1 last publishes a statement 
with regard to the production of gold in Australasia in 1894. 

From this it would appear that—since 1890 the total 
Australasian gold yield has been steadily increasing till, for 1894, 
it is the greatest of two decades. The figures for the last five 
years are as follows :— 


Oz. 
1890 - 1,599,350 
1891 - ~ - - - 1,651,151 
1892 - - - - - 1,796,130 
1893 - - - 1,876,562 
1894 - - 2,195,631 


The increase in 1894 over the preceding year is 319,069 oz., 
and Western Australia contributes not more than 100,000 oz. of 
this highly satisfactory increase. With the exception of New 
Zealand, every colony shows an increase, which is the case of New 
South Wales, Weetern Australia, and Queensland is substantial. 
The following is the complete return :— 


ee | 1893. 1894, 
| Oz. Oz. 

New South Wales - | 179,228 324,787 
New Zealand = - - | 226,811 221,533 
Queensland - - - - - 616,940 675,000 
South Australia - - - 33,820 35,500 
Tasmania - | 87,687 58,000 
Victoria - - - =| 671,126 673,680 
Western Australia - - - =| 110,890 207,131 

Total - - 1,876,562 2,195,631 


Rartway TrAFFic Earnincs IN New Souts Watrs. 


It appears from a communication received from Mr. S. Yardley, 
the Secretary to the New South Wales Government Agency, that 
the earnings of the New South Wales Railways in April last 
amounted to 211,114/, as compared with 189,945/. in the 
corresponding month of 1894. For the four months ended April 
the aggregate earnings were 858,989/. as against 837,638/. in the 
corresponding period of 1894. The length of line open is 2,531 
miles. 

As regards the tramways, the receipts for April amounted to 
25,785/. as against 21,955/. for the corresponding month of 1894. 
For the four months ended April the aggregate earnings were 
99,1517. as against 94,5702 in the corresponding period of 1894. 
The length of line open is 61 miles. 
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Sucar New. SoutH WaALEs. 


The total number of acres under sugar cultivation in New 
South Wales this year is, according to the “ Australasian ” 
32,868. Last year the yield from 28,069 acres was 264,188 tons 
of cane equal to 25,000 tons of sugar valued at 20/.a ton. The 
number of sugar growers is said to be 819. 


TimperR ReEsOURCES OF VICTORIA. 


According to the “ British Australasian” of June 13 last, a 
report on the timber resources of Victoria and the prospects of an 
export trade being established has been prepared by Mr. A. W. 
Howitt, the Secretary for Mines, at the request of the Minister of 
Lands of that colony. 

The eucaly pts have been classified in Mr. Howitt’s report in their 
relative order of merit, having regard to their suitability for works of 
construction where density of body, toughness of grain, and dura- 
bility is required. At the present time, he states, the red gum forests 
are, owing to reckless destruction in the past, barely, if at all, able to 
supply home wants, much less to yield any surplus for export. 
Tn his opinion the proper course to take in regard to red gum areas 
would be :—(1) to make State forests of all remaining patches of 
redgum timber which are still Crown lands, especially on the 
Murray and Goulburn, and in Gippsland; (2) to complete the 
thinning out of the young forests in the 30,000 acres in the 
Barmah and Gunbower reserves, which were not thinned out in 
1892; (8) to carefully protect all redgum areas; (4) to make the 
royalty system of payment apply to all redgum, and also at the 
same time, if possible, to all timber in the State forests of whatever 


kind. The scale of royalty should be adjusted to the value of the 


timber for commercial purposes, to the locality whence obtained, 
and to the difficulties of transport. Mr. Howitt states that 
he. saw no. sufficient, margin even in the near future for any 
extensive export of first-class timbers. Indeed, future supplies 


were ‘questionable, unless immediate steps be taken to protect 


the: remaining grown forests, and to encourage the growth of 
suitable young trees by periodical thinning-out operations. 
Young forests were growing up in all parts, and it was only 


‘meeessary to care for them in an intelligent manner to ensure 


an‘ ample supply of mature timber in the future for building, 


- fencing, mining, and general works of construction and repair. 


After pointing out that two or three years ago he recommended 
without success that the State forests should’ be: ‘permanently 


“reserved, he again urges the adoption of this course, and the 


examination of all timber-bearing country and such timber reserves 


as are of value from a forestry point of view, with the object 


of also making them permanent forest reserves. When that has 
been done all these places should, he thinks, be worked on a well- 
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defined system in the interests of the whole. colony, and-not of 
any locality or section of the community. In commenting on the 
export trade, Mr. Howitt expresses the fear that, owing to the 
scarcity of good timber, inferior timber will be exported under 
wrong names, or names simulating the names of first-class trees, 
and adds, “If this is done the export trade might be irretrievably 
ruined.” 


TRADE OF New ZEALAND. 


The “ New Zealand Trade Review” for June 13 last, publishes 
the following figures, giving the total values of the exports and 
imports of the Colony, apart from specie, for four years ending 
with the 31st March, thus showing on the basis of the published 
Customs returns, the colony’s account current with the world. 


Excess of 

Year to 31st March. Exports. Imports, . Exports. 

£ £ 

1894-95 - ~ - 8,789,334 5,845,585 2,943,749 
1893-94 - - ~ 9,048,780 6,498,104 2,550,676 
1892-98 - 9,171,214 6,610,446 2,560,768 
1891-92 - - - 9,738,315 6,623,032 8,115,283 


The above figures show that for the year 1894-5 the excess 
of exports over imports was larger than in the two preceding 
years by nearly 400,0002 

The year 1891-2 shows a still better result, but in that period 
the exports were inflated by about 200,000/. through shipments 
of gold which belonged to the previous year, but had been kept 
back to get the benefit of the abolition of the export duty which 
came into force on the 1st April 1891. 

The margin for 1894-5, though an improvement on preceding 

ears, still falls short of the requirements of the colony for 
interest liabilities. ‘This would, however, not have been the case, 
in spite of the loss suffered through low prices of wool and 
other produce, had the shipments of grain (whole and ground), 
and hemp only equalled those of 1893-4, as these would 
have added to the total value of exports by no less than 407,000/. 
‘These facts seem to prove that it needs but a small improvement 
in the general level of prices or a moderate increase in the output 
of some of our products to place the colony in a position to meet 
_all its obligations) with ease. ‘There are already indications of 
an improved return for some products, and there is reason to 
anticipate an increased output in other directions from the land 
recently withdrawn from grain and not yet made productive to its 
full capacity in its new employments. In 1895-6 a better result 
is hoped for than that of the past year. 
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The improved result for 1894-5 was brought about chiefly 
through a heavy contraction in the imports, which were less than 
those of the previous year by no less than 650,000V. or fully 10 
per cent., a fact which seems to point toa large diminution in 
purchasing power. The falling-off in Customs revenue for the 
same period, 85,000/., was only at the rate of about 5 per cent. 
It is noticeable, moreover, that the bulk of this occurs in the ad 
valorem duties which account for 71,000/. of the shrinkage, leaving 
only 14,000/. for the rest of the tariff. The figures from this 
point of view are as follows :— 


_ 1894-95. 1893-94. 1892-93. 1891-92. 
& 
Specific duties - - | 1,151,314 1,165,348 1,149,146 1,146,655 
Ad valorem duties - - 415,158 485,997 49 1,046 475,679 
Total - - 1,566,472 °| 1,651,845 1,640,192 1,622,334 


The total of specific duties for 1894-5 is only about 1:2 per 
cent. below that of 1893-4, and rather better’ than’ the two 
earlier years. The falling-off in ad valorem duties is of course, 
partly caused by lower cost of the commodities, and-as regards 
_1894-5 by other circumstances already explained. The diminution 
of purchasing power would thus-appear to be less than it might 
be judged to be from a consideration of the falling off in imports. 


CATTLE 1N NEw ZEALAND. 


Returns have been published in the “ New Zealand Trade 
Review,” in connexion with the agricultural statistics of horned 
cattle in the several districts of New Zealand. dy 

From these figures it appears that the latest returns show a 
total of 688,586 for the whole colony as against 614,668 in 1894, 
557,566 in 1893, and 507,860 in 1892. The net increase in the 
total of cattle for the colony is 217,501 for the three years, or a 
little over 29 per cent., of which the North Island contributed 
180,726, equal to 354 per cent., and the South Island 36,775, or 
nearly 15} per cent. It may be observed that the increase in 
breeding cows is at lower rates all round than the increase in 
cattle of all sorts, being equal to 15 per cent. for the colony ; 
nearly 19 per cent. for the North Island, and nearly 8 per cent. 
for the South Island. Probably the proportion of calves is much 
larger now than in the earlier years. i) 
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IN New ZEALAND. 


The official summary of the estimates of the harvest of 1895 
has been published, subject to future revision, and the “ New 
Zealand Trade Review,” in quoting them, shows the following 
results as far as regards wheat, oats, and barley, with comparison 
of some previous years :— 


Average per 
— Acres. Yield, Bushels. ‘ham 
Wheat. 
1895 - - - 148,605 3,613,137 24°31 
1894 - - - - 242,737 4,891,695 20°15 
1893 - - - 381,245 8,378,217 21°98 
Oats. 
1895 - 351,849 10,221,353 29°05 
1894 - - - 376,646 12,153,068 32°27 
1893 - - 326,531 9,893,989 30°30 
Barley. 
1895 - 36,519 1,000,612 27°40 
1894 - - - - 28,857 724,653 25°11 
1893 - 24,906 654,231 26°27 


The most striking feature of this return is the rapid and heavy 
reduction in the area of land under wheat. The acreage for 
1895 is the smallest since the year 1877. Producers evidently 
consider the prospets of this grain as an export to be hopeless, 
against the enormous increase in the world’s production, and the 
low price at which it can be raised in other countries. The stocks 
in hands of the farmers at the time of the collection in February 
is returned as 259,747 bushels. The Registrar-General, Mr. von 
Dadelszen, estimates the yearly wheat requirements of the colony, 
for all purposes, at an average of seven bushels per head of 
population. The white population is estimated to-day in round 
numbers at 689,000, which gives us a requirement of 4,823,000 
bushels for the year’s consumption. Even if it be contended that 
an average of seven bushels per capita is too high, it would take 
a heavy reduction on this estimate to bring the probable require- 
ments within the limits of supply. The prospect therefore is that 
there will not be a bushel of wheat to export, and some may even 
have to be imported to a small extent to supplement the local 
supply. In the above computation the Maori production and 
Maori requirements are excluded. There is no information on 
this point later than the census of 1891, and at that time the 
production did not appear to fall far short of the probable require- 
ments. 

During 1894 wheat and flour were imported to the amount of 
57,868 bushels of the former, and about 7,948 bushels of wheat. 
It is stated that the motive of this importation, which is in 
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excess of the imports of several previous years, was not so much 
that the local supply was deficient as that the Australian wheat 
was useful to mix with New Zealand grain in soft condition, - 

One advantage of the present crop is that it has been gathered 
in splendid condition, and will be nearly all fit for milling 
purposes. In 1894 the proportion injured in harvesting was very 
heavy. 

The Official Summary shows in other respects the following 
contrasts :— 


1895. 1894. 
| 
Total of acres under crop... - - - 1,157,854 1,221,812 
in garden - 10,265 9,951 
in orchard - - 21,894 21,109 
In grass after having been broken up - 8,916,729 3,865,348 
In grass not previously ploughed - - 4,899,604 4,833,549 


In land under crop there is a decrease of nearly 64,000 acres, 
while the increase in lands grass-sown after having been broken 
up is only 51,000 acres, and that of lands grass-sown, not 


previously ploughed, is 66,000. acres, In 1894 the combined 


increase in the last two classes as compared with 1893 was over 
400,000 acres. The area under garden and orchard is practically 
stationary. It is remarked that, taken as a whole, the return 
does not tell of activity and enterprise but rather the reverse. 
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XX.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF: 


THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


-Blackburn.—The monthly meeting of the Blackburn Chamber 
of Commerce was held on Monday, July 29th, the President 
(Mr. H. Harrison) in the chair. 

Mr. H. F. Hibbert moved the following resolution :— 


«1. That this Chamber take into consideration the advisability ' 


of sending a commercial mission to China, particularly to the 
Western and South-Western provinces, with the object of studying 
the economic conditions of that country as a field for a greatly 
extended British trade; that the particular work of the mission 
be to ascertain the classes of goods alike suited to the trade, 
climate, and purchasing power of the people. 2. To consider 
and report upon all matters relating to transport, transit passes, 
and payment, 3, That the Chambers of Commerce of the United 


Kingdom be asked to join in the expense of such mission; and 
that the Government be requested to officially accredit the mission 
to the Chinese Government.” 

In speaking to the resolution, Mr. Hibbert said it was little use 
men complaining about the bad state of trade when on the 
Exchange at Manchester, without seeking some means to brin 
about a remedy for such a condition of affairs. What they had 
to do was to take immediate action, with a view to improving the 
present condition of the Lancashire cotton trade. He had been 
led to bring the matter before the Chamber of Commerce in 
consequence of a telegram which appeare! in the press recently 
pointing out the advance made by France and Germany in 
opening up foreign markets, and more particularly in China. No 
careful student of foreign papers could read them without being 
struck with one thing, and that was the constant complaint of our 
Consuls in almost every part of the world, of the great apathy and 
indifference shown by British traders in general in trying to 
develop the trade in their different districts. He had gone very 
carefully into the reports from China and Japan in order that he 
might emphasise the resolution he had submitted. According 
to the new treaty between France and China, France was tc 
receive preferential treatment in the admission of her goods over 
the Chinese frontier. The arrangement of the frontier too was 
so unsatisfactory to Great Britain that if we desired to go over 
the French territory the French tariff would be put ix operation, 
and the result would be that it would be impossible to get the 

oods of British manufacture there at all, English trade with 
hina in cotton piece goods and yarns had greatly decreased 


during the last few years, and Mr. Lowther, British Consul at 
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Tokio, said in his last report that it would be to the interest of 
British traders if they had export agents there on the spot. From 
Ichang the Consul reports that the commercial traveller is an 
unknown quantity in China, that a Chinaman had to go in search 
of his commodities, and the sbops exhibited an assortment of 
odds and ends, but no up-to-date productions. What was really 
needed was local agencies. From Yokohama the report came 
that British traders at home without local agents could not 
compete successfully with those who had agents on the spot. 
From Chefoo the Consul reported that he felt sure the presence 
of a European pioneer of commerce up country was good for 
trade, and he would be glad to see others following the example 
set by other countries. From these reports it was quite clear 
that Great Britain was not looking after her foreign trade as 
France and Germany were doing, more especially in China and 
Japan. The capacity of China was bound to increase after the 
late war, and they would have to consider that, along with the 
competition of India and Japan. Jecent reports proved that 
the cotton producing power of India was rapidly increasing, and 
the same was true of Japan. From Tamsui, Chefoo, Swatow, 
Corea, Wenchow, Tainan, Newchang, Ningpoo, and Shanghai, 
reports came to the effect that Japanese and Indian yarn and 
cotton goods were being imported in many of these places in 
greater quantities than ever, while in many districts they had 
been imported for the first time last year. There was no doubt 
whatever that great possibilities of trade were before them in 
China, if we as a nation would only take time by the forelock 
and adopt the best means for developing it. Our trade with 
Australia was over 5/. per head of the population, while in the 
United States it was 7s., in India it was 4s., and in China it 
was from 4d. to 6d. per head of the population. That was not 
in Lancashire piece goods and yarns alone, but of every variety 
of export which went to China. : 

After further discussion, the resolution was adopted, and 
definite proposals will be submitted at a future meeting of the 
Chamber. 


Bradford.—A meeting of the Council of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce was heli on 30th July last at the Bradford 
Exchange, under the presidency of Mr. T. Arthur Duncan. 

A letter had been written to the Foreign Office asking Lord 
Kimberley to reconsider his decision not to make representations 
to the Belgian Government concerning the proposed increase of 
duty on woollen tissues weighing less than 300 grammes per 
square metre. A reply had been received stating that his Lord- 
ship regretted that he was unable to depart from that decision. 
A further letter had also come from the Foreign Office trans- 
mitting a copy of a note from the Belgian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to the effect that the Belgian Government declined to 
make any change in regard to the import declarations for mixed 
tissues of cotton and wool. 
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A letter had been received from the manager of the Man- 
chester Ship Canal, calliog attention to the advantages to be 
derived from the establishment of a direct trade between Australia 
and other colonies and Manchester, and giving comparative rates 
vid) Manchester and vid London. The letter stated: —* The 
“ inclusive through rate on wool from Manchester to Bradford, 
** including Ship Canal toll, railway carriage, and delivery at 
* destination, is 15s. per ton, while the bare railway rate from 
«* London to Bradford is 29s. 2d. per ton, inclusive of London 
“ dock charges. I am also aware that raw wool is carried into 
“* Hull, the rate from Hull to Bradford being somewhat similar 
«* to the rate from Manchester to Bradford, but having regard to 
« the fact that Manchester is the centre of distribution for pro- 
“ visions, the probability is that a cheaper rate of sea freight 
“ will be obtained to Manchester than to Holl for raw wool 
*« forming part of cargoes largely consisting of provisions.” 

Mr. Fawcett said that Manchester could not hope to compete 
with Hull as a port. There were no warehouses at Manchester, 
and it must be remembered that a number of steamers took other 
things to Hull as well as raw wool. The rate from Melbourne 
to Manchester was greater than the rate from Melbourne to 
London. 

Mr. Whitehead believed there had not been any trade vid the 
Manchester Ship Canal to Bradford, but recently a strong effort 
had been made to organise a line of steamers between Australia 
and Manchester, and the question of freight was being arranged. 
He believed that ultimately Bradford would considerably benefit. 

It was resolved to refer the letter to the Railway Committee. 

Other matters under discussion were the South African mohair 
trade, the information obtained from British Consuls abroad on 
trade questions, and various matters of local interest, 


Bristol—The monthly meeting of the council of the Bristol 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 24th July, Mr. George 
H. Perrin (President) in the chair. 

Correspondence between the secretary of the Chamber and the 


secretary of the Gold Standard Defence Association (the Hon.. 


George Peel) was presented, from which it transpired that that 
gentleman or some other member of his association expressed 
their willingness to visit Bristol in the autumn for the purpose 
of delivering an address to the members of the Chamber in 
opposition to the views recently laid before the Chamber on the 
silver question. It was resolved to arrange, if possible, for the 
address to be delivered in October next. 

Correspondence with the Newport Chamber of Commerce upon 
the subject of telephone trunk charges was read, whereupon the 
President moved, and Mr, John Weston seconded, that a memorial 
to the Telephone Company be signed and sealed on behalf of the 
Chamber, in the course of which the memorialists respectfully, put 
most strenuously, urged “that the excuse put forth as justifying 
the increase in the “ tariff charges referred to is altogether irrelevant, 
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‘* imsufficient, and unwarrantable, and, in the opinion of your 
“ memorialists, an unfair and arbitrary treatment of the public, who, 
“ in the absence at present of any legislative or municipal control! 
“of either the policy or practice of your company, are powerless » 
“ to take any action for protection or remedy, except such as’may™ 
“ acctue through the medium of this memorial.” The memorial 
concluded :~—“ In those cases where the trunk tolls do appertain 
“to your company, the preference by the public for the post’ 
“ -office telegraphs must mean a serious loss of revenue to you 
“and a corresponding depreciation in the value of your stock.” | 

~Attention was directed to the necessity of providing increased © 
facilities for the timber trade at the port, and a letter was read. to 
the effect that a firm in a large manufacturing district proposed 
placing am order with a Bristol house, but it was lost owing to’ 
the charge: for collection. The president proceeded to say that” 
this was another of the numerous instances of the necessity of the — 
port being equipped with facilities to enable it to compete with 
other ports for the timber trade of the Channel. A general 
diseussion ensued, in which all the members expressed the hope: 
that the negotiations pending between the Great Western Railway 
Company and the Docks Committee to give the relief so urgently - 
required would be accomplished as speedily as possible. 

A ‘communieation from the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce 
was read, in which the Bristol. Chamber’s co-operation was. 
requested with regard to the removal of alleged injustices in 
certain prosecutions under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, 
1875-79... As there had been similar instances of prosecutions in 
Bristol, Mr. Parker moved that it be resolved to inform the 
Liverpool Chamber that the council of the Bristol Chamber 
concurred in their views, and would be prepared to assist in 
moving for an amendment of the law. 


Leeds—A monthly meeting of the Council of the Leeds 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 31st July last, Mr. E.. 
Slater (President) in the chair.. A discussion was raised on the. 
question of the rates for carriage of wool, vid the Manchester 
Ship Canal, as compared with other routes, and eventually the 
secretary was directed to make further inquiries from the Ship 
Canal Company. ° 

It was agreed to take no action in the matter of the annual 
trunk charges of the National Telephone Company, or the: letter 
fron the Dewsbury Chamber of Commerce on the same 
subject. 

A memorial for presentation to the First Lord of the Treasury 
in favour of the adoption of the metric system of weights and 
measures, was, on the motion of Mr. Cousins, adopted. 

It was also agreed to ask Mr. Gerald Balfour, M.P., to again 
take charge of the Rating of Machinery Bill in the House of 
Commone. 

The consideration of the question of bimetallism was adjourned 
to a subsequent meeting. 
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Leicester.—The annual meeting of the Leicester Chamber of 
Commerce was held at the Town Hallon the 9th July, Mr. W. 
P. Viccars (President) in the chair. ; 


The. Secretary read the annual report of the council; which 


dealt briefly with the subjects which had been considered by the 
council during the year. In conclusion the council expressed the 
hope'that many firms in Leicester who were not members would 
consider the advisability of joining the Chamber, and quoted the 
remarks of Mr. Bryce, the late President of the Board .of Trade, 
as to tlie great value placed by the Government departments 
on the opinions of Chambers of Commerce respecting commercir] 
matters. 

The President, in the course of his address, said that the 
growing tendency of Government to interfere with and regulate 
the relationships of employer and employed made it of increasing 
importance to be in direct touch with the Board of Trade an 
the other Government departments through the medium. of 
Chambers of Commerce. 

Referring to subjects mentioned in the report, he maintained 
that the Factories and Workshops Bill would affect in a greater 
or lesser degree all the textile manufacturers of the town. The 
main provisions of the Bill would undoubtedly tend to the welfare 
of the workers, and if some of its provisions affected manu- 
facturers adversely he had no doubt that they would be able to 
alter their methods, and would make some sacrifices and put up 
with inconveniences in view of the benefits that would accrue to 
the working men and women in the country. 

During the meeting a letter was read from Colonel Pearson, 
commanding the Third Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment, asking 
the Chamber to lend its aid in the direction of inducing employers 
of labour to guarantee to good men who belonged te the reserve 
forces their former employment upon returning from their 
training with the militia. It was decided that a recommendation 
should go from the Chamber to the employers of the town to 
allow these men, as far as practicable, to resume their former 
employment after the pericd of training. 


Liverpool—A meeting of the committee of the Iron and 
General Metal Trades Section of the Liverpool Chamber of 
Commerce was held, on July 16th last, in the board-room of the 
Chamber. Mr. J. Kirke Crooks, chairman of the section, in the 
chair, A letter was read from the Postmaster-General, stating, 
that arrangements had been made for the running of a train from’ 


Gloucester to Birmingham by means of which night mail letters | 


from South Wules would reach Liverpool in time for the first 
delivery. 

. The subject of taking steps to obtain a fresh expression of 
opinion on the part of the trade in respect to the fixing and 
adhering to hours for meeting on Change was discussed. The 
present arrangement, fixing noon to 12.30 p.m. and 3 to 4.30 p.m. 
was decided upon at a special general meeting held on the 20ti 
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March 1893. Laxity in regard to the arrangement has of late 
increased, and it was resolved that the chairman, Mr. Crooks, and 
Messrs. Bindloss and Nash should form a sub-committee to draw 
up a communication to be addressed to the trade, which, it is 
hoped, will result in convenient hours being fixed and punctuality 
being observed in maintaining the arrangement to be made. 

A meeting of the committee of the African Trade Section of 
the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held on the 19th July, 
Mr. Ellis Edwards in the chair. 

No answer had yet been received from the Foreign Office to 
the Chamber’s communications on the subject of Kroo Labour and 
on treaties recently negotiated by Captain Lugard. 

A letter had been received from the Colonial Office in reply to 
a communication of the Chamber, in which Mr. Chamberlain 
states that he recognises as fully as his predecessor the importance 
of improving the sanitary condition of the Weet African colonies, 
and the measures which are being taken with regard to the water 
supply of Accra and Lagos will be carried out without any 
avoidable delay. 

Other matters under consideration comprised the following : — 
Ship-way at the Port of Lagos and the opening up of the trade 
of Southern Morocco by the erection of a town at Cape Juby. 

A further meeting of the African Section of the Liverpool 
Chamber of Commerce was held on August 1, when Col. F. 
Cardew, C.M.G., Governor of Sierra Leone, delivered an address 
on Railway Scheimes for the Colony of Sierra Leone. 


Manchester.—An ordinary meeting of the Board of Directors 
of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce was held on Wednesday, 
10th July last, Mr. J. A. Beith (President) in the chair. The 
minutes of the shipping committee contained the account of an 
interview held with Mr. Frank Hatheway, President of the 
Chamber of Commerce of St. Jobn, New Brunswick, who had 
been invited to address the committee upon the advantages of 
establishing direct steam communication between St. John, New 
Brunswick, and Manchester. Mr. Hatheway explained the com- 
mercial and maritime facilities of St. John, its position as the 
Eastern terminus of the Canadian Pacific Railway, its port being 
open all the year round, the great rise and fall of the tide prevent- 
ing freezing, the depth of its harbour, its wharves and elevators ; 
its lines of steamers, already remunerative, to London and the 
West Indies, and the high probability that the Canadian Govern- 
ment will grant a mail subsidy for steamers sailing from St. John 
to England. Until lately St. John had not been connected with 
the Canadian railway system. Hence it had not hitherto enjoyed 
its full share of ocean traffic. Its distance by rail from Montreal 
was only 450 miles, whilst that of Halifax was nearly 800 miles. 
From Montreal to Portland (Maine) was but 300 miles, and much 
Canadian trade had gone through that port, from which the Allan 
Line sailed, but the mail subsidy now given to that line was about 
to terminate. 
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The African Sectional Committee had before it a letter from 
the newly-established chamber of commerce at Accra, with 
reference to increased railway and harbour facilities in the colony 
of the Gold Coast. Samples of cotton grown in South Australia, 
and fibre from the Bahamas were submitted to the Board, and a 
letter was read from the Bombay Chamber of Commerce with 
enclosure, referring to the terms offered to private companies 
for the construction and working of feeder or branch railways in 
India, with reference to which the Board decided that no further 
action on the part of the Chamber is called for at present. 


~ Nottingham.—A meeting of the Council of the Nottingham 
Chamber of Commerce was held at the Exchange on Monday, 
July 29th last, Mr. J. Billyeald in the chair. 

A letter was read from Mr. W. Ernest Hall, chairman of the 
Fire Offices Committee, London, in which he acknowledged the 
receipt of the communication from the secretary to the Chamber, 
and stating that he would take the earliest opportunity of sub- 
mitting to the committee the proposal to send a deputation to 
them on the subject of the prevention of fires in Nottingham and 
district. But he might at once say that the committee always 
maintained that the prevention and extinction of fires were a 
public duty to be carried out by local authorities out of the funds 
which they had statutory powers to raise for the purpose, and 
that it did not fall within the province of fire insurance companies 
to interfere in such matters. He thought he might say at once 
that whilst the committee would appreciate the courtesy of the 
deputation in offering to come to London, no practical advantage 
could result from such an interview. 

Mr. Stiebel said that while insurance companies were prepared to 
fix high premiums for the insurance of property in Nottingham, 
they were not prepared to carry out the views of some of their 
own surveyors, and help in taking some measures to prevent fires. 
This being so, he should place on the agenda for the next meeting 
of the Associated Chambers of Commerce a resolution to the effect 
that legislation was necessary in this matter. It was a most 
outrageous thing that they should have to pay high rates, and 
that ordinary precautions, which would cost the insurance com- 
panies nothing, should not be sanctioned by them. 

After a short general discussion the matter dropped. 

Mr, Meyrick presented his report from the Foreign Committee, 
and a letter was received from the Council of the Institute of 
Accountants and Actuaries, asking the Chamber not to support 
the “ Accountants’ Bill.” The letter was allowed to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. P. J. Duke was elected a new member. 
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XXI—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


Ai East India (Progress and Condition). Statement exhibiting the 
Meral and Material Progress and Condition of India during 
the Year 1893-94. Thirtieth Number, 299. Price 1s. 9d. 


This is the annual statement issued by the India Office relating 
to the moral and material progress and condition of the country. 
The report deals not only with the administration of justice, 
criminal and civil, but also with the finances and taxation in 
all its branches, the land revenue surveys and settlements, and 
the municipalities and local government boards. 

Statistics are given with regard to the forests, agricultural 


.and mineral resources, public works, post office and telegraphs, 


education, and literature, the latter including the press, 
emigration and migration, and trade and  mannfactures, 
Statistical details are also given dealing with the native states 
and frontier relations, and the army aud military operations. — 


2. Agricultural Statistics of Ireland, with detailed Report on: 

Agriculture for the Year 1894, (C—7763). Price 1s. 3d. 

This is the annual report prepared by the Registrar-General in 
Dublin, giving detailed statements relating to the various branches 
of agriculture in Ireland for the year 1894. The various branches 
dealt with are as follows:—Division of Jand; acreage under 
crops; number and size of holdings; number of occupiers of 
land ; woods and plantations; rates of produce; average 
prices of agricultural produce; noxious insects, fungi, weeds ; 
number, ages, &c., of live stock; diseases of animals; exports 
and imports of livestock; dairy industries; honey produced ; 
number of scutching mills; number of corn mills; silos and 
ensilage ; forestry operations; wages of agricultural labourers; 
observations on the produce of the crops by superintendents 
of enumeration ; and the weather. 


3. Thirteenth Annual Report of the Fishery Board for Scotland, 
being for the Year 1894, Part 1. General Report. (C.—7765). 
Price 3s. 

This is the annual report of the Fishery Board for Scotland on 
the sea fisheries of that part of the United Kingdom. It contains 
details as to the quantity and value of the various kinds of fish 
landed on the coasts of Scotland during the year 1894, also as to 
the curing, branding, and export of herrings. Details are also 
given as to the cod, ling, and hake fisheries, as well as of mussel 
and oyster fisheries, 

Teriings hold in the Scottish fishery returns an altogether 
preponderating place, and the present report states that the catch 
of herrings was slightly below that of the previous year, but the 
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quality during the great summer herring fishing has. never: been 
excelled, if ever equalled, within modern times. So abundant 
was the supply, however, that the prices realised generally-were 
only moderate, and in many cases proved unremuneratives! A 
feature of the fishing was its concentration at a few: important 
centres, the only stations on the. East» Coast. showing large 
increases being Fraserburgh and. Wick. . The former district, ‘as 
in» the preceding: year, led the way in a most unmistakable 
manner, heading Peterhead, the next district in order, by about 
375,000 ewts. Wick would have shown up more prominently 
had all the herrings captured off Scrabster been included in’ the 
returns of the district, the there having» developed 
considerable extent recently. In fact, when the Stornoway fishing 
had proved a failure last year, the boats engaged repaired to 
Scrabster and Stromness, and eventually swift steam vessels were 
employed to convey the fish to Stornoway for the purpose’ of being 
cured there. Another very prominent feature was the remarkable 
success’ of the herring fishing in» the Orkney and Shetland 
‘Islands,’ where’ the catch was more than double that of: the 
previous year, a most gratifying result in view of :recent disas- 
trous failures in that region’ The successful loch fishing. in the 
North-West Islands. which was recorded in 1893, was -not: in 
evidence during the past year, there being a considerable decrease 
in the returns for the. districts of Loch Broom and Loch Carron 
and Skye. On the other hand. the gratifying results obtained in 
Campbeltown district in 1893 were well maintained, the successful 
fishings in the Islay and Jura lochs accounting in a large measure 
for this. 


4, Post Office (Holyhead and Kingstown Mail Contract), 
Return. 344.. Price 14d. 


_This paper contains copy of contract, dated the Ist day of July 
1895, entered into with the City of Dublin Steam Packet Company, 
for the conveyance of mails between Holyhead, and Kingstown, 
as well as the Treasury Minute thereon. ; 

In the Treasury. Minute, which,is dated the Ist of July 1895, 
it! is stated that. my Lords. have had before them the new 
contract with the City of Dublin Steam Packet Company for 
the conveyance of Her Majesty’s mails between, Holyhead and 
Kingstown, from the Ist of April 1897. 

The present contract was made in 1883, for a fixed period of 
12 years, terminable on the 30th of September 1895, or on any 
subsequent date by 12 months’ notice on either side, 

My Lords record the fact that very strong representations 
have been made to them by the Irish Government and by the 
Postmaster-General, in favour of an acceleration in the present 
mail service between London and Dublin. 

The new contract will provide for the acceleration of the sea 
service between Holyhead and Kingstown, to the extent of half an 
hour on each voyage. An arrangement has already been made 
with the London and North-Western Railway Company, pre- 
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viding, in return for a further subsidy of 6,000/. a year, first, for 
an acceleration of half an hour in the night mail service between 
Euston and Holyhead, and Holyhead and Euston, which are the 
principal mail services to and from Ireland, and secondly, for 
an acceleration of the Saturday American Mail vid Queenstown. 

In regard to the sea service, the negotiations have been of a 
somewhat, protracted character, in consequence of the high terms, 
in the first instance, asked by the City of Dublin Steam Packet 
Company, which was the only eligible tender for the service. 
The existing subsidy paid to the Company is 84,000/. a year, 
subject to a rebate in favour of the Post Office of one half of the 
traffic receipts in excess of 35,000/. a year. This rebate has 
lately amounted to about 1,700. a year. 

My Lords were assured by the professional advisers whom 
they consulted that the requirements of the service would be 
adequately met by the provision of four new steamers, in return 
for a subsidy of 100,000/. a year, subject to the rebate above 
mentioned, and they accordingly authorised the Postmaster- 
General to negotiate with the Company on this basis. As a 
result of those negotiations, the Company have agreed to perform 
the accelerated sea service for a yearly subsidy of 100,000/., from 
which, however, a fixed sum of 2,000/. a year will be deducted 
in lieu of the rebate of fluctuating amount hitherto obtained. 

The contract is for a period of 20 years, as from the 1st April 
1897, and it provides, in the event of its continuance beyond the 
31st March 1917, for a reduction, until the termination of the 
contract, of the subsidy to 80,000/. per annum. 


5. Post Office. (West India Mail Contract.) Return. 345. 
Price 3d. 


This paper contains copy of contract, dated the 24th day of 
May 1895, entered into with the Royal Mail Steam Packet 
Company, for the performance of the West India mail service, 
and of the Treasury Minute thereon. 

In the Treasury Minute, which is dated the 29th of June 
1895, it is stated that my Lords have had before them the 
contract with the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company for the 
conveyance of the West India Mails for the period from the 1st 
July 1895 to the 30th June 1900. 

Notice having been given to terminate the existing contract 
with the Company on the 30th June 1895, tenders were invited 
for the service. The only tenders received in reply to the 
advertisements were from the Royal Mail Company. 

After learning the views of the Postmaster-General upon the 
various tenders and having received the concurrence of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, my Lords came to the conclu- 
sion that the interests of this country, as well as of the colonies 
as a whole, would be best served by the acceptance of tender 
No. 1 which provides for a service practically identical with the 
present (13 knots on the main line), for 80,000/. a year instead 
of the actual subsidy of 85,0007. This tender, providing as it 
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does, for the continuance of the present service at a saving of 
5,000/. a year, they have accordingly authorised the Postmaster- 
General to accept. eu 


6. Japan. No. 1(1895). Despatch from Her Majesty's Minister 
at Tékié forwarding copy of the Treaty of Peace concluded between 
China and Japan, April 17, 1895. (C.—7714.) Price ld. 


This paper contains a translation of the treaty between China 
and Japan signed at Shimonoseki on the 17th of April 1895, 
which is accompanied by an Imperial Rescript explaining the 
course taken by Japan in view of the objections offered by certain 
of the great powers to the permanent occupation of the Liaotung 
Peninsula. 

Article VI. of the treaty of peace states that all treaties 
between Japan and China having come to an end in consequence 
of war, China engages, immediately upon the exchange of the 
ratifications of this act, to appoint plenipotentiaries to conclude 
with the Japanese plenipotentiaries a treaty of commerce and 
navigation, and a convention to regulate frontier intercourse and 
trade. The treaties, conventions, and regulations now sub- 
sisting between China and European Powers shall serve as a 
basis for the said treaty and convention between Japan and 
China. From the date of the exchange of the ratifications of this 
Act until the said treaty and convention are brought into actual 
operation, the Japanese Government, its officials, commerce, 
navigation, frontier intercourse, and trade industries, ships and 
subjects, shail in every respect be accorded by China most- 
favoured nation treatment. 


7. Photometric Standards, Report made to the Board of Trade 
by the Committee appointed by the Board “to inquire into and 
6 Report to them upon the subject of the Standards to be used for 
“ testing the illuminating power of Coal Gas,” together with 
Appendix thereto, (C.—7743.) Price 44d. 


In the present paper it is stated that the method at present in 
use for measuring the illuminative value of gas has been objected 
to, alike by the Metropolitan gas referees and the London 
County Council, as being of an unsatisfactory nature ; that the 
London gas companies are alive to the defects in the present 
system, and that legislation is admittedly necessary for the purpose 
of substituting a more reliable standard for that now in existence ; 
but that, in view of the difference in opinion as to what the 
substituted standard should be, the President of the Board 
deemed it advisable that, before his support was given to any 
legislation, the whole question should be considered by a com- 
mittee that would command the confidence of the various interests 
affected. 

That Committee in their report, which is dated March 1895, 
now give their recommendations, which are printed in eztenso, 
together with the evidence taken before them, 
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8. Report from the Standing Committee on Trade (ineluding 
Agriculture and Fishing), Shipping and Manufactures, on the 
Factories and Workshops Bill, with the Proceedings of the 
Committee. 349. Price 54d. 


The Standing Committee on Trade in their present report, 
which is dated the 1st of July 1895, state that they have gone 
through the Factories and» Workshops Bill, which was referred te 
them, and made amendments thereto. The proceedings of the 
Committee and the amendments made are here printed in extenso, 


9. Merchant Shipping, 1894. Tables showing the Progress of 
British Merchant Shipping. 306. Price 6d. 


This annual return, which is issued by the Board of Trade, gives 
tables showing the tonnage of sailing and steam vessels entered 
and cleared at ports of the United Kingdom in each. of the years 
1840, 1850, 1860, 1870, 1880, as well as later years from 1885 
down to 1894 inclusive. Particulars are also given for a series of 
years, relating to the Mercantile Marine of the United Kingdom 
and various Foreign Countries, together with the number and 
tonnage of vessels built, wrecks, not only of British vessels but 
also of vessels belonging to the principal maritime countries, the 
number of apprentices indentures enrolled, rates of seamens’ and 
engineers’ wages, analysis of crews of merchant vessels, number 
of persons employed at sea, and proportion of such persons per 
100 tons, together with details and miscellaneous information 
relating to the Mercantile Marine down to the end of the year 
1894, 
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XXTI—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


_ Portuear.—Singapore is declared infected with cholera... 


Sparn.—Arrivals from Amoy .are subjected to three days’ 
observation, 
Buenos Aires, Provinces of Santa Fé, San Nicolas, San 
Pedro, Concordia, and Gualeguaychu, declared clean, Montevideo 
clean, Singapore foul. 
_ Santos and arrivals from Rio de Janeiro are declared clean. 


GREECE—Fiyve days’ quarantine is declared against.,Alexan- 
dretta. 


Turkry.—In a communication to the Foreign Office, dated 
25th July last, Mr. A. T, Waugh, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul 
at Constantinople, encloses the following notice for publication in 
the “ Board of Trade Journal”; — 

“The Turkish authorities some time ago attempted to put in 
force a regulation requiring under penalty, the visa of a Turkish 
consulate to bills of health, produced by vessels touching at 
Turkish ports; and notice of this regulation was published by 
the Turkish Consulate in London, and is actually posted up in 
certain British Consulates abroad. 

“The measure. has, however, not been carried into effect, and 
consequently the production of the ordinary territorial bill of 
health is sufficient in Turkish ports.” 


Eaypr.—The pilgrimage is now declared infected, and quaran- 
tine regulations for infected return pilgrimage are again put in 
force against arrivals from Arabian ports of the Red Sea, 

Cyprus.—Quarantine Anamour to Alexandretta reduced to five 
days. 
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XXIII.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Mars For THE WEsT AND SoutH-WEstT Coasts oF AFRICA. 


The following table shows the places for which Mails will 
be despatched by the Mail Packets leaving Liverpool for the West 
and South-West Coasts of Africa during the month of August 
1895 :— 

Saturday, 17th August.—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, 
Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, Bonny, Old Calabar, 
Opobo, Benin, Warree, New Calabar, Bakana, and Brass. 

Saturday, 24th August.— Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Sherbro 
7 Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, Benin, Sapelli, 
Warree, Brass, and Akassa. 

Wednesday, 28th August.—Madeira, Teneriffe, Goree, Dakar, 
Rufisque, Bathurst, Isles do Los, Conakry, Sierra Leone, 
Sherbro, Monrovia, Grand Bassa, Kroo Coast, Half Jack, Lahou, 
i Cape Lahou, Grand Lahou, Drewin, Grand Bassam, Assinie, 

- Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Appam, Winnebah, Accra, 
Addah, Quitta, Lome, Jellah Coffee, New Calabar, Abonema, 
Bakana, and Degama. 

Saturday, 31st August—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, 
Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, Bonny, Old Calakar, 
Opobo, Benin, Warree, New Calabar, Bakana, and Brass. 

In London the correspondence should be posted on the previous 
day in each case. 

Correspondence for Senegal (Goree, Dakar, Rufisque), the Congo 
(Banana, Boma) and Portuguese possessions on the West and 
q South-West Coasts of Africa is not sent vid Liverpool unless 
specially so superscribed. 

These vessels carry Parcel Mails for Bathurst, Sierra Leone, 
Monrovia, Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Winnebah, 
Accra, Addah, Quitta, Lagos, Benin, Bonny, Brass, New Calabar, 
Old Calabar, Opobo, and Warree. 

: The Parcel Mails are made up at Liverpool on the afternoon of 
j the day before the departure of each vessel. 
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XXIV.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 
I.—ForE1cGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


StaTEmENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Krnapom during the Month and Seven Months ended 
31st July 1895, compared with the corresponding periods of 
the year 1894, 


MontTH ENDED 31st JULY. 
I. Imports FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 


Month ended 
ist July 
Increase. | Decrease. 


1895, 1894. 


£ £ £ 


I. Animals, living (for food) - - 843,504 865,257 21,753 
(A. drink, d 
II of food and uty | | 
.) Artic’ drink, duti- | 
Tobacco, dutiable - 342,858 427,828 84,965 


Metals - - ° 1,765,051 1,452,151 312,900 = 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances 533,417 451,820 81,597 


V. Oils - 742,991 747,101 - 4,110 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures; 3,530,191 2,772,042 758,149 

VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 

and manufactures 4,829,385 4,068,668 765,717 _ 

VIII. Manufactured articles - - - 6,341,987 5,640,233 701,754 — 

IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - -| 1,108,739 | 1,076,e78 27,521 


(B.) Parcel post - 79,664 49,602 30,062 


Total Value - 


85,128,142 | 37,835,553 | 3,292,589 


II. Exrorts or British anp Irish PropucE anp MANUFACTURE. 


II, Articles of food and drink - is 980,815 781,219 199,596 _ 
III. Raw materials 1,810,076 | 7,672,226 137,850 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 


(A.) Yarns and textilefabrics - - 9,437,848 8,500,612 937,236 - 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 


therefrom (except machinery) - 2,565,418 2,429,516 185,902 a 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - 1,888,891 1,967,575 36,316 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 865,361 788,047 77,314 - 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 

cinal preparations - 703,682 657,024 46,658 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 

factured or partly manufactured 2,684,215 | 2,749,497 542,794 = 

(G.) Parcel post - 111,639 | 81,941 29,698 


fotal Value - 18,898,536 | 2,160,950, 


Exports or ForeIGN AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. 


& £ 
. Dotal Value - 4,789,951 4,289,764 500,187 
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I.—Foreien Trape or tHE Unitep Kineapom—cont. 


Seven Monras ENDED 31sT JULY. 


, i 


I. Imports From Foreign CouNntTRIEs AND BririsH PossgssIONs.. 


Seven Months ended ; 
: $ist July 

ee Increase. | Decrease. 

1895. 1894. 

£ £ 
I, Animals, living (for food) - - 4,704,820 5,341,027 _ 636,207 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 

free - -.| 80,075,390 | 87,989,782 - 1,913,742 


B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
‘ - - - = | 18,012,787 | 72,657,957 354,840 


Tobacco, dutiable - 1,674,321 1,676,700 2,379 
Ill, Metals - - =| 10,718,051 11,389,880 _ 671,829 
4,215,350 4,874,707 59,351 
I. Raw materials for textilemanufactures:| 45,973,961 | 47,870;669 1,896,708 
on Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures 22,682,268 | 23,307,892 - 625,054 
VIII, Manufactured articles - | 42,691,001 | 40,077,080 2,619,971 
IX. (A.) Miséellaneous articles - - 7,944,083 9,480,006 1,535,928 
(B.) Parcel post - - - 604,501 468,420 136,081 - 


Total Value - 288,801,680 | 242,806,978 — 4,005,238 


II. Exports or British aNnD PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ 


I, Animals, living - - - 802,594 97,597 
II, Articles of food and drink . -| 5,548,721 | 5,607,289 _ 52,568 
TIL. Raw materials - - | 10,347,701 | 77,688,567 - 1,290,866 
IV. Articles manufactured and ore manu- 
factured, viz. :— 


(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics -  *| 57,655,963 | 56,498,477 | 1,167,486 — 


@, Metals and articles manufactured 
refrom (except machinery) 15,707,637 | 76,330,365 - 622,728 


) Machinery and millwork - 8,473,716 8,149,487 $26,229 


(D,) Appareland articles of personaluse | 4,942,018 | 4,997,777 ~ 55,753 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
preparations 4,871,860 | 5,095,595 223,735 


other articles, either manu- 
red or partly manufactured 18,034,481 | 76,097,726 | 1,943,355 


Total Value - 


126,677,002 | 725,282,077 1,394,991 - 


III. Exports or ForEIGN AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. 


. Total Value - {| 35,021,305 | 33,948,663 | 1,077,642 
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[ 
IlL—Corn Priozs. 
Retwen of the Quanrrties soup and Average Prices of Barrisn 
Corn, ImpzrtaL, Measure, as received frum the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods, 


Periods. | |. Wheat, Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
_ Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 6th July 1895 - - | 21,908 0 487 5 8,395 5 
» sth ” - | 28,264 2 555 4 2,932 6 
Sth 4 » - | | 28,205 2 884 2 4,186 2 
July 1895 - - -| 97,129 4 1,979 6 14,029 2 
Corresponding month in 1894 - | 63,215 0 293 5 6,582 0 
1893 - | 179,387 2/72 3 | 12,987 % 
Average Prices. 
Week ended 6th July 1895 - - 25 7 19 9 16 40 
24 4 18 6 16 
24 1 19 10 15 11 
July 1895 - 24 9 19 8 
June 1895. 25 9 19 7 16 0 
May ” 7 22 5 20 5 15 @ 
april = 20 27 0 14 
March 19 11 2 8 413 10 
February ,, 0 21 9 13 8 
January 5, - - - 20 7 21 6 13 14, 
December 1894 - 7 21 ‘14°49 
November 5, 18 10 22 10 
October 17 8 23 9 13 6 
September - 20 7 23 15 9 
August 24 3 20 4 18 11 
July 1894 24 6 27 19° 9 
» 1892 - 29 2 22 9 
-| 88°6 26 1 21 3 
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1895. 


Return of the Nompers, Narionaritizs, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Kinepom for Pracss out of . 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st July 1895, and the 
Seven Months ended 31st July 1895, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
Cape for 
British All 
. United Austral- | of Good corre- 
Nationalities. States. North asia. H and other Total. ondin, 
America. Natal. | Places. Month. 
1894. 
Month ended 31st July. 
English ‘ -| 5,854 1,830 1,220 568 9,736 7.278 
Scotch - 780 126 45 147 60 1,158 804 
Irish . - 2,929 101 52 25 23 3,130 2825 
Total of British 
otal of British }) 9,565 | 1,587 861 | 1,892 651 | 14,024 | 
Foreigners - - | - 6,635 558 14 553 192 7,952 5,434 
Nationalities not 
16 9 152 169 
Total - -| 16,214 2,124 875 1,945 995 22,153 1610 
Total rre- 
‘ponding 41,330 1,898 668 1,286 828 16,010 
‘onth, 1894 - 
Seven Months ended 81st July. 


English - - - 32,342 7,965 4,298 7,900 4,342 56,847 47,864 
Scotch - 5479 978 308 789 400 | 7,954 | 6,749 
Irish 


-  «) 645 308 137 134 | 34715 | 


Foreigners « * | $4,882 3,017 115 2,497 968 41,479 83,686 


distinguished  - 38 22 ll 3 1,374 1,448 1683 


Total - - | 106,284 12,627 5,088 | 11,826 7,218 | 142,448 | 42,7865 
Total for corre- 


76,226 14092 
76,2 4:69 027 9,089 7,421 | 112,425 


Norz.—The above fizures, being made up at the 
month, are subject to correction in the Annual —" possible date after the close of each 
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1894, 


Rerurn of the Numper of Arms that arrived from the ContTINENT at Post in the 
Unitep Kixapom, during the Month and Seven Months ended 31st J uly 1895, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year, 


(Compiied from the Atimn Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will, 4. ¢, 11. sect. 2.) 


Hamburg, | Rotterdam, | Gothenburg, 


Other 

Bremen,and |) Amsterdam, | Christiania, Di Conti i 

| Avendal, and ieppe. mtinental Total, 
Bremerhaven,| and: Antwerp. Christiansand. Ports, 


1894. 1894. 


1806 | 1894. 1805 | soy. | 1895, 1904. | 1895. 


10s, | 1894. | 1895, 


Month ended 31st July. 


Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America : * 


Arrived at London -| 1,361) 301 856) 176 160; — 131 118 | 1,969 
Grimsby 114 120 23 43 5 | 82 85 174 
Hull - 173) 797 44 84 92] - 49 195 447 442 
Tyne Ports - 40 43 25 26) 240 | 222] 729) 6527 399 
Other ports - 144 114 95 104 169 | 469; — 888 877, 798 
| 
Total - -| 1,924) 539] 983] | 4,708 | ts,934 


Aliens en route to America : 


Arrived at Siasoy . - 1 47 288 470 273 147 -- 137 46 699 680 
ull - | 2 31 653 20 522 


Other Ports - 16 5 50 8 
Total - +| 739| 875| 513| 934| | — | 1933] 4124| 3,790 
580 


Total of Aliens en route and 
of aliens not stated to be ?| 2,663 | @,793 | 1,052 | 7,380 | 1,616 | 7,744 
en route to America* -)|_ 


Seven Months ended 3ist July. 


Aliens not stated to be en | 
route to America: * 

Total No. -| 7,611 | 6,055 | 2,879 | 3,929 | 3,343 

Aliens en route to America : 

Total No. - | 3,887 | 4,482 | 2,170] 3,703 | 9,101 


3,747 | 4,401 | 4,797 | 4,189 | |422,373 |tes,379 
5,787 10,634 | 7.478 | 25,242) 97,347 


a 


Total of aliens en route and | 
of aliens not stated to be ¢| 10,948 | 70,787 | 5,009 | 7,632 | 12,446 | 9,454 |. 4,401 | 4,298 | 14,773 | 19,692 |$47,615|t44,609 
en route to America* | 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be enroute to America,” and “ Aliens en 
route to America,” is due'to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive from Continental ports are reported 
to be on the way to America, and it is considered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that 
the “ Aliens not stated to be en rouie to America” come to this country for settlement, there being in fact a large 
emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens arriving from Continental ports return to 
- =—- (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 213, Sess, 1895, and Monthly Emigration 

eturns. 

+ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfust, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folk 
Gaswow, Goole, Grangemouth, Granton. Greenock. Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkealdy, Leith, livers 1, —— 
Middlesbrough, Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West; 
Hartlepool. The lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deci 
passengers, and persons who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers, 

t The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to 
America in the month of July 1895 was 1,097, and 780 in the same month of 1894, Inthe seven months ended July 
of 1895 the number was 5,726, and in the same months of 1894 the number was 6,206, ered e 


88231, 


| 
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V.—Bankruptoy.—ENGLAND AND WALEs. 


Numser of Recervine Orpers Gazerrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


Seven Months 
ended July 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894, 
x No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted - 383 886 | 2,623 | 2,954 
4 Number gazetted in principal trades and 
oceupations :— 
j Pablicans and hotel - 22 25 198 207 
i Farmers - - 23 15 178 170 
q Grocers, &e. + 22 24 176 181 
Builders 18 135 123 169 
: Butchers - 15 11 84 7 
Boot and shoe manufretarers ont 
dealers ~ 9 6 76 68 
Bakers - 3 15 65 91 
Tailors, &c. - - 6 65 67 
Drapers, haberdashers, ll 7 53 69 
Greengrocers, fruitercrs, &e. 3 48 32 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &e. - 7 9 43 56 
Agents, commission and ql - 4 3 33 39 
Auctioneers - 5 3 31 39 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 8 6 36 388 
Solicitors - - 4 3 28 19 
Clerks, commercial ond general - 4 6 27 84 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - - 5 3 26 25 
Saddlers and harness makers - - 1 3 25 22 
Provision merchants, &c. - - 3 rf 25 25 
General dealers a - - 5 5 24 23 
Travellers, commercial, &e. - - 5 4 24 21 
Jewellers, watchmakers, 
silversmiths, &c. 3 7 93 50 
4 - - 5 5 23 22 
i —, carmen, lightermen, and 
4 hauliers es - - : 5 2 21 15 
q Tobacconists, &c. - - 5 3 21 21 
q Engineers and founders, &e. - - 7 6 21 33 
_ Wine and spirit - 1 7 20 12 
Ironmongers 3 2 20 23 
4 Carpenters and j jpiners 7 - 2 1 19 26 
Confectioners - 1 2 18 22 
q Corn, flour, seed, “day, and straw 
q merchants and dealers - - 2 5 18 33 
I Printers and publishers - - 3 -- 18 15 
q Furniture dealers and makers - - 8 3 17 21 
Millers - - 2 4 1 6 12 
} Cabinet makers and upholsterers - 4 7 16 29 
Stationers - - 5 3 16 “4 
4 Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. 4 4 15 21 
Wheelwrights - 1 14 8 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical 
ma - 2 2 14 15 
a Lodging-house keepers - - - 3 3 14 20 
Hosiers, glovers, &e. - lo 2 13 9 
Restaurant, and eating house 
keepers 1 13 15 
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Seven Months 
July ended July 
1895. | 1894. | 1895 1894. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and No, | No. No, | No, 
occupations—cont, 
Gardeners, florists, &c. - | 2 13 12 
Clerks in holy orders - a. 2 | 13 10 
ee net, smack owners, and masters. — | 3 | 12 13 
Carriage, &c. builders - - _ - 12 11 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses - 1 2 12 17 
China, glass, and eaptenwane, &e. 

dealers 2 12 | 3 
Hairdressers - 1 2 a I 15 

Directors and promoters of public | 
companies 1 3 10 | 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 1 2 10 | 6 68 
Contractors - 3 10 | 11 
Milliners, iressmakers, on. - - 2 3 9 | 17 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - q 10 
Architects and surveyors 1 8 5 
Officers in Army - - ; 1 4 7 17 
Stone, marble, and monument masons - 2 
Brokers, stock aud share - - 3 2 7 13 
Cattle and pig dealers - 1 - 6 12 
Timber merchants and wood dealers - 2 4 6 26 
Photographers - - - _ -- 5 6 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - 1 — 5 6 
Booksellers and publishers a 2 2 3 8 


VL—Exprorr or Live ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
Great Britain. 


Return of the Number of AniMALs exported from InELAND to Great 
Britain during the Month ended 31st July 1895, and during 
the first Seven Months of the Year 1895, compared with the cor- 
responding Periods of the Year 1894. 


Seven Montlis 


July 
Animal ended July 
1895, 1894. 1895. 1894. 
| No. No. No. No. 

Cattle - - | 36,087 | 67,787 | 323,146 
Sheep | 115,710 | 784,586 | 310,942 | 502,547 
Swine - | 12,753 | 16,433 | 817,850 | 372,004 
Goats . - - 952 1,184 8,702 5,946 
Horses 3,423 3,454 19,482 20,528 
Mules or Jennets 3 5 7 12 
Asses - - 200 96 964 536 

Total | 169,128 | 267,495 | 975,593 |7,205,399 
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_ VIL—Fisuery Statistics—ENGLAND AND WALEs. 


Statement of the Torat Quantity and Vatus of the Fis returned 
as landed on the Enatisu and Weisu Coasts {rom the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Seven Months ended 3ist July 
1895, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1894. 


| Seven Months ended 
1895 | 18094 1805. 7894. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts, Cwts. || COwts, Cwts. 
Briil 1,523 4472 | 11,001 10,498 
Soles - 7,083 6,993 49,535 47,070 
Turbot - - > 6,745 6,898 | 44,160 48,011 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished - 2,568 2,485 | 17,102 17,770 
Total prime fish 17,919 17843 | "121,798 123,344 
Coad 26,944 23,344 || $17,973 260,655 
H - - - 170,258 15723 || 1,310,045 1,450,940 
Hake > 14,208 23,529 59,397 53,558 
Halibut - 17,526 17,309 70,128 65,417 
errings - 63,121 119,047 164,907 216,781 
Ling 4 9,419 7824 75,432 65,875 
Mackerel 16,252 34,570 || 284498 | $30,658 
Pilthards - 4,304 5,893 | 4,678 9847 
rats 4 5 9 | 43,1 11,763 
t 
pot separately distinguished, | 76,725 503,575 
Total - | 490,757 548,780 || 3,510,404 | 3,845,002 
| 
Shell fish :-— No. No. ; No. | No. 
Crabs - 670,837 433,589 || 8,701,207 3,641,614 
Lobsters - : 106,060 144705 409,921 487,202 
Oysters a - . - | 1,758,000 1,694,000 || 8,958,000 | 74,063,000 
Cwts. Cuts. | Cwts, Cwts. 
Other shell fish 34,668 83,605 || 297,272 280,094 
VALUE. 
2 
Brill ° ‘ 3,390 8,469 28,910 27,148 
4 2 4 - 20,989 030 172,701 | 978,098 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished - 7,882 56,094 43,425 
Total prime fish - - 78,422 79:75 584,763 557,100 
Haddock - - - - 72,307 717,820 688,054 
Halibut - 24,795 25,694 120,055 110, 074 
Herrings: - - - - 32,261 39,000 81,073 81,742 
Ling 4,927 4,910 43,876 44,910 
Mackerel - - 12,729 24,763 || 239,875 286,562 
Potal =) * +|. 875,626 400,318 2,893,235 | 2,845,437 
‘Shell fish : 
© Orabs a d 8,125 38,984 40018 
"otal : -| 97,538 20,464 157,113 186,884 
Total value of fishlanded - 403,164 429-779 || 3,050,348 | 3,087,262 


Nots.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
ure the actual values returned by the local officers at each piace, 


| 
q 
¥ 
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Fisuery 


Sratement of the Tora, Quantity and Vatue of the Fisu returned 


as landed on the Scorcu Coasts durin 
Months ended 3ist July 1895, 
Periods of the Year 1894. 


the Month and Seven 
with the corresponding 


July Seven wy ended 
1895, | 1894. | 1895. 1894. 
{ 
QUANTITY. 
{ Cwls, Oats. 
ef 25,710 22,749 316,605 803,185 
Kel 54 7o2 || 10,218 9,566 
Flounder, Plaice Brill” - 5,735 5,449 || 45,203 41,705 
Haddock - o~ 47,817 3Y,856 || 571.946 871,344 
Halibut - 2,135 3,342 24,769 26,892 
Herrings 1,411,139 1,550,048 2,269,388 2,504,206 
Lin ° 10,469 8,119 146,766 153,498 
i 4,442 18,70 81,48. 
21599 1377 49,051 er) 
lorsk (Dusk) 710 1,102 9,697 7,423 
dine 3,353 2,946 | 21,520 19,094 
ish not separa’ y «lis she 3,284 26,613 
Total 4 - | 1,580,348 1,659,438 | 3,571,005 3,616,008 
“yo No. No. } 0. No. 
256,02 184,787 || 1,924,582 1,908,088 
$2,261 52,674 | 821,973 385,038 
10,338 
5,237 453 97,46 80,907 
Other shell fish 3,429 5,868 34, 89,370 
VALUE. 
£ £ & 
Soles (Lemon Soles) 8,106 9,475 19,620 17,007 
Turbot . ‘ 739 649 5,970 5,262 
7,582 6,546 110,126 | 113,286 
Eel - 220 5,609 4778 
Hospice, Plaice, Brill - - | 
Halibut - 2/317 2,609 26,798 ‘onan 
Herrings - 276,295 490,102 460,748 
Lin 2,511 2,130 37,913 545 
Muskerel - 216 344 314 485 
ate - - - 
98 164 1,340 1958 
i 4 hod - 1,202 1,650 9,443 11,853 
Fish not separately dis' imguish 1 52 020 
except shell fish 997 
Total ~~: 3387, 816,306 001,921 | 918,227 
She}l Fish :— 
Crabs - 1,267 904 10,237 722 
Lobsters - - - 1,344 913 15,194 029 
Oysters = | AD 718 
Mussels 333 296 | 6,04) 
Other shell fish - - 872 738 | 7,852 7,901 
Total 3,853 3,899 || 41,515 41,683 
Total value of fish landed 841,546 890,905 1,043,486 1,009,804 


Notz,—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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Srarement of the Toran Quantity and Vatue of the Fisn returned 
as landed on the Irisu Coasts during the Month and Seven 
Months ended 31st July 1895, compared with the corresponding 


Periods of the Year 1894. 


| 
Seven Months ended 
duly July 
1895. | 1894. 1895. 1894, 
Quantity. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles : 174 831 1,201 8,089 
Turbot - -| 10 109 631 908 
Total prime fish - | 284 440 1,832 3,947 
> - 1, 1,499 $2,421 31,612 
Haddock - ° 1,316 1,894 15,803 14,850 
412 1,265 1,766 3,549 
Herri - 9,936 11,256 35,343 44,808 
Liu - 1,532 1,491 23,524 80,468 
Mackerel e - - 2,934 2,573 158,292 315,806 
hiting - 1 an t | 889 738 7,155 6,742 
Fish not ot separately distinguish 5,826 8,191 25,313 88,423 
Total - - - 24606 | 29447 || so1ase | 490,000 
fish | No. No. No. No. 
- - = 1, 
Oysters Cwts. Cwts. Cwis. 
Other shell fish - - - - | 1,289 578 10,159 5,764 
VALURB, 
| 
90 | toss 63 
Turbot - 344 4% | 1,994 8,075 
Totalprimefish 955 1614 || 6977 9,706 
| 
Haddock = - - | 796 1,120 9,833 
- 256 594 977 1,942 
Herrings  - - 4,140 8,015 13,665 9.478 
Ling 621 675 | 8,349 11,530 
Mackerel - 757 268 | 67,419 90,264 
Sprats - 36 17 69 86 
Whiting 582 315 | 4,002 3,390 
Fish separately distinguished, except} 3.018 || 12,575 18,419 
} 
Total - 11,840 11,412 | 187,277 163,508 
Lobsters ° 1,902 1,283 4,219 8,317 
her shell fish - 230 186 1,702 1,219 
Total - 2,283 1,642 | 6,722 6,929 
Total value of fishlanded -| 14,123 12,854 || 148,999 | 770,437 
Note.—The above figures are subject to in Me Annual Returns. The 


correction i 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place, 


values given 
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X.-—Corron Rerurns.—Juby 1895. 


Ruturn of the Number of Bates of Corron Importep and Exrortep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and Rrrurnep to 
Ports during the Month and Seven Months ended July 1895, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1894. 


2389 


Month of Seven months ended 
July July 
1895. 1894, 1895. 1894. 
Imports. 
No. No. No. No. 
American . - 75,355 48,942 2,131,441 1,659,452 
Brazilian ~ - - 8,351 3,098 19,729 172,040 
East Indian - - 23,164 16,016 64,170 120,041 
Egyptian = 7,650 18,164 200,375 226,098 
Miscellaneous - - 3,382 4795 35,420 43,785 
Total - - - 117,902 91,015 2,451,135 3,221,116 
Exports. 
American - - 19,532 16,955 145,464 134,753 
Brazilian - 1,201 3,620 7,959 23,362 
Fast Indian - 5,783 6,721 23,955 59,507 
Kgyptian - 4,042 4779 || 47,965 38,586 
Miscellaneous - 2,683 2855 || 16,923 18,269 
Total - 33,241 34,930 || 242,266 974,477 
ForwarpeEp from Ports to INLAND Towns, 
American - od 212,029 188,515 | 1,646,874 1,496,210 
Brazilian - - 3,344 12,368 | 12,994 133,239 
East Indian - - 4,767 4,865 19,907 41,407 
Egyptian - 10,424 17,600 149,620 182,388 
Miscellaneous - 4,168 4,142 60,107 56,684 
Total - -| 234,732 228,490 | 1,889,502 | 7,909,925 
Forwakpep from Intanp Towns to Ports, 
American. 363 239 || 2,596 1,507 
East Indian - | = 
Miscellaneous - 43 55 473 553 
406 294 | 3,079 1,860 
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XI.—Perriopicat Returns or Imports AND Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned CouNTRIEs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month, 


Note. — Rouble = 2s.; Franc = 9;4,d.; Lira = 9,4. ; Gulden = 
ls. 8d. ; Drachma = 9,4,d. ; Lew = 9,44.; Egyptian = 
1/, Os, 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I,—Imports. 
| for Period of the 
Latest Value for the Month: | Yea ear, including latest Month, 
1895 4894. || 1895. 1894. 


Russia in Europe -{| Mar. -.| Roubles 27,607,000 | 33,653,000 78,353,000 81,641,000 


France -| June Frs. 287,014,000 | 309,668,000 || 1,815,957,000 | 2,070,746,000 
Italy - - -| June -/| Lire ~- 97,350,000 | 84,774,000 564,181,000 508,898,000 
Austria-Hungary -| June - | Gulden - 62,702,000 | 59,071,000 $65,351,000 | 355,858,000 
Greece . - | April - | Drehms. 7,092,000 7,986,000 25,737,000 32,190,000 
Egypt ~ -| May -| L. Egypt. 617,000 773,009 3,121,000 | 8,772,000 
United States -| May - | Dollars- 66,024,000 | 56,973,000 329,933,000 284,459,000 
Mexico « -| Mar, - a. 2,992,000 2,368,000 8,529,000 7,082,000 


British India* - -| May -| Bupees 5,71,73,646 | 6,49,67,672 || 11,16,45,501 


IIl.—Exporzs. 


Russia in Europe Mar, - Roubles 49,257,000 50,506,000 120,466,000 143,242,000 
France -| June -| Frs. 260,039,000 237,112,000 || 1,620,607,000 | 7,497,660,000 
Italy - - -| June -| Lire - $5,468,000 73,388,000 479,100,000 511,602,000 


Austria-Hungary -j| June - | Gulden 59,152,000 | 65,979,000 347,977,000 | 368,396,000 


Greece . -| April -| Drchms. 3,323,000 5,984,000 18,131,000 23,260,000 
Egypt - -| May -! L. Egypt. - 815,000 804,000 5,023,000 5,969,000 
United States May Dollars- 64,261,000 | 67,044,000 331,891,000 846,925,000 
Merico - - -| Mar. - ” 8,768,000 8,464,000 26,263,000 21,663,000 
British India* May Rupees 9,96,72,573 | 77,04,27,935 19,72,46,512 | 21;70,04,674 


The above figures are subject to revision in the A l Returns. 


Notg.—The res are those of tho “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “general.” “Special ” 
means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; inthe case of exports, exports 
of domestic produce and manufacture only. 

* The figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 
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X1i.—Forrien TRADE oF 4 


Imrorrs and into and from Britisu 


Imports from Foreign Exports to Foreign 


Countries. Countries.* 
Two ended Two Months ended 
ist May 3lst May 
1825. 14 1894. 1895, 1894. 
R. R. R. R. 
L.—Animals—liviny - 19,929 80,313 2,13,103 1,065,761 


II.—Articles of food and drink -| 1,54,40,804 1,28,64, 834 4,58,21,838 4,38, 40,425 


IlI.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
A.—Hardware and Cutle’ 


(including plated-ware 25,47,909 23,90,957 28,276 24,023 
B.—Metals - - - 1,20,44,182 89,58,503 1,76,736 1,23, 945 
C.—Machinery and mill-work 51,67,067 50,47,186 125 400 
D.—Railway plant and 

(other than 

Government stores) 30,92,447 43,990,898 

IV.—Chomicals, ‘drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and dyeing 
aud tanning materials 33,28,122 26,817,443 2,21,24,234 1,83,82,986 


V.—Oils 62,81,359 23,87,517 18,63,953 13,16,240 


VI.—Raw materials and unmana- 
factured articles - 81,40,359 40,15,087 8,48,69,118 | 17,44,47,798 


VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
A—Yarns und textile fabrics! 4,23,21,670 7,01,87,059 2,17,06,181 1,91,19,007 
B.—Apparel - 24,09,577 23,48,313 3,44,602 2,390,179 


C.—Other articles manu- 
fuctured 1,08,52,126 97,01,169 1,27,18,071 1,09,90,824 


11,16,45,501 12,80,21,234 | 18,93,66,237 20,88,49,448 


ToTAL - 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 


| | | | 
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XXV ——LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 


REPORTS. 
ANNUAL SERIES. 
Reports of the Annual Series, 1895, have been issued from Her Majesty’ 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Kast Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 
No. Place. | Price. No. Place. | Price. 

1490 | Berne- . lid. 1549 | Corunna - bd. 
| Gopenhagen Id 1550 | Leghorne - “| 
Stettin - 1551 | New Orleans - -| 
i | Rio do Sul - -| 4d. 1552 | Syra lid. 
1494 | Serajevo - 1d. 1553 enoa - 9d. 
1495 | Buenos Ayres" - -| 9d. 1554 | Berlin - = -| 2d. 
1496 | Florence - 1555 | Tainan - - 1d. 
1497 | Lisbon - - - -| lid. 1556 | Zanzibar - . - 4d. 
1498 | Paris - - -| 2d. 1557 | Dunkirk 
1499 Lima - - - -| ltd. 1558 | Ningpo - - 1d. 
1500 | Patras - . lid. Pakhoi - Id, 
| 1501 | Bordeaux . - -| 3d. 1560 | Chinkiang - . =! 1d, 
1502 | Madrid -| 2d, 1561| NewYork - 
i 1503 | Amsterdam 1d, 1562 | Batoum~s - - - | 114d. 
' 1594 Suakin - -| 1d. 1563 | Naples - 
1505 | Angora - - 1564 | Resht -| 
1506 | Havre - -| 1565 | Copenhagen - 
F 1507 | Algiers - - - -| lid. 1566 | Porto Rico - - : lid. 
i 1508 _ La Rochelle - - . 3d. 1567 | Malaga - © 3d. 
i 1509 | Vera Cri - ° 1568 | Galveston - - -| 74d. 
1510 | Puerto Cortez - | 1d. |] 1569 | Tabreez - 
j 1511 | T: rog - - . 1d. 1570 | Fiji - - - 4d. 
1512 | Baltimore - -| 14d. }-1571 | Athens - =| 2d. 
Mexico | iid. || 1572 | Bil ghd. 
Zaila - - 1d. 1573 | Barcelona 3d. 
iW isis 1574 | Fiume - - - 2d. 
1516 | Valpa: - -| 1575 | Tahiti - - 1d. 
1517 | - 2d. 1576 | San Francisco - 6d. 
1518 - 1d. 1577 | Ichang - -| id. 
1519 - - -| Id. 1578 | Amoy - - - - lid, 
1520 | Bangkok - | 2d. 1579 | Wénchow - - 1d. 
i 1521 | Tripoli - -!| Id 1580 | Smyrna - «=| 
1522 | Batavia - 1581 | Nice -{ lid. 
j 1524 Havana - - -| 2d, 1583 | Rio Grande do Sal - -| 4d. 
1525 | Riga - 2d. 1584 | Nagasaki 1d. 
1526 | Trebizond - -| 14d. 1585 | Hakodate - 1d. 
1527 Pireeus - - -| 23d. 1586 | Frankfort - - 3d. 
a 1528 | Guayaquil - : -| lad. 1587 | Samoa - > - 1d. 
1529 Marseilles - - 1d. 1588 | Cherbourg - 
1530 uhu - -| 19d. 1589 | Damascus - - ld. 
1531 | Rio de Janeiro - - | 28d. 1590 | New York - 
q 1582 | Trieste -| 2d, 1591 | Athens’ - - : 2d, 
q 1533 Brest - -| 1d, 1592 | Baghdad 
i 1534 | Stockholm - 2d. 1593 | Vienna -| 14d, 
1535 | Warsaw - - 1d. 1594 | Montevideo - «| Sd. 
1536 | Boston -| 14d. 1595 | Swatow - -| 14d. 
1537 | Mozambique - - - | 1596 | Foochow 1d. 
1538 Callao 1d 1597 Tamsui - - 1d. 
1539 | Ale - - - - 14d. 1598 | - 1d. 
1540 | Jafia - - 1599 | Chefoo 1d. 
1541 | Boston - 1d, 1600 | Tokio - - ° =| 14d. 
1542 New Orleans 1601 | Bangkok .- 1d. 
1543 | Chicago - 1602 | Caracas 14d 
1544 Palermo - -| 1603 a -| 
1545 | Bengazi - -| lad. 1604 | Belgrade - =| 
1546 | liari - -| 1d, 1605 | Shanghai - - - | 2d. 
1547 Pernambuco - : - | 7d. 1606 | Canton 
1548 Madrid - - | lid. 1607 | Meshed- -| 13d. 


| 
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List or Dipromaric AND Consurar Reports--cont, 


The following Reports from Her 's Representatives abroad on. subjects. of 


the above-mentioned sources :— 9 


and commercial interest have also been issued, oul be 


No. 


Price. 


350 
351 


352 


353 


354 
355 


357 
358 


Servia.—Report on the Mines of Servia - - - 
Denmark,—Further Report on the Free Port of Copenhagen - 


Italy.—Report on the Volterra Alabastar Industry -- 


Ttaly.—Report for the Years 1892-93 on the Yield of Cocoons 
in Italy and on the condition of the Italian Silk Trade to 
May 1894 

Austria-Hungary. —Beport on the Mining Industry i in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina 

Russia.—Report on the Peasantry and Peasant Holdings in 
Poland - 

Russia.—Report on the Agticaltural Position of Russia - 


Siam.—Report on the Teak Trade inSiam - - 
Paraguay.—Report on the New Australia Colony in Paraguay 


Bavaria and Wurtemburg.—Abstract of the Reports for the 
Year 1894 of the Bavarian and 
Inspectors 

United States Report on the “Agricultural Condition of the 
United States 

Germany.—Report on the Agricultural Position of pe, 


France.—Report on the Tramway Paris thé 
Department of the Seine - 

France.—Report on the Use of the “ Bouillie Bordelaise ° in 
connection with Potato and Vine Diseases - - 

Italy.—Report on the Italian Cotton Industry - - 


Bavaria and Wiirtemburg.—Report ov the Co-operative 
Agricultural Credit Associations on the Raiffeisen System 
in Bavaria and Wiirtenburg 


France.—Report for the Year 1894 0 on the Fluvial Traffic of , 


Rouen and the Waterways of the Seine Busin - 
Brazil.—Report on a Tour in the German and Italian Colonies 

in the Valley of the River Cohy = - _- - 
Greece.—Report on the Emery Districts of Maxos - thn 


Argentine Republic.—Report on the Agricultural and Pastoral 
Condition and Prospects of the Argentine Republic - 
Colombia.—Report on the Agricultural Products of Tolima - 


Russia.—Report on Measures Adopted for Improving the 
Commercial Prosperity of Archangel - 

Russia.—Report on the Association a ‘Warting men n known 


ll 


7 
= 
et 
24d. 
356 Id. 
iid. 
359 
hd. 
360 
od. 
361 4hd. 
362 
2d. 
363 4 
364 ald. 
365 
1d: 
366 
1léd; 
367 
ahd. 
268 ‘10d. 
369 
370 
| 
hd. 
372 
14d. 


244 


LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE, ETO, REPORTS. [Aug. 1895. 


XXVI.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


_ The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colorial Possessions have been 
issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Kast Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


~ ANNUAL. 


Year, 


Colony. 


27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
83 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
48 
44 
% 
47 
48 
49 
50 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
79 
80 
al 
82 


Baten New - 


Vincent 
uda - 


Seychelles and Rodriguez 


Gambia - - 
Barbados - ~ 
Turks Island 


Boch 


Malta - 


Gibraltar - 
Falkland Islands 
Islands 
Grenada 
St. Lucia - 
Labuan - 
British Guiana - 
Zululand - 
Mauritius - 


Settlements 


ictoria 

belivigues - 
] - 

3ritish Honduras 


Islands - 
- 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Malta - 


Gambia - 
Straits Settlements - 
Grenada - 


ow Guinea - 


turks and Cajcos eos Islands 


Barbados 
ong Ko: 
St. 
Falkland Islands 
Gold Coast 
Basutoland - 
Ceylon. - - 
Zululand - 
Mauritius - 
Labuan - 
Honduras 


| British Bechuanaland 
British Guiana - 
Newfoundland - 
Jamaica - 
Victoria - 


Yulaland - 

British Honduras 

Trinidad and Tobago 

Falkland Islands 
rigues - 

Mauritius - 

Settlements - 


rra Leone 
Bauch Bechuanaland 
British New Guinea 


Welsh h Guiana 


Gold Coast 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Subject. 


Forest Agriculture. 


d Botan 
mtages to 


; | Mauritius ~ - - | 1890 -| 1892 
ong Kong - - : 
| Ceylon - - =| 1889 j 
Ceylon - ” - | 1892-93 
Newfoundland - -. |. 1998 
| 1890 | » ” 
; - 1891 Rodrigues - - - - is 
100 = | 1892-93 
| Bahamas - 101 - 
1891 103 | 1892-93 
.« | 1890-927 | 104 - 1892 
ata an 105 Bermuda - | 1893 
| 1891 106 | Gambia - - 
- | 107 | Hong Kong - 
| 108 | St.Vincent - - “\ 
i 110 | Bahamas - | 
1891 111 | Turks and Caicos Islands - 
- | 112 | Leeward Islands 
i ” 113 | Barbados - ds 
| 115 - | 
” 118 7 ” 
119 
| ” ” 
| Natal - - 1891-02 § 120 
| Sierra Leone -  - |, 1283 | Basutoland  - - 
Jamaica - - - 1891-92} | 124 | St. Lucia - - - 1893" 
i Trinidad and Tobago - | 1891 125 | St.Helena - - - | 
N - 126 | Ceylon - 
B | 1891-92) | 127 Fiji - 
| |. 1891 128 | Grenada - 
: - | 1892 130 1893-94 
4 | 1891 | 1892-3 
131 | and 
1890 | 1893-4 
| - | _1893 
| 1893-4 
| ” 135 | | 1893 
‘ ” 136 ” 
d ad 7 ” 
No. | Colony. 
1 Gold Coast - ° 
2 Zululand - - 
8 Sierra Leone - - - 
4 Canada ry 
4 


